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A WATCH^flGHT ADDRESS,

BY BtV. O. B. F1TBLADO, Of BT. ANDREW», N.B.

The barren i. put, the summer i. ended, and we
re not laved —J**. viii, 20.
This is the wail of a besieged city. The na

tion of Judah had departed from God. Nebu
chadnezzar, according to prediction, had laid 
liege to Jerusalem. False prophets told the 
people that help was coming. After waiting 
for nearly a year, Jeremiah represents them as 
sighing, •• the harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved.” This, or some
thing like it, is, or ought to be the wail ot 
many a soul to night. Sad to tell, that many 
of you sitting in this noon hour of the lut 
night of 1870, have to confess that thcae aw
ful worda are applicable to you. The people 
of Jerusalem could not save themselves from 
the King of Babylon. You would not have 
your souls saved from the "• Prince of this 
world." The Egyptians came not, as expected, 
to save the besieged city. God has often come 
to your aid this year, and entreated you to be 
•aved. But the year has gone with its golden 
possibilities and glorious opportunities and you 
are not saved.
# Let us make this text the centre of a few 
watch-night reflections :

The hurvcit-work of the poet year.
Harvest suggests a seed-time, and a reaping 

time, according to the quàntity and the quality 
ol the seed sown.

The seed-sowing. What a sowing has been 
going ou. Seed of all kinds has been sown ; 
material seed on hill and plain ; intellectual 
and moral seed on immortal soil ; seed that 
must help to curse and impoverish,or bless and 
enrich humanity. Everywhere seed has been 
scattered ; not only in field and garden, but on 
rock and way-aide;.not only in families and 
schools, but on play grounds and at street-cor
ners ; not only in Church and lecture-hall, bui 
in ball-room and rum-den. All men have been 
•owing—sowing for either the animal or the 
spiritual harvest.

The Reapiny. See yonder reapers among 
the yellow wheat. They are all busy ; some 
are gatberiug.some binding and others building. 
Fling your mind Irom the little rustling grain 
field, to the fields ot the great world, and be
hold all men sweating and moiling at the reap
ing. Away out on the restless rocking sea— 
kick in the rude rustic hamlet—down in the 
humming, heaving city, men have this year, 
been busy, busy reaping. Warriors on fields 
ol blood and battle have been reaping in 
wholesale butcheries, that fling into insignifi
cance the red reapings of the Macedonian, ol 
the young Carthagenian, or of the man of Cor
sica Keeper» ou the fields of literature, and 
art, and science, have been busier than the 
Grecians iu the days when Phidias sculptured, 
or when Plato taught. Reapers on fields ol 
commerce, have been busier than were even 
the Tyrians, when they unfurled their sails on 
almost every sea. Reapers on philanthropic 
and patriotic fields have been toiling with » 
purpose, not inferior to that ot Howard, 
Pounds, or Florence Nightingale, and with a 
spirit not surpassed by Leonidas or Tell, 
Wallace or Washington. Reapers on the 
field» ot religion have been labouring with as 
much zeal, devotion, and joy as he who shook 
Popedom on her seven hills, tossed the Pope’s 
Bull into the fire, and act the world'io a blaze ; 
as he who translated the Bible into sixteen dif
ferent languages, and laboured and waited in 
India lor seven long years before be saw one 
Hindoo brought to Jesus ; as Judson, who 
toiled, prayed and wept through nearly eight 
weary years, before one Burmese professed 
frith in Christ ; and as those in Tahiti and other 
heathen lands, who labored not seven or eight, 
but sixteen or seventeen years before day be
gan to dawn.

