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A wucui;/xlcm ADDBE?é,

BY REV. 0. B. PITBLADO, OF 8T. ANDREWS, N.B.

The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we

re not saved —Jkr. viii, 20.

Tlewi is the wail of a besieged city. The na-
tion of Judab had departed from God. Nebu-
chadnezzar, according to prediction, had laid
siege to Jerusalem. False prophets told the
people that help was coming. After waiting

for vearly a year, Jeremiah represents them as
sighing, ** the harvest is past, the summer is

Spne—

To come closer, kave you been doing any- year for saviag you soul.
thing for Jesus during the harvest of the clos- the opportunities of the year to gaio, not sal-
Many of you bave filled

He has been thinking of you, and working 'your coffers fuller with gold, while you have
for you, his good things and kind deeds bave neglected that gold whi-h can alone make your
been to you, countless as the apple blossows of being healthy. Some of you bave increased
the summer orchards, or as the golden ears of your houses while you have neglected that
He bas built your terit ‘‘bouse not made with hands, eternal in
by the oasis and the spring, and scattered the beavens.” You have all increased your
manua all around. He bas hung at the girdleiwnrdrobu. while you have neglected **the

ing year ?

autumnal grain fields.

—_—

! vation, but the world.

of the year a horn of plenty. " He has set upon | best robe” which the Father gives to all His

|its brow a coronal of emerald and gold.

And 'returned prodigals.

You have maltiplied your

ended, and we are not saved.” This, or -ome-: for your special benefit, He has thus enriched {friends, but you bave forgotten the **friend
thing like it, is, or ought to be the wail of and beautified the seasons. Have you thought | that sticketh closer tban a brother.” You have

many a soul to night. Sad to tell, that many
of you sitting in this noon hour of the last
night of 1870, have to confess that these aw-
ful words are applicable to you. The people
of Jerusalem could not save themselves from
the King of Babyloa. You wowld not have
your souls saved from the ‘* Prince of this
world.” The Egyptians came not, as expected,
to save the besieged city. God bas often come
to your aid this year, and entreated you to be
saved. But the year bas gone with its golden
possibilities and glorious opportunities and you
are not saved. :

@ Let us make this text the centre of a few
watch-unight reflections :

The harvest-work of the past year.

Harvest suggests a seed-time, and a reaping
time, according to the quantity and the quality
of the seed sown.

The sced-sowing. What a sowing has been
going on. Seed of all kinds bhas been sown;
material seed on hill and plain; intellectual
and moral seed on immortal soil; seed that
must help to curse and impoverish,or bless and
enrich humanity. Everywhere seed has been
scattered ; not only in field and garden, but ou
rock and way-side; not only in families and
schools, but on play grounds and at street-cor-
pers ; not only in Church aod lecture-ball, but
in ball-room and rum-den. All men have beeu
sowing—sowing for either the animal or the
spiritual harvest.

The Reaping. See yoander reapers among
the yellow wheat. They are all busy; some

..ave gathering,some binding and others building.

Fling your mind trom the little rustling grain
field, to the fields ot the great world. and be-
hold all men sweating and moiling at the reap-
ing. Away outon the restless rocking sea—
bick in the rude rustic hamlet—down in the
bumming, heaving city, men have this year,
been busy, busy reaping. Warriors on fields
of blood and battle have been reaping in
wholesale butcheries, that fling into insignifi-

it worth while to do anything for Him in re-
his labor,it returns to him an offering in flowers

clouds, gives to hills and glens, of its treasures,
they freely send it back again in stream and
streamlet, rill and river. If you are by any of
your fellows befriended, you try in some way
to return their kindness. Jesus has,all tLe year,
been giving you of his labor, giving you of His
treasure, giving you of His friendship. = Have
you ever tried by purse or pen, hand or tongue,
bead or heart, to make any return? If He
gave you one talent, He expected it to in-
crease, and to be consecrated to His service.
Have you made the best it? Has the soil of
your being remained barren as Sabara, or has
it become fruitful as ** the garden of God" ?

Have you suffered for Jesus?

Many of you have been afflected in body.
Were you able to say, like the good, old, sick
woman, who when asked if she would like to
be well again, to work for her Saviour, re-
plied, ** 1 am suffering for Jesus.” The angel
of death has been hoveriag above many of yoar
gardens. Some of your sweet flowers bave fad-
ed in the cold wind of his flapping wings.
They bave been hid away amid grave dust.
Eyes are now sealed in darkness, where a year
ago star-fire burned. There are dear life-
roots under the snow drift and the mound to-
night that a year ago twined, like willow root-
lets around Joving hearts. What! our sweet
flowers bid amid the frozen dust? Ne. God
wanted them for his own garden in the skies.
Eyes of loving christians sealed in night. No.
They are now full of the star-light of eternity.
Youung lite roots buried in the earth? No.
They are planted in the sun-soil of Paradise.
** Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.”
At parting were you able to say, with Job,—
** The Lord giveth and the Lord hath taken
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord,” or
with Eli.—*It is the Lord: let Him do what
th Him good.” The Lord took your

