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April 7, 1909
where the plow cannot reach, the sod should be turned
with a spade. It will then soon rot and will become
plant food for the trees, instead of robbing them of
moisture and food. No grass or weeds should be
allowed within several feet of an avenue tree, par-
ticularly if the tree is an evergreen like spruce or pine.

No system of watering will take the place of cul
tivation. A writer from the semi-arid portions of the
United States recommends that all trees and shrubs
be “watered’’ with the hoe. Frequent cultivation has
all the advantages of watering with none of its draw-
backs, such as the caking of soil and the production
of shallow roots No person should plant more
trees in this country than he can keep free of gra
and weeds

M. A. S. A. Bepror
> * *
We want to borrow or buy a first-cla shoto of a
wild rose bush i bloom Will one of our reader

help us to get one

The Forestrv Branch of the
Interior 1s preparing a report on the timber res
of the country, and the rate of depletion, with the
object of encouraging conservation and of creat
sentiment in support of forestrv dej
of the Provincial governments 'his 1s a matter that

riMments 1n e:

requires immediate attention Our methods of forest
destruction are almost criminal, 1n f the fact
that the supply 1s so himited, and the time required

to replemish the stock 1s so long Public opinion
should support, and enthusiastical cend ¢ 1
well directed move toward nsery

Advantages of Duck-raising

Advising duck rearing to men who speak of
their farms 1n square mile terms and sell then

products by the carload, needs some explanation
We are not trying to induce these men to quit
wheat farming and go in for duck raising All
we desire to do under the above caption, is tc
point out to several thousand others, who are not
mto the farming business on quite so large a
scale, some of the advantages which duck raising
offers, as a side branch of the business in which
thev are engaged

myPoultry i1s perhap eglecte lepart
ment of the avera farm, and duck
raising the least developed branch of the poultry
industry Exactly why this should be is not
clear to the average individual Reference to

the wholesale prices for ducks, quoted week by
week 1 this journal, does not indicate a condition
it aftairs similar to that pertaining to our other

mes of live stock [he industry is not handi
capped by low prices as cattle feeding and hog
FAISINE 1 Comparison of the prices paid for
poultry in Winnipeg with those paid 1 ourl

eastern Canadian markets, and for ducks particu

larly, shows a good advantage in favor of |

1t reatel f "t lomestic duck uppiy

COTTLC from the east, and the prices made for this

commodity in the western market 1s simply 1ts
cost 1n the east, plus, the charges for bringn
Nert
I these circumstance ( ure 1t
rontable ranch of farn e in whi
cic 1 ittle danger of 11 evi 1t
thi 1arket
Asidl m thi
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men and women qualified by experience in the Christmas
business and are sufficiently to the point in each profit
case to bear out all that has been said here in ten weeks

support of one of our neglected small industries
Some readers, it is hoped will gather inspiration
and ideas from perusing them. This country
should be self supporting in the sense that it
should produce all it consumes, of every com-
modity it 1s capable of producing, as cheaply as
that commodity may be produced somewhere
else |

Exchanging the surplus of one product for

going
can produce

Advises Early Broods

FARMER'S ADVOCATE
Duck raising, I consider a profitable branch of

Bl

0f

)

soultry make they should bring in a good
In that case they should not be fattened at
Once vou get the name for good, reliable
poultry there 1s always a demand for your product
and yvou will find the utmost difficulty to keep supply
Get vour neighbors to breed and buy all they

practically everything we require, is good busi poultry keeping, gets the stock hatched out early 1n

ness if tl

balance 1s against us as a section or country, if we

na

ire exchanging our one product for other things S© asto make quick growth, and at eig :
y fattened and killed, in order to secure the best price
The feathers of ducks

which mayv be produced at home as cheaply as
product 1s we are exchanging for them Trading

at one product 1s produced more che aply the
than we can produce any other thing, but the rule, the hot weather retarding their growth.

The early hatched ones, if healthy, should be fed
ht weeks of age,

with the least amount of feed
are more valuable for pillows and eiderdowns than

LLate hatched ducks do not pay, as a

wheat and cattle to the people down east for P when
AT Fuba Ty we can grow the poultry plucking to keep them scrupulously clean. The large
it home as cheaply as we do the wheat and cattle wing feathers should be burnt or thrown away
will nes loave . 1 kg 2 ; 3 .
vill never leave the balance with us A good many people complain of their ducks being
taken by coyotes when they wander away for water
” > " the
g1k ’ > Mine
Is DUCk Raxsmg PrOhtabIe ¢ nearby slough dries up, I supply them with a large

A few weeks ago we I("]ll('\!('ll readers whe hat
nhad expenience raising ducks, to relate them for the
1ustruction of others who might be considering thi
branch of poultry keeping. TFour replies to this
request are all that space permits us publishing In
them most of the advantages and difficulties of duck !

raising are pointed out, and 1t might be mentioned

here that practically everyone who wrote, expressed
; I
the opimion that the profits from ducks, properly
bred, fed and marketed, are sufficient to warrant
more attention to this branch of poultry-keeping
than 1t generally receives

First prize in the competition has been awarded

t
E. W. Wright, Man., and second to Rosamond after she has laid

Grabham, Saskatchewan We  would hke some
further information on the marketing of ducks. |
1t advisable for those living within shipping of Winm
peg to depend on that city as a market for ducks

g July and August? Is the local market in
places large enough to handle any considerable

juantity of dressed poultry during the summer

eason, and are the prices paid for such sufficient to
tke duck raising profitable?