Mark all this reaping baa been according to 
prtvious towing. Iu proportion to the quan
tity sown has been the quantity reaped. Proof: 
in 2 Cor. ix. 6, we read,—" He which sowetb 
sparingly, shall reap also sparingly ; and he 
which soweth bountitully shall reap alio bounti
fully.” More important still is the principle 
that in accordance with the quality of the aeed 
sown, will be the quality of the barveit. Lis- 
ten,—“ Be not deceived : God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap." That, quoted from Gal. vi. 7, is the 
principle of human harvesting. Sow lily-seed 
and you reap lilies and not hyacinths. Sow 
thistle seed and you reap thistle» and not 
wheat. Study poetry and you become, not a 
mechanic, but a savant in poetics. Live for 
pelf, and you become, not a philanthropist, but 
a dry, icy selfiit. Live for balls, and parties, 
and dinners and you become, not more spirit
ual, but more animal. You become, to use an 
expression of Emerson’s, little more than 
“ sacks and stomachs." Live lor jewelry, and 
drapery, and upholstery, and you become, not 
more earnest and real, but mere hollow shams, 
or pretty dolls, or starched lops. Live accord
ing to Bible principle, and you will rise—rise 
in kindness, goodness, nobleness, generosity 
and love. Don’t forget those laws of the ma
terial, mental and moral universe of God. Du
ring the past year all have been reaping accor
ding to tbe quantity and quality of the seed 
sown. Plodding farmers have been reaping in 
cultured lands, and rich, ripe stores ; diligent 
stores ; diligent merchants iu prosperous busi
nesses and well-filled tills ; tireless students in 
developed intellects, and broader, deeper lore ; 
zealous philanthropist» in hearts made lighter 
and homes made brighter ; working Christians 
in graces grown, in truth triumphant and souls 
saved ; bumble, believing penitents in sins for
given and hearts made new ; Bible supplicants 
in prayers answered, that have come down 
among souls like sun-bursts and dew-fall». 
Formalists have been reaping in withered lives 
and frozen natures ; sceptics in ghastlier gloom 
and more mill-dewed being»; sensualists in 
more ragged constitutions and more worm- 
eaten souls. Observe here, that there is much 
of the seed sown the past year and yeazS that 
has not yet been reaped. A» within a grain ol 
wheat there slumbers many a yellow, mellow, 
harvest, so in every seed-action there sleeps 
boundless, endless harvests of joy or sorrow. 
Remember the eternal principle :—“ He that 
soweth tojthe flesh shall,of the fleabjreap corrup
tion ; but be that aoweth to the spirit shall of 
tbs'spirit reap life everlasting.”

To come doter, hate you been doing any- year for saving you soul. You have accepted 
thing for Jesus during the hatred of the clrit- the opportunities of the year to gain, not sal- 
ing year t 'ration, but the world. Many of you have filled

He has been thinking of you, and working 1 your coffers fuller with gold, while you have 
for you, his good things and kind deeds have neglected that gold wbi-fa can alone make your 
been to you, counties» as the apple blossoms of being healthy. Some of you have increased 
the summer orchards, or as tbe golden ears of your bouses while you have neglected that 
autumnal grain fields. He has built your tent “ house not made with hands, eternal in 
by the oasis and the spring, and scattered the heavens." You have all increased your 
manua all around. He has hung at the girdle j wardrobe, while you have neglected " the 
of tbe year a horn of plenty. " He has set upon best robe" which the Father give» to all Hi»

I its brow a coronal of emerald and gold. And returned prodigals. You have multiplied your 
• for your special benefit, He has thus enriched j friends, but you have forgotten tbe “ friend

•• By Hravee’t ermiaand death waved his ebon 
weed,

Al d sudden rushed forth to execute hi» purpose."
“ Watch therefore; for you know not the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son tif Man cometh." 

Would you like to be saved} •• Yes," ye

ate is the habit of attributing such results to 
secondary causes. But why should wê not sim
ply say that God moved them ? If he exista 
at all, it is far easier to believe that such a 
power should dwell in him, and be exercised 
by him, than that it should belong to some p.tr-

swer. V\ ould you like to be saved to-night ? tjcular condition ot this or that human mind. 
You hesitate. Ah me ! It may be with you, now And in this case, as it happens, we get free 
or never. If you ever intend to be saved, why jr0IU eome „( tbe speculative difficulties 
not now ? Will your conscience be less oesi- ibe subject ol prayer. If «« are
fied, your passions less strong, tbe syren ot erer pray at all, it must be that God may 
ol temptation lea. fascinating, tbe devil less wi- muTe „„ own win, or ^ „au tLu.e about 
ly to-morrow than new ? Will there he any uf t0 good

work, and require a faithful discharge of their 
allotted duties. Very lew have any method tn 
calling forth this element, and little effective 
work can be done without it, yet an inestimable 
one can be done by it.

What the whole Church wants is a system 
atic, peris tent employment of its withering 
forces, and a more hearty co-operation of the 
lay talent. When this is done there will be 
fewer sickly complainers, arid more tbrttv, 

! sturdy, spiritual life in the Gospel ranks.

MISSION FIELD.

• Ith the gler? at

and beautified the seasons. Have you thought i ‘bat stieketh closer than a brother.” You Lave f k™®01* °* *le*P f“tU™.,bat there are n®1 
it worth while to do anything for Him in re-: extended your knowledge, perhaps of nations in * e Preeellt tie ib e ever be ma e ,

and men, minerals, moons, soils and suns, but 
you have neglected the knowledge of “ Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. Ob ! dont forgea

turn ? If the gardener gives to the garden, of 
his labor.it return» to him an offering in flower» 
and fragrance. If the aea, by mean», of 
clouds, gives to hills and glens, ofits treasures, 
they freely send it back again in stream and 
streamlet, rill and river. If you are by any of 
your fellow» befriended, you try in some way 
to return their kindness. Jesus has,all the year, 
been giving you of his labor, giving you of His 
treasure, giving you of His friendship. Have 
you ever tried by purse or pen, band or tongue, 
head or heart, to make any return ? If He 
gave you one talent, He expected it to in
crease, and to be consecrated to His service. 
Have you made the best, it ? Has the soil of 
your being remained barren as Sahara, or has 
it become fruitful as “ the garden of God”?

