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PARLIAMENT DISSOLVED ; ELECTIONS SEPT. 21

The die is cast. Canada today has no Par
liament. When the governor-general, on the 
advice of the government, prorogued and dis
solved Parliament on Saturday lie thereby 
reduced every member of Parliament to the 
status of a private citizen. The people have 
now full power to say, by their ballots on 
September 21, who will In1 their representa
tives in the next Parliament, which will as
semble some time in October. The present 
situation will convince the most, skeptical 
that our system of government is not yet per
fect. The election is called at the most in- 
convenierrt time of the year, (when the 'bulk 
of the electors are working night add day to 
harvest the crops, upon which depends the 
prosperity of the entire nation. This very 
fact precludes the possibility of the agricul
tural population exercising to the lull their 
privileges upon such an occasion. .Manifestly 
this is but scant justice. It necessitates that 
tin: people of Canada shall decide in favor 
of one of the two old political parties. Pres
ent day thinkers are convinced that our 
present party system needs readjustment, to 
put it mildly, to present day needs and re
quirements. The elector who does not see 
eye to eye with either of the two parties is 
given no consideration, and is in the per
plexed position of being compelled to support 
a party that has not his confidence or of not 
exercising his franchise. Constitutionally an 
election can be called at any time, but it was 
not expected, in the ordinary course of 
events, till November, 1912. By that time 
t he Redistribution Bill would have been pass
ed, and the Prairie Provinces would have at 
least fifty per cent, larger representation. 
Holding an election at the present time dis
franchises one-third of the people of these 
provinces. The injustice of this is beyond 
question. The blame rests somewhere. Mach 
of the old parties pleads innocence. The West
ern elector is well informed and will no 
doubt exercise bis judgment upon this point. 
Again, the Canada drain Bill has not been 
passed, and present conditions in the grain 
trade will continue for another year. This is 
another injustice to the Western farmers. 
The farmers’ organizations in the three 
provinces will take no official part in the 
present election campaign. This has been 
decided upon by their executive officers. The 
wisdom of their action is abundantly clear. 
An attempt to send to Parliament a strong 
contingent of independent thinkers pledged 
to the cause of the people could only be suc
cessful if conducted upon a large scale and 
supported by an organization more wide
spread than the present one. No stream- can 
rise higher than its source. The source of 
Parliament is the people. If the people are 
not of one mind as to the needs of the coun
try Parliament cannot be either. An attempt 
to elect in each Western constituency mem
bers pledged to the Farmers’ Platform would- 
have been such a severe test upon the farm
ers’ organization, in fact it would have 
been such a test as the leaders do not 
think would be warranted at the present 
time. Far too many of our people are stilj 
held in thrall by the party fetich. These ties 
are growing unmistakably weaker and the 
continuation of the educational campaign will 
eventually sever them completely. The cer
tain value of the farmers’ organization is of 
far more importance to the welfare of the 
West than the possibility of electing a few 
representatives pledged to the Farmers’ 
Platform, and the certainty of alienating 
from the organization a large number of 
strong party men. The organization has

forced upon Parliament the consideration of 
a number of matters of paramount import
ance which would otherwise have been ignor
ed. This is a matter for congratulation. Both 
tlie organization and Parliament will still re
main. Parliament will he-no stronger while 
the farmers' organization will continually in 
crease in strength and influence, and will 
command increasing respect and considera
tion from the powers at Ottawa.