sance the red reapings of the Macedonian, of
the young Carthagenian, or of the man of Cor-
sica. Reapers on the fields of literature, and
art, and science, have been busier than the
Grecians in the days when Phidias sculptured,
or when Plato taught. Reapers on ficlds of
commerce, bave been busier than were even
the Tyrians, when they unfurled their sails on
almost every sca. Reapers on philanthropic
and patriotic fields bave been toiling witha
purpose, not inferior to that of Howard,
Pounds, or Florence Nightingale, and witha
spirit not surpassed by Leonidas or Tell,
Wallace or Washington. Reapers on the
fields of religion have been labouring with as
much zeal, devotion, and joy as he who shook
Popedom on her seven hills, tossed the Pope’s
Bull into the fire, and set the world’in a blaze;
as he who translated the Bible into sixteen dif-
ferent languages, and laboured and waited in
India for seven long years before he saw one
Hindoo brought to Jesus; as Judson, who
toiled, prayed and wept through nearly eight
weary years, before one Burmese professed
faith in Christ ; and as those in Tahiti and other
heatben lands, who labored not seven or eight,
but sixteen or seveiteen years before day be-
gan to dawn.
Mark all this reaping has been according to
previous sowing. Iu proportion to the qusn-
tity sown has been the quantity reaped. Proof:
in 2 Cor. ix. 6, we read,—*‘ He which soweth
sparingly, shall reap -also sparingly; and he
which soweth bountitully shall reap also bounti-
fully.” More important still is the principle
that in accordance with the quality of the seed
sown, will be the quality of the barvest. Lis-
_ten,—** Be not deceived: God is not mocked:
for whatsoever a man soweth that shall be also
reap.” That, quoted ‘from Gal. vi. 7, is the
principle of buman harvesting. Sow lily-seed
and you reap lilies and not hyacinths. Sow
thistle seed and you reap thistles and not
wheat. Study poetry and you become, not a
mechanic, but & savant in poeties. Live for
pelf, and you become, not a philanthropist, but
a dry, icy selfist. Live for balls, and pan.iel,
and dioners and you become, not more spirit-
ual, but more animal. You become, to use an
expression of Emerson's, little more than
«¢ gacks and stomachs.” Live for jewelry, and
drapery, and upholstery, and you become, not
more earnest and real, but mere bollow shams,
or pretty dolls, or starched tops. Live accord-
ing to Bible principle, and you will rise—rise
in kinduess, goodness, nobleness, generosity
and love. Don't forget those laws of the ma-
terial, mental and moral uaiverse of God. Du-
ring the past year all bave been reaping accor-
ding to the quantity and quality of the seed
sown. Plodding farmers bave been reaping in
cultured lands, aod rich, ripe stores; diligent
stores; diligent merchants in prosperous busi-
nesses and well-filled tills ; tireless students in
developed intellects, and broader, deeper lore;
zealous philanthropists in hearts made lighter
aod bomes made brighter; working Christians
in graces grown, in truth triumphant and souls
saved ; bumble, believing penitents in sins for-
given and hearts made pew; Bible supplicants
in prayers answered. that have come down
among souls like sun-bursts and dew-falls.
Formalists bave been reaping in withered lives
and frozen natures; sceptics in ghastlier gloom
and more mill-dewed beings; sensualists in
more ragged constitutions and more worm-
eaten souls. Observe here, that there is much
of the seed sown the past year and year$ that
has not yet been reaped. As within a grain of
wheat there slumbers many a yellow, mellow,
barvest, so in every seed-action there sleeps
boundless, endless barvests of joy or sorrow.
_Remember the eternal principle :—** He that
soweth tojthe flesh sballjof the fleshjreap corrup-
tion ; but be that soweth to the spirit shall of
the spirit reap life everlasting.”

lambs in kindness. Where the shepherds
among the Alps want their sheep to go up
higher, they take the lambs in their arms and
carry them away through the rugged gorges
and up the baggard rocks, to the green patches
beyond. The sheep follow bard after their
tambs. Perhaps God carried yours away to
pasture on the hills of heaven, that you might
follow them thither. Our homes are emptying,
but heaven is filling, and as Gerald Massey
puts it,

‘“ Tis something ior the poor bereaven,

In such a weary world of care,

To feel that we have friends in heaven."”
God has also been shattering some of your
sunniest earthly kopes, and wrecking some of
your best built, gaily launched, richest
freighted sehemes, on wild night seas.” You
have ;suffered under these bercavements and
disappointments. How? In the spirit of re-
signation or rebellion? Have yon seen your
Father’s hand at the belm, and heard His voice
in the storm, saying.—** When thou passest
through the waters I will be with thee.” Have
you been able from beneath the dark wing of
the night to respond—** Thy will be done.”
Then in your experience the night has been
starred, the storm hushed, the Marah waters
sweetened, and the crosses turned to crowns
for the brow of your brightening soul. ** All
things work together for good to them that love
God.”

“ God knows and we may some day know

These hidden secrets of his love.’

Confidence in His dealings will enable us to
sing in adversity,—

His purposes will ripen fast,

Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

Have you worked for Jesus?
A great deal of fashionable singing, praying
and preaching, has been done during 1870, but
it is well to remember that all these may be
performed after a fashion, without any Chris-
tian work having been done. Formalism, sen-
timentalism, conventionalism, and other isms
bave been passing for the religion of the Naz-
arine.  Vineyard Christianity bas been quite
unfashionable in many quarters. One would al-
most think that working for Jesus was degrad-
ing to the elite of the church, and that protes-
sors in general were ncver made for work.
Many have been religious only by proxy. A
few ot the more generous havc hired the
preaching, the praying and the singing to be
done respectably for all. The religion
of the majority seems to have ended in the de-
sire to have a fine building and ‘‘ a good con-
gregation.” Religion to be worth much must
ever include, loving, doing, giving. Has your
religion caused you, for the sake of Jesus, to
carry a pitcher of water to tbe thirsty, a ray
of comfort to the sunless home, a bag of meal to
the empty barrel, and a crust of bread for the
ill spread table? Has it caused your purse to
open wider, your heart to get warmer, and
your garment whiter ? Has it enabled you to
gain one priceless soul for heaven.
Unsaved friend, what have you been doing
with the summer opportunities of the past
year?

Physical summer presented opportunities
for nature to germinate and bloom, sing and
poetize. Birds and brooks, gardens, fields
aud forests accepted the opportunity. Every
wayflower became an evangile, every blade a
little psalm-book, and every plant a scripture.
The husbandman accepted the long, lovely,
sunoy days which the summer presented, for
special work. But ‘‘ passing strange” it ‘is,
that you accepted not thie opportunities which
‘the moral summer presented, and now you have
tosay, ‘' the barvest is past, the summer is
ended and we are not saved.” ¢ BIAL
You have neglected the oppertunities of the

extended your knowledge, perhaps of nations

turn? If the gardener gives to the garden, of | and men, minerals, moons, soils and suns, but
]

| you have neglected the knowledge of ** Jesus

and fragrance. If the sea, by means, of Christ and him crucified. Oh! dont forget |

what ruinous work you have been downg, in
gaining the world to the neglect of your sonl.
You bave been building barriers across your
way to heaven—deepening the darkness of
your night—tightening the fetters of your slav-
ery—hanging the world around your neck to
drag you down to starless perdition. Ponder
well the unanswerable question,—-** What is a
man profited, if be shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul”? The whole world
gained would be a poor recompense for an im-
poverished, lost soul. Those who have gained
most of it, don't seem to have put much value
upon its possession.
looks to dying men.
his open, empty bands to be left protruding
from his shroud that men wight see the noth-
inguess of all the world. Severus, the great
Roman said, *‘I have been everything, and
everything is nothing.” Philip 111 of Spain said,
** what does all my glory profit, but that I have
so much the more torment in my death.” - Jobn
Bacon the English sculptor, said, ** what T was
as an artist seemed importaat while 1 Tived, but
what I was in Christ is the only thing of import:
ance now.” Ah! yes, the world is little to the
living, nothing to the dying; while to,_be in
Christ is everything to both the living and the
dying. Gain the world if you will and can,
but don't we beseech you. neglect your, death-
less soul.

You bave rosr the opportunities of. 1870.
** The harvest is PasT, the summer is ENDED.”
What if you had been wailing that in hell, in-
stead of admitting it amid the elosing moments
of a wasted year? Closing is the year, but
not closed. There is time yet betore the old
year dies, for the year of grace to dawn in life
aud light upon your soul—time yet for you te
leap into, the life-boat that is waiting by thes
wreck— time still to decide for God agd heaves.
*¢ Bebold now is the accepted. time, now is the
day of salvation.” ;

The year has gone and you sRE UNSAVED.
** We are not saved.” Thank God some of vou
have been saved this year. - You know what it
is to ‘“have passed trom death unto' life.”
Now shake off the grave clothes and 'live,
Now buckle on the harness and fight. 'Lay,
hold of the tools and work. Be not sloths nor
sleepy-heads, The
Church needs workers more than forge or for-
est, more than mice or mill, more than sea or
soil. Brother, Sister, you are now in the,field
between the two :ternities. While you.may,
sow golden seed, and reap golden harvests.
Many of you ‘‘are mot saved.”  Why?
You hold no such sceptical notions as those ot
Frothingham or Colenso. You are not eursed
with such atheistic ideas as those once held by
La Place the astronomer, and Shelley the poet.
You believe in God and His Bible, but yow
have not believed in Jesus, * with the heart
unto righteousness.” You may not be sensual-
ists, but are you any better?  Look at the
Epicureans who scem to think that the universe
is a vast banquet-chamber full of dinner-tables,
and couches of luxury—whose song seems to
be something like this, **let we drench our
garlands in wine-goblets, and  twine them drip-
ping and perfumed round our forebeads.” « Do
you think that you arc: nearer heaven than
these animal mud beings who spénd their Tives
in wallowing in the sewers of society? You
may not be mere fanafics, but are you any
better? Look at the pillar-saints or tylites
Thiok of Simeon of Syria standing on his pillar
for thirty-seven long years. See him standing
there in darkness and daylight, tempest and
calm and dying sixty feet. from the wicked
world, Do you think that you are nearer heav-
en than was that fanatic? ** You must be born
again.”

* You ** are not saved.” Why? Are you
determined to serve Jesus only with the palsied
powers of your being—to give him only the
fag end of your days,the leavings of the devil?
Are you going to live on in sin practically say-
ing, ** I'll serve Satan as long as I'can. T will
never serve Jesus uutil I can't belp it.” Surely
you have received distorted potions of what re-
ligion is. Do you thiuk that it is a sour-faced
sad-hearted kiud ot thing, that takes all the
sunshine and the sweetness out of life? You
bave been deceived. Religion sweetens the
cup of pleasure, brightens the wreath ot honor,
sanctifies all market work and beautifies the
noblest w rk. Sin is a gloom and despair: re.
ligion is light and ecstacy. Sin is defeat: re-
ligion is victory. Sin is death: religion is life.
Siu is bell ; religion is heaven.§ '

You * are not saved.” Why? Have you ta-
ken a leaseof life? Surely you have not for-
gotten that, ali unheralded, death may come.
Monitors of your coming end have been eve-
rywhere. Plilip of Macedon kept a page
tor the purpose ot whispering in his ear, ** Phil-
ip thou art mortal.” You bave required ne
such page. The drifting sky-rack, the leaves
that in dappled showers trembled down the
sighing wind in the dim, dusky twilight of the
year, the physical pain, the speetacles and staff,
the solemn funeral, the death gurgle, and the
dim dim eyes of dear dying ones—these have
all been whispering, *‘ man thou art mortal.”
As you stood gazing upon the dying, you have
almost felt the icy-winds from the valley freez-
ing your blood, almost smelled the aroma walt-
ed from the Eden shore. If you felt that you
too were ** passing away,” you must have felt
that you were unprepared to go. ** Oune gen-
‘eration passeth away, and another gencration
cometh ; but the earth abideth-forever.” The
hollow earth ‘has felt the  {oot-press of genera-
tions  now slumbering beneath mound and
|stoves. that look like shoals and rocks along
1ife’s sliore, ‘upon which buman barques have
fou jasfoundered many of them without 'a
What would you do, if

dreamers nor triflers.

moment’s warniag.

You bave accepted

How little and mean it |
Alexander commanded |

Frept you drink it.
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** Watch therefore ; for you know not the day
nor the hour wherein the Son 5f Man cometh.”

Would you like to be saved? ** Yes,” you an-
swer. Would you like to be saved to-night?
You besitate. Ah me! It may be with you, now
or never. If you ever intend to be saved, why
not now ? Will your conscience be less ossi-
fied, your passions less strong, the syren of
of temptation less fascinating, the devil less wi-
y to-morrow than now? Will there be any
elemeats of help in the future that there are not
in the present ? Will the Bible ever be made
more plain, or contain more earnest entreaties
and invitations than it does to-night? Will

| you saved, than he ig at_this' moment ? Jesus
| speaks,—** Come ; for all things are now ready.”
! God the Father speaks;—** Turnye, turnye,
for whywill ye die.” Friends, friends be warn-
| ed. Death may at any moment swoop upoa you
i all unsaved as you are. He cares not for bribes,
! or England's maiden Queen might have bribed
! him, when she cried, ‘* all my possessions for a
{ moment of time.” Mowments arc precious, They
! contain heaven or hell. Be warned. Howcan
[l prayerless life, ‘lead to a peaceful death?
said upon his dying bed,—** I fear I have neg-
lected prayer too much, to make it available
upon a death bed.” Neglect may be fatal. To-
morrow may be too late for ever. Too late for
heaven, but in time for hell. {Too late to launch
your immortal barque upon the sunny sea where
saints and angels will for ever sail and summer,
but in time to fling it out.in madness upon ** the
lake that burns with fire and brimstone,” where
the wreck of those who negleetéd **so great
salvation” are tossed ** forever” amid the fiery
tempest, in a region uwnlighted by a star of
hope, utisunned’by a’sniile of God.. Fost at
fast. Lost o spite of God's ‘warnings, invita:
tions, A promises, threatenings and pleadings.
Lost in spite of the death bf‘.Tgmn Chrigt. Lost
after all the knockings of the Holy Ghost at
your heart. Lost for, ever. What a wail will
that be rising; thrqugh ** the smoke of their tor-
ment,'—** the barvesis past, the summer is
ended nd'é.pro not saved.” .,

Thank God, you may be saved 1o mnight.
How *'" By “4* vepentance “towatd God, and
' faith ‘towar® Gur Lbrd Jesus ‘Christ.” ' God
canriot repént ‘tor you. ‘ Jesus cannot believe
for you., You mustrepent.” You must believe.
‘Except ye repent, ye shall Jikewise perish,"
+ Whasever believeth not is'condemned already .
Jesus complains, ** Xe il not come untome that
ye.might have life.” ,He can give lile to those
only. who de come, . Flis cross is no good to any
but those who lay hold of it. . You are drown-
ing; here is a rope, but it is no good except
you grasp it. - ‘*Lay hold on eternal life.” You
are thirsty ; hére'is water; but it is no good ex-
“ Whesoever will, let bim
tdke ‘the water ‘of life freely ™ ‘

“Ye thimi “m-“Gdl. 0 Jesus give ear,
And take through His blood, A power to deaw near,

His kind invitatioo, Ye sinners, embrace,
Aceepting salvatios, Saivasion by grace.”’

RARE PIETY AND SENSE.

The London Spectator is semi-skeptical, but
prints the follcwing; “and remarks that it con-
tains a wondroud spiritddl faet !

A certain Mrs. V. Tiving in Brighton, bas de-
voted herself'for sgme years past, tb the work
of reciafiting fatid w’oinen.' She ' has always

i tgeed ‘one would '¢i‘l$ec;, a special

foqnil.\n‘n in ex
difficulty, with Uie base creatures who giake {heir
living out of the shame of thede women. On
one such Mrs, V. had t.nud‘ all ber, persuasion;
it seqmed, in vain. At last.the woman sopght
ber. | She would:abandon,; she. said ;her, cv“nl
trade, bost theye was & dificulty. ji the lease of
her house. “*'Tcan’t be better while I ‘live in
that house, "werébier words | and the lease had
still ‘several years toTuh, ner had she any hope
that the landlord would releasé ier. - The next
day Mrs. V.'went'to hina’; he was 2 respectable
butcher. , Shé told 'him the whole  story.
Would be cancel thé léase ? The man would not
hear of such a thing. The woman always paid
ber rent. It was no matter of his for what she
used the house? Would he like to see his own
daughters in the House ? ‘was Mrss V.5 next
question! Tt moved him but without changing
his purpose, in *which, we are told, his wife
acquiesced. At lastshe asked the two to kneel
down with her faud pray that God would guide
them to do what was best to be done. - To that
they bad no ‘ebjection: = So she knelt down and
uttered an earnest cry that God would do what,
her words - had no power to do, and then took
her leave, full sorely discouraged. Late that
same evening the butcher came to her. He
could net forget what she had said about his
daughters. In short, he would cancel the
lease. So the woman was set free to earn an
honest livelihood. ‘- And a great change
passed, too,” we are told, ‘* over the butcher.”
He shut bis shop on Sanday and went regular-
ly to church with his family—matters which,
whatever their intrinsic importan e, were, any-
how recognition of a spiritual life, in the reali-
ty of which the' man probably believed 'for the
first time when he saw Mts. V. go down on her
knees.

The Spectator ia commenting on the matter
says:

Most of us, if we had ever found our way
into the man’s parlor, would have lost our tem-
per, - called bim, and not very unjustly, every
hard name that we could think of, and, in all
probability, left him much harder, and more sel-
fish, and generally all the worse for our med-
dling. - Shyness, the horror of what seews bad
taste, the shrioking from all display of religi-
oas feeling, would be insurmountable obstacles
to our taking the one effective way. So, at
least, we account for it to ourselves. But the
real obstacle, after all, is the want of faith. It
is impossible to conceive that a man who ac-
tually believed that God could be spoken to,
would listen if he were spoken to, should feel
shy, or consider for 8 moment whether what
he was saying was in good taste or no, or what
other people would think about his saying it.
It was exactly this simple, downright convie-
tioa ¢f one who heard her quite as really as the
butcher heard ber that Mrs. V. possessed, dnd
that removed mountains for her. We say the
conviction, the faith removed them, so inveter-

God ever be kinder, or more bent upon baving '

One of the greatest of English statesmen (Pitt) |

ply say that God moved them? Ifhe exists
at all, it is far easier to believe that such a
power should dwell in him, and be exercised
by him, tham that it should belong to some par-
ticular condition of this or that human miud.
Aund in this case, as it happens, we get free
from some of the
that beset the subject of prayer. If we are
ever to pray at all, it must be that God may
jmove our own wills or the wills of those about
| us to goed.

speculative  difficultics

HINTS TO YOUNG MINISTERS.

}
| Inexamining the great work of the ministry
|due regard should be had go the sacrifices
;which should be made, in o‘der to be a good
| minister of Jesus Christ. The man who is
about to build a tower, first sitteth down and
icountelh the cost, lest, after he has begun to
build, and is uot able to finish, those who pass
| gan 3 build and was not able to finish.’
! are nat to rush into the ministry flushed with
: the idea that thereby honour, wealth and world-
| ly ease are to be procaored. The true servants
‘of God have always been compelled to make
sacrifices, more or less, of some or all of these
things. The man who would enter the minis-
try for the purpose of acquiring any of these
worldly objects, or who would not enter it if
he knew he should sustain a worldly loss may
safely conclude that God has not called him to
the work, and need never fear the consequence
of refraining from preaching. A man may le
a preacher and get rich by it; he may be hon-
ored of men and live at ease, but these can ne-
ver be the objects of a man of God; and the
Plain truth of God, faithfully dispensed, is not
likely to be so well relished by the worldly-
.minded as to induce them to heap woridly glo-
ry on the bumble preacher.—No man is fit
to preach who would keep back an important
trath, through fear of censure, or through love
of gain. No man is to be counted a servant
of God, who to secure his neighbor's' encomi-
ums, or his purse, would cover or palliate sins
of ‘which he knows him to be guilty.—There-
fore!'to bé a miinister ot Christ, requires sa-
crifices of wealth, hdnor and ease. We look
about us and sée meén grow rich by labor, spe-
culstion and trade. Very well, so let it be;
bat the Lord’s servant has other work and oth-
er objects. His eyc must sever be _fixed on
posts of honor, extensive fields, spac ous build-
ings, shining coiv, or seats of sumptuous ease.
—These, all these,he must willingly resign and
sacrifice for the more exalted work of preach-
ing Christ, eonverting sinners, feeding and
leading the flock of God; that by his glorious
and self-denying ‘libor he mdy save souls.
Trueé, it may be required of a minister to be
hated, hunted, and persecuted, as were the
ancients ; but he should be reidy to say,
¢ None of these things move me ; neither count
I my life dear to mysel, that 1 might finish my
course with joy, and the ministry which I have
received of the Lord Jeésus to testify the Gos-
pel of the grace of God.’ . |
Young men, remember that the fathers in
the ministry laid the foundation by suffering
and sacrifice. Be not ungratetul; ¢laim not for
yourselves the lap of ease, while Zion bleeds
for want of faithful laborers. ' Veénture * forth
as Christ's soldiers, and lay down your life for
the cause, rather than desert it. Amen.