the nest

Trouble Supplying Demand become

where you mtend her to set. |
eleven eggs, on the nest she laid 1n, as 1t was 1n some

Eprror FARMER'S ADVOCATE:

pan of water to dnnk 1n
shed at night and they
own accord

The way I manage my ducks 1s this
large White Pekins as they mature early
: s to one drake, and during the
breeding season have a small slough near the house
This slough dries up in the
Then I have to supply them
The duck gen-

tor
middle of the
with plenty of water in a large pan
erally lays her eggs early in the morning, 1n a nest on
To find the nest you have to frequently
watch her as she generally conceals the eggs and nest
| gather the eggs and keep them
in bran till I have enough to set under a hen, but 1
am careful always to leave one or two of the duck’s
egps in the nest, otherwise she may forsake it and
build
clutch she becomes broody, and if 1 wish her to lay
another lot, I break up and destroy the nest she has
Then, after a week’s rest, she gen-
The eggs

the ground

been laying in
i erally makes another nest and lays again.
should be gathered and kept the same as before or you
may lose them if dogs, pigs, or snakes happen to find

After the duck has laid this second lot and
broody, remove her after dark, to the shed
[ once let a duck sit on

[ train them to go nto a
soon come in at night of their

I keep the
[ usually

first

Ducks are one of the most profitable and easiest bushes not far from the house, and for three weeks

the White Avlesbury Unless vou can rely on your

asses of poultry to breed and raise. First see that she was alright, then only two or three nights before
btain eggs from a good relhiable breed I prefer hatching a coyote took her and her eggs as well.
A duck will cover eleven or twelve eggs, but a hen

own stock, select the most even shaped eggs of a sea- should have only seven or eight, and I find in this

green color [ prefer setting them. under hens, chmate
ree broods of eleven eggs at a time, if pos- frequently sprinkle the eggs with water.
when sitting, leaves her eggs for food and water and
generally returns with her fe
plies the necessary moisture to the eggs
eggs several times with an egg tester, and remove the
infertile
hatching I immerse the eggs in a pan of warm water
After they are hatched put the hen in a comfortable
, coop, on the grass, and make a wire netting run, for
the ducks in front so that they may
away

setting tl

1
sible, on tl

1e ground, not 1in boxes

Ducklings do not require much warmth when
hatched and one hen can take charge of the three
brood The incubation of duck eggs takes from
twenty-eight to thirty days. At the end of that time
the eggs should be carefully examined and shghtly
cracked at the thick end of the shell as the shells are

thicker than chickens’ eggs and the beak of the young

duckling is not strong enough to break through A
oon as all are hatched place the ducklings 1n a coop
with the he: No food should be given for twenty
four hour \t the end of that time give them a little
hard boiled egg and barley chop mixed, hghtly

prinkled with pepper After the third day feed
plain chop, not too wet and made into little balls
together with plenty of clean drinking water 1in a pan
r trough Duckhings do not require water fo1
swimming, but see that the drnking water 1s kept
perfectly fresh and let them have all the green food

also any worms or snails yvou can find

thrive without much attention
Ducks can be fattened and made ready for market
1t ten week The main point is to have a good

s ready about the time green pea
, when the price 1s generally $1.00

of ducklis

me on the mark p1
to $2.00 a pair. At the end of eight weeks the duck
hould be shut up in a good size pen, with plenty ol

bread

for young ducks

mixed
seraps

will
ready

Has Trouble Marketing
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raised, but at the same time
the

D

should
The duck,

\thers wet, which sup-
I test the

before

not wander tar

on

with plenty of
clean drinking water, but not milk, as that 1s not good
Give them some sand and grit, and
gradually whole grain and shorts may be safely fed

When fattening, I keep them shut up and feed a
mash consisting of shorts, chopped oats and barley
buttermilk, house
Young ducks should be
fed five or six times a day but only as much as they
be got
in a shorter period than chickens

RosAMOND GRABHAM

traw at the bottom and fed on barley meal mixed up there

into a stiff paste with any milk you have to spart any

Give it to them as dry as possible, by the ten weeks trouble 1n

hesy uld then weigh four or five pounds each this respect depends on the fertility of the eggs set
[f one were living near a town or city I would ad- One source of loss is the yvoung ducks getting on thein

vise selling privately There are plenty of hotels and b and dying before they are found and turned

private house which, if they can rely on a steady over
ipply, much prefer to buy fresh from the farm:. right
Alwavs keep the quality up and you will always find «
read i1e [ always advise plucking and dressing the
the birds ready for table, as a good many housewives any number are lost in this way, if «
1€Ct T the dra NIT1E ]‘ll-w'm \H T’«',H\lt‘l‘r .H)*i I]lr'
lown ild be properly dried and placed away for
hior et which 1 inother profit. ha
| he we time of fatten- If
ive plent ducks are more days,
¢ 1 let the
| ture tbout the end of
) ( i1 ge for about
el efore (Cl I B ) I h

Iy
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[f they get on their backs, they seem unable te
hemselves, and simply lie and kick until they

1

I

ime chilled,
Warm

The
v affected
are
fed

1]
1s seldom

ooking atter
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