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A2KIAL LOCOaiYION Dl^CUsaED BY 7HK LOYAL 80CIU7Y. njrHAtBEZ7AXH IB 7KB 177H CIOTUKT ( 1661-167V).

Bo work relating to tho history of Aerial Locomotion 
so far as Z know, nages reference to tho fact that the art 
of flying was discussed by tho early - .«there of the Loyal 
Society and that aeroplane exp cr inert to were rtado by thee 
in the l?th Century. It is true they were not called •aero
plane* expert-onto but they wore really tho s<w.e thing. Bor 
oxamplei- Ur. Wrenn (Sir Christopher Wronn), the designer 
of 3t# Paul®» Cathedral, nado experiment* with several round 
pasteboard» to teat their velocity in falling; Dr. Hooke 
proposed experiments to ascertain the strength requisite to

C'

nake a wing, or expanded area sustain a determinate bulk in 
the air, and suggested "that it was net sufficient to have a 
theory for the descent of an expanded area perpendicularly d 
ward, because the descent of an expanded area, moved edge
wise horizontally In the air, was extrar.mly different; in 
which way, however, all motion of flying muet be performed”.

X give below quotations from the *History of the 
Royal Society* by Thomas Birch referring to experiments and
disc useless having a bearing upon Aerial Locomotion betweenv
tho years 1661 and 1679, and a few biographical note, con
cerning Hooka, Potty and «rom». A.C.B.
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