METHOD.

No feature of early Methodism is more seri-
ously neglected thau the systematic employ-
meat of the inherent forces of the Church, Mr.
Wesley's sagacity seemed to discover adapta-
tion in eyery available man to some wast of the
people.  There ‘'was less Jatent force in his than
-any other organization of the kind in the world.
By ‘working his people he made ‘them self-de-
veloped, which did away with the' necessity of
so much pastoral ‘oversight. The ‘active man
in the Charch needed no special care from the
pastor, for he felt alike solicitude for the suc-
cess ot the general work which the pastor bad.
This in two respects conduced to the prosperi-
ty of the Church- The pastor could give him-
self more wholly to evangelical labors, and de-
vote himself to those who were strangers to
grace, and his followers became each a smaller
ceater of a similar work, while there was com-
mitted to them, also, the visiting of the sick
and the poor for spiritual comtort and exhorta-
tion. This proved a great means of grace to
the lirger portion of the Church, and gave to
each a conscious individuality and made him
independent. Doubtless in those days there
was very little complaint among such persoas,
that *Our preachér don't vyisit us.’ They
bad no need of being visited, They would
rather excuse their minister for & more neces-
sary work. They felt themselves with their
pastor co-laborers with Christ ; be as the osten-
sible leader and they sharing similar responsi-
bility. The enterprising class-leader and ste-
ward are never heard to complain, because they
have not been distinguished by much cultiva-
tion from the husbandman, for they do not live
by it. It was the tree in the garden, on which
the Lord came seeking fruit, and found none, to
which the keeper said he would give special
culture. The live local preacher and exhorter
do not languish- for want of pastoral visiting,
for they have a work to do,and that work keeps
them alive.

The lesson from this is apparent. It be-
hooves every preacher to supply each one with
something to do. Let this be one of his most
diligent studies: How can I employ this man
and that man? If a pastor possesses a great
amount of originality, he can produce many ia-
ventions which will distribute the onérous la-
bors of his charge, and not only economize his
own strength, and bring into exercise and de-
velopment the forces of his sociefy.

The local ministry of the Church is less effi-
cient now that it should be, growing out of its
idleness. This condition gives less acceptabili-
ty to the people, and mskes its services less
benefieial. To this, in a large measure, may
be attributed the distance between the regular
and the lay, or local ministry, and it leads the
former to employ less this element of ‘the
Church. The sure remedy for this growing
evil -is for the pastor to reeognize his local

| . .
! by begin to 'mock him, saying, * This man be- | tions scattered, and of ministers and mewbers
You | of Christian Churches busily engaged in attend-

By Heaven’s command death waved his ebon ate is the habit of attributing such results to work, and require a faithful discharge of their MISSION FIELD
wand, - secondary causes im- allotted duties. Very few hav thod tn —
Atd sudden rushed forth to execute his purpose.” * s Tiot why shouli oh ot e N aties Sry WU Mve lhy. meinoe “ All the earth shall be filled with the glory of

calling forth this element, and little cffective
work can be done without it, yet an inestimable
oue can be done by it.

What the whole Church wants is a system
atic, peristent employmeut of its withering

ihe Lord.”—Num. xiv. 21.

Excovraaina.—Never did the foreign mis-
sionary work of the Church appear so encour
aging and hopetul as at the commencement of
1871. Everywhere the field is” widening, and
the cause is prosperiag. Pressing calls for
belp come from every point—the people are in-
quiring for the Word ot life.

The work is progressing in China. notwith-
tandiug the recent massacre. The missionar-

|ies are in good beart, and are cheered by the
| success of their labours. The work in India is
yielding a rich harvest, but the laborers are
few. The Sandwich Islands are strickea from
the list of Mission churches. They have be-
come sell-supporting churches, and aré sending
the Gospel to the distant islands of the sea.
¢ Cheering news reach us from Madagascar, that
the work never was more prosperous there. Pa.
ganism is everywhere waning, dying. So of
Mobammedanism. In Syria, Turkey and Bul-
garia the gospel is achieving glorious successes.

forces, and a more hearty co-operation of the
lay talent. When this is done there will be
fewer sickly complainers, afd more thrity,
sturdy, spiritual life in the Gospel ranks.

-

MISSIONARY GLEANINGS.

The prospects of the missionary enterprise

| on the opening of the new year are as diversi- |
fied as the fields of labor in which it is carried

In almost every part of Europe the deso-
lating war which still rages with tearfal tary af-

| fects more or less the efforts put forth by the
| agent of the respective missionary societies tor
the evangelization of the public. From Ger-
many we bear of homes desolated, congrega-'

on.

In Catholic countries, there are extraordinary
movements, which are opening the way for the
{ spread of pure Christianity. An extraordinary
o o . change bas taken place in Mexico, The peo-
1% ""s‘mn‘“"lple are calling for the Gospel as preached by

in France make touching appeals to the liber-|

of British Christians tor assistance loi‘h‘ Krtestast Church, Alrsndy aealy Sy

: . | Protestant congregations are gathered in that
carry on the good work in which they are en- ' coutierl Itals-tas aows hat 'ares open for
gaged, their pecuniary resource having b«en‘“w G‘;;P" and even Rome is receiving the

sadly crippled by the war ia which the country | Word of God from six faithful laborers thers
i Il involved. Nor is the i > §i | s ) .
is sull involved or is the intluence of the | Spain is wakingjup trom the sleep of . aad

deadly slrngglc less damaging to the spiritual |

ing the sick, the wounded, and the dying, hoth
on the field of battle and in the numerous hos-
pitals which are, alas! crowded with their suf-
fering fellow-country men.

ality

; . says, ** Give us the pure Word of life." Her
interests of the work; tor whilst many mem- 1 i ~ |

bers of Methodi . people are calling for the Gospel everywhere.
bers of Methodist congregations are prnrsﬂed Let the Church "juim_be' triumphn are ‘".‘
into active service in the field ot battle,

and glorious® The world is ready for the Gos-
pel, and should be taken for (‘hristj

Tie TeLo0Goo MissioN.--One pf the most
remarkable revivals in modern times is now in
the Teloogoo mission, India. The Revd. Mr.
Clough, writing to the Missionary Magaesine,
says: ** Qur work still moves on like & noble
river, Every month I hear of whole villages
that are casting away their idols and turning
to Jesus for salvation. One hundred and
eighty-three have united with ussipce Jan, lst.
Our native preacher, Kondiab, who labors
northwest of Cumbum, stated that he thought
that at least 800 in his ficld are ready for bap-
tism,

Divvine Promises.—Dr. Dean, of the Chi-
nese mission of Bankok, spesks of the wonder-
ful triumphs of the Gospel among the Teloo-
goos, through the Macedonian, as followsi—

** What glorious tidings from the Teloogoos.
* The lone stag,’ that was threatened by ag an-
nual consultation for years, with being ahscur-
ed by the dark cloud of abandonment, has be-
come the brightest of the constellation. What
a chiding to our faith, what a cheering to our
work ! And still, were the whole constellation
of glittering mission stations blotted out, our
chiet inspiration and the main encouragemeat
ot our work still remain, in the power of the
Gospel and the promises of the Bible.”

A Dwricurt Crass or Hmataex.—In
Southern India is a caste of people known as
the robber-caste. They regard it as their birth-
right to plunder the people ,belonging to othsr
castes. They are exceedingly difficult of access
to the Christian missionary, but several of ¢he.n
have been led to embrace Christianity and the
power of the Gospel is felt among them, . The
Christian religion will achieve great triumphs
even among the most difficult class of all the
beathen. None in beathen or Christian lands
are 50 difficult to reach but they may be réach-
ed by the Gospel. 5

those who remain at howe are not in a favor-
able condition to profit by the ministrations of
their zealous pastors.