Bave you tuffered for Jetut 1
Many of you have been afflected in body. 

Were you able to say, like the good, old, sick 
woman, who when asked if she would like to 
be well again, to work for her Saviour, re
plied, “ I am suffering for Jesus." The angel 
ot death has been hovering above many of your 
gardens. Some of your sweet flowers have fad
ed in the cold wind of his flapping wings. 
They have been bid away amid grave dust. 
Eyes are now sealed in darkness, where a year 
ago star-fire burned. There are dear life- 
roots under the snow drill and the mouud to
night that a year ago twined, like willow root
lets around loving hearts. What ! our sweet 
flowers hid amid the frozen dust ? Ne. God 
wanted them for his own garden in the skies. 
Eyes of loving Christians sealed in night. No. 
They are now full of the star-light of eternity. 
Young lile roots buried in the earth? No. 
They are planted in the sun-soil of Paradise. 
“ Blessed are the dead who die iu the Lord." 
At parting were you able to say. with Job,—
‘ The Lord giveth and the Lord bath taken 

away ; blessed be the name of the Lord," or 
with Eli.—” It is the Lord : let Him do what 
seemetb Him good." The Lord took your 
lambs iu kindness. Where the shepherds 
among the Alps want their sheep to go up 
higher, they take the lambs iu their arms and 
carry them away through the rugged gorge» 
and up the haggard rocks, to the green patches 
beyond. The sheep follow hard alter their 
lambs. Perhaps God carried yours away to 
pasture on the hills of heaven, that you might 
follow them thither. Our homes are emptying, 
but heaven is filling, and as Gerald Massey 
puts it,

HINTS TO YOUNG MINISTERS.more plain, or contai» more earnest entreaties .
end invitations than it does to-night ? Will | In e„mining the ~ wurV of tbe mini8tr). 
God ever be kinder, or more bent npon having due regard lbou|d b,. bad.0 ,acri6ces

wb&t ruinous work you have been doing, in t ^°U ®aved* ^an Ç* moment P *^8Ua I which should be made, in order to be a good
gaining tbe world to the neglect of your M.nl. ;Come ; fora!l thrngs are ready. ; œioUtel. of Jeaul Cbrilt. Tbe man who i, 
You have been buildiug barriers across your ^ e at er spea s; urnxe, turnje, to build a tower, first sitteth down and
way to heaven—deepeuiug iho darkness ot f°r dic ” FrieDds’frien^ ^ warn1 «>unteth the «>st, lest, alt^ he has begun lo
your night—tightening tbe letters ol your slav- 1 <d* ^al ma^ St roomenl swooP uP°a )ou build, and is sot able to finish, those who pass 
ery-hanging the world around your neck to j * ^ Kmock him, saying. • This man be-
drag you down to starlees perdition.

He cares not for bribes.
Ponder ! °r E“<?lan<1'“ maiden Queen m,6ht bribed ; ga„ u bui|d and „„ able w finishyou 

well the unanswerable question,-" What L a b,m’ wken *he cried„’ “ M my P0»***»0"’ a are not to rush into the ministry flushed with 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, ! "’‘’“"‘V’1'™ They tbe idea that thereby honour, wealth and world-
and lose hi, own soul”? The whole world bcaven orhell “ , „

* prayerless life, lead to a peaceful death?

•• All the esrth «hall he filled 
the Lord."—Xum. aiv. XI.

Encouraging—Never did the foreign mis
sionary work of the Church appear so eucour 
aging and hopelnl as at tbe commencement of 
1871. Everywhere the field is widening, and 
tbe cause is prosjieriug. Pressing calls for 
help come from every point—the people are in
quiring for the Word ot lite.