It will lie of decided value to consider what, 
odds the farmers’ organize I ion would face in 
an attempt to eitpture 1 lie West for democracy 
at the present time. Both of the_obl parties 
are in reality strongly organized and power
ful machines. Their one object is to gain 
control of the treasury benches at. Ottawa 
with the distribution of patronage and the 
prestige attached thereto. They will have 
at their command this time larger campaign 
funds that ever before in tlm history, of Can 
aila. These funds are ' by Special
Privilege and are provided generously for 
both parties. The party machines have rami 
filiations reaching into every" constituency, 
and will largely control the nomination of 
candidates. F very candidate nominated by 
the party machine will lie supported by the 
campaign funds at the disposal of the mach
ine, and necessarily will be a man who will 
obey I he dictates of the machine leaders. 
Further, there is the closest offensive and 
defensive alliance between the federal and 
provincial party machines, and they will 
work in harmony and for greater efficiency 
at the present time. This alliance is not a 
healthy one—for the people. But we all 
know that the politicians sometimes have 
ideas of their duties which do not absolutely 
conform to the true principles of democracy. 
This indicates the potency of the combina
tion which the farmers’ organization would 
lie compelled to face in order to elect men 
pledged to the Farmers’ Platform. The farm
ers’ organization could not cope successfully 
with such odds in the few weeks at their dis
posal. However, the situation is not hopeless 
by any means. Both parties arc pledged to 
enact into law a part of the demands of the 
organized farmers, so that no matter which 
way the election goes the farmers stand to 
gain something. Again, there is an oppor
tunity to see that some of the party conven
tions nominate men who will stand for the 
entire Farmers’ Platform. These party con
ventions'are being called daily, and will lie 
meeting in the course of the next two weeks 
to select Ilnur candidates. It is the greatest 
opportunity for action that has.-yver come be
fore I lie independent thinking men. They 
can and should attend the convention of the 
party most to their liking and make every 
possible attempt to secure the nomination of 
a candidate who will support their entire 
platform. There are a large number of men 
who have formerly been Liberals or <Ion 
serval ives, but who disagree with I heir party 
in that they firmly believe iu the justice ol 
the entire demands of the farmers. Now, if 
these men turn ou.t in force at their conven 
lions they will have a powerful influence in 
the nomination of a candidate. If they can 
secure 1 he nomination of a candidate favor 
able to the farmers’demands I In; party mach
ines will be compelled to support that candi 
date or face a losing fight against the oppos
ing machine candidate Heretofore the inde 
pendent thinking electors have made no 
determined effort to control the machine 
nomination. They can do so now without in 
any way endangering the farmers’ organiza
tion. and with a strong likelihood of defeat 
jug the machines at the outset, because even 
the machine is hopeless without lie- support

of the convention. There is a probability 
that one or two independent candidates may 
be nominated at conventions that have al
ready been called. It' this occurs it will give 
an opportunity for the independent electors 
in those const it uencirs t o test their strength 
without endangering I lie organization as a 
whole and it will also give an indication of 
the strength of the indepelldi'lll feeling 
Ihrouglioul t lie country.

Finally, the most important lesson to be 
learned from the whole situation is that in 
order to improve conditions generally the 
beginning must be nuire fundamental. We 
must get at tbe bottom of 1 he trouble. The 
people of the Prairie Provinces must make 
the legislatures of these provinces responsive 
to the will of the people before they can win 
strength in the wider federal field. This 
means that we must follow the example of 
< Iregon and have Direct. Legislation placed 
upon I lie sf Ilf i'll e books of the three provinces. 
\\ lien that is done I lie people will be enabled 
to vote upon principles and not upon men.
Party machines will lie eliminated I....nunc
their usefulness will lie gone. If the people 
of the West devote I heir chief attention to 
this great and fundamental reform for the 
next year or two they will then have made 
real and substantial progress and will have 
established a foundation upon which can be 
iipi'eared a true democracy. When Direct 
Legislation is in effect in I lie Prairie l’rov 
ilires the people can then initiate and vole 
upon their own laws .without arousing the 
bit ternes» and animosity which is caused by 
our present elections. Direct. Legislation has 
been officially endorsed by the farmers' or
ganizations of I lie t hree provinces, and an 
energetic campaign of education in favor of 
this reform will win overwhelming support 
for it in a very short time. Whichever of 
the provinces has Direct Legislation upon its 
si at lit e books first will lie considered as t he 
leading democratic province in the Dominion 
of ( 'aiiada.

SPELLS DOOM OF PROTECTION
Senator Dixon, of Montana, was one of 

the opponents of the (,'anadian reciprocity 
agreement in the I'liitod Stales. Speaking on 
tlm bill in the Senate, lie said:

“I hnvc always counted mymdf a pratty 
good prut I ionint. I voted l or Mm I’uyim 
lull without any apology. Mo not
lm mihlal'.fii goallomen. Wlmimvor you delih 
eriilcly, imd«r \vhal« • « r proHMiirr, dentroy till! 
mi-fpiiiif of protect ion that I he farmers of thin" 
country have enjoyed, that minute tlm death 
f. a e|| of protective tari If in rung.
When reciprocity pu tes I am ready to start 
revi-iiig the tariff, and it will not lm confined 
to the wool h'heilule and tlm farmers' free 
li t 1 am ready to take the whole thing from 
A to Z ; and mo I a r a I am concerned, I am 
ready Io give it a revision that will not he 
a homeopathic, one. ’ ’

When ii protectionist, who supported the 
I'ayne Aldrich high tariff, gels into such it 
frame of mind if is a very hopeful sign. 
There is much evidence Unit flu- tariff will 
receive rough handling in the Lniled States 
during fIu- next few years. Those people in 
Canada who are urging for 1 lie elimination 
of our protective tariff will la- encouraged 
by the revolt in the republic. The high tariff 
of tie- L’nited States lias always been I lie bul
wark of protection in Canada. The majority 
of those in Canada who favor reciprocity re
gard it as the first step towards wiping out 
the protective tariff and substituting a more 
equitable method of raising I lie revenues.
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