In Spain the agent of the Wesleyan Mission-

ary Society has returned to his work -at Bar-
celona with his wonted earnestness, after
some interruption occasioned by the fel‘:
pestilence which for some time desolated
land, but which has now happily subsided.
The newly-elected King is now aseending bis
throne, and it will soon bz 'seen what measures
will be adopted under the newregime with refer-
ence to religious liberty, and’ other importaat
matters. Knowing as we do, by experience,
the animus of Popery, we ave tar from sanguine
as to the prospects of Protestant, Christianity
in the Peninsula ia the present state ot things.
Nor are we so elated as some appuear to be with
the course-of events in' Italy, in a missionary
point of view. Rome-bas become the capital of
the eountry, it “is true; and there has. been a
rush of the representatives of the different Pro-
testant Churelies to the eternal city, but as yet
nothing has béen done in the way of evangelis-
tic work beyond the holding of a few religious
meetings in private houses, at which the Gov-
ernment authorities have thought proper to
wink for the present, Further progress will be
a work of time, and nothing less than perse-
vering labor, faith, and prayer, sccompanied
by the Almighty power of the Holy Spirit will
conquer the ** Man of Sin,” and prepare - the
way of the Lord in Popish couantries,
In Africa the work of evangelisation proceeds
as well as could ba expected. On the western
coast many difficulties have to be encountered,
both from the unhealthy character of “the clis
mate and’ the superstitions of the people,
Nothing more has been heard of the proposed
cession of the River Gambia Settlewent to the
French—an arrangement which, if carried out,
could scareely fail to be very injurions to the
interests of the colonists and the progress of the
Wesleyan Mission. At British Akrah a gloom
bas been cast over the station by the sudden
death by fever of the son ot the Rev, Henry
Wharton, who has just returned: from Eagland
to resoccupy a sphere of labor in which he had
been usefully engaged for more than twenty
years..  From the Cape of Good Hope we have
received the intelligence of a gracious revival
of religion which has been going ou for some
time in Cape Town and on the neighboring stas
tions. At the date of our last communications
a considerable number of young people had
been gathered into the told of Christ, and the
good work was still goiag oa, concerning which
we shall, no doubt, have full particulars through
official channels. In the eastern province of
the Cape Colony the principal missionary event
of the last few months was the opening of the
Jubilee Chapel at Heald Town on which oc-
casion a large concourse of people were assem-
bled, and when twenty-five children and fifty-
eight adults were publicly baptized in connec-
tion with the iateresting services which were
held.

The gathering clouds which for sowe time
threatened to interrupt the peace of the coun-
try and the progress of missions in China, ap-
pear to be dispersing ; and we trust the agents

Letter from Bishop Morris: ut

METHODISM—ITS PROGRESS AND ITS
WANTS! '

As far as my knowlod"o ‘goes, Methodism is
progressing encouragingly in several aspécts of
its history; namely, numerically, financially,
in the eréction’ of elegant houses of - worship,
and in gederal influence. But to insyre com-
plete and final success, it seems to nwe there
ave several things needed; and,

1, Preaching—not reading compesitions,
bowever elaborate or elegant; but preaching.
To preach is publicly to explain the will of
God as contained in the Holy Scriptures ; it is
to speak the holy truth of Christ from the
beart to the heart, as did our fatbers fifty years
ago, when the Gospel was the power of God
unto salvation to all who believed. . Qur fatbers
in the Gospel were not encumbered with any
manuscripts or notes in the pulpit, but regard-
ed them as worse than useless.

2. We need stricter moral discipline. Let
it be understood that no immoral man, however
wealtby or liberal, can be allowed to remain in
our Church without repentance and reforma-
tion. I never kuew any evil to result from a
of the respective societies will be permitted to | taithful, judicious administration of our moral
prosecute their work  without lestation. | discipline, but much evil may result to all con-
We bave good news from Contiseutal India | cerned trom neglecting it.
and Ceylon. In the place last mentioned the | 8. We need a better attendance at class-
gracious revival of religion, commenced some | meeting and prayer-meeting. These meetings
time ago, still goes on, and there has been a | are numbered among the means of grace, and
considerable accession to the native churches | every pastor is required to enforce the rule
of hopeful converts. against all who willtully neglect them, under a

From the southern world, with its numerous | penalty of being censured by bis own Coafer-
islands dotting the vast Pacific oceéan, the latest | eace. The notion of some, that the rule re-
missionary intelligence is of a pleasing charae- | quiring attendance at class-meeting as a term
ter. The progress of the work is steady and | of membership is abolished, is a mistake, and
sure; and there is good reason to hope that | reflects upon their want of iptelligence. See
for prosperity and blessiog the future will not | Discipline, page 86. There are two classes of
only be as the past, but much more abundant. | Methodists who like class-meetings, namely,

Nor are the missions in the Dominion of | those who enjoy experimental religion, and
Canada and in other parts of the Continent of | those who earnestly desire and seek it; but
America less prosperous and promising. From | such as bave no religion, enjoy nooe, and waat
all parts we hear of progress and the unceasing | none, make light of the matter.
advancement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. The T. A. Morzus.
enemies of the cross are numerous and power-
ful; but we have the assurance of God's Holy
Word that they shall all be ultimately van-
quished. To the ‘*King of kings and Lord
of lords” every knce shall bow; to Him every
tongue shall confess ; and He, whose right it i
to reign, shall sway his sceptre over a subjugat-
ed world. To this end of the work must be
vigorously sustained by enlargedfChristian be-
nevolence, by bearty, earnest advocacy, _.by

genuine sympathy, by fervent, ersevering
prayer in the closet,in the tamily,and'in tbt:
sionary prayer-meeting. Let professing Chri
tiaos faithfully discharge their duty in Iium
ter, and God, even our own God,will give us his
blessing.—L ondon Watchman.

Salubria, Jan. 2, 1871.

MORE AND MORE IT SPREADS AND
GROWS

A writer to The Congregationalist, ** a re-
spected and venerable brother,” it says, thus
gives a few indices of the increasing growth in
the number of the believers in the Higher
Life. It will be noticed that they comptise
almost every Christian body. Prof. Upbam
and wife are Congregationalists. Dr. Palmer
and wife are Methodists, Pearsall B..-;In:
Friend, Dr. Cullis an Episeopalisn.
have added, Rev. Messrs. Broadmaa and

preachers and afford them a systematic plan of