The work is progressing in China, notwith- 
tandiug the recent massacre. The miaeionar- 
iea are in good heart, and are cheered by the 
success of their laboura. The work in India is 
yielding a rich harvest, but the laborers are 
few. Tbe Sandwich Island» are stricken from 
the list of Mission churches. They have be
come sell-supporting churches, and are sending

- . , . . — , , , the Gospel to the distant islands ot the sea.feet» more or less the efforts put torth hr the ,,, . . . . ,, . . . r . / < Cheering news reach us from Madagascar, that
ageut ot the respective nnsiionarv societies lor .v u „,e ' the work never was more prosperous there. Pa.
the evangelization ot the public. Irom Ger- ga(mm cleryeherv wanj dling. ^
many we Lear of homes desolated, congnrga- Mohammedanism. In Syria. Turkey end Bui-
Uons scattered, and ot ministers and members1 ... , - , • , .garia the gospel is achieving glorious successes.
ol (.bnstiaii Churches busily engaged in attend- 

the sick, the wounded, and the dying, both |

MISSIONARY GLEANINGS.

The prospects of the missionary- enterprise 
on the opening of the uew year are as diversi
fied as the fields ol labor in which it is carried 
on. In almost every part of Europe the deso
lating war which still rages with learful tnrv al-

“ Til something lor the poor beresven,
In such a weary world uf care,
To feel that we have friends in heaven."

God has also been shattering some of your 
sunniest earthly hopes, and wrecking some of 
your best built, gaily launched, richest 
freighted schemes, on wild night seas. You 
have ^suffered under these bereavements and 
disappointments. How ? In the spirit of re- 
dgnation or rebellion ? Have yon seen your 
Father's hand at the helm, and heard His voice 
in the storm, say ing.—»“ When thou passest 
through the waters I will be with thee." Have 
you been able from beneath the dark wing of 
the night to respond—“ Thy will be done." 
Then in your experience tbe night has been 
starred, the storm hushed, the Marah water» 
sweetened, and the crosses turned to crowns 
lor the brow ol your brightening soul. •• All 
things work together for good to them that love 
God.”

“ God knows and we may someday know
These hidden secrets of his love.'

Confidence in His dealings will enable na to 
sing in adversity,—

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour ;

Tbe bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be tbe flower.

Have you worked for Jetut 1
A great deal of fashionable singing, pray ing 

and preaching, has been done during 1870, but 
it is well to remember that all these may be 
periormed after a fashion, without any Chris
tian work having been done. Formalism, sen
timentalism, conventionalism, and other isms 
have been passing tor the religion ol the Naz- 
arine. Vineyard Christianity has been quite 
unfashionable in many quarters. One would al
most think that working for Jesus was degrad
ing to the elite of the church, and that protes
tors iu general were never made tor work. 
Many have been religious only by proxy. A 
few ot the more generous have hired the 
preaching, the praying and tbe singing to be 
done respectably tor all. The religion 
of the majority seems to have ended in the de
sire to have a fine buildiug and “ a good con
grégation. " Religion to be worth much must 
ever include, loving, doing, giving. Has your 
religion caused you, for the sake ot Jesus, to 
carry a pitcher of water to tbe thirsty, a ray 
of comtort to the sunless home, a bag of meal to 
the empty barrel, and a crust of bread for the 
ill spread table ? Has it caused your purse to 
open wider, your heart to get warmer, and 
your garment whiter ? Ha* it enabled you to 
gain one priceless soul for heaven.

Untaved friend, what have you been doing 
with the summer opportunities of the past 
year ?

Physical summer presented opportunities 
for nature to germinate and bloom, aing and 
poetize. Bird» and brooks, gardens, fields 
aud forests accepted tbe opportunity. Every 
uiayflower became an evangile, every blade a 
little psalm-book, and every plant a scripture. 
Tbe husbaadman accepted tbe long, lovely, 
sunny days which the summer presented, for 
special work. But “ passing strange" it ie, 
that you accepted no t the opportunities which 
'the motal summer presented, and now you have 
to «ay, " the harvest ia past, the summer 
ended and we are not saved.”

You have neglected the opportunities of the

gained would be a poor recompense for an im
poverished, lost soul. Those who have gained 
mosf ot it, don’t seem to have put much value 
upon its possession. How little and mean it 
looks to dying men. Alexander commanded 
his open, empty hands to be left protruding 
from his shroud that men might see the noth
ingness of all the world. Severus, the great 
Roman said, " I have been everything, and 
everything is nothing;’’ Pbihp in uf Spain said, 
" what floes all my glory profit, but that I have 
so much the more torment in my death.” John 
Bacon the English sculptor, said, “ what 1 was 
as an artist seemed important while I lived, but 
what I was in Christ is the only thing of import
ance now.” Ah! yes, tbe world is little to tbe 
living, nothing to tbe dying; while to be in 
Christ is everything to both the living and the 
dying. Gain the world if you, will and can, 
but don’t we beseech you. neglect your death
less soul, . . . t,,:; ,,, n ’

You have lost the opportunities of 1870. 
“ The harvest is past, tbe summer is bwdkd.” 
What if you had been weilieg that m bell, in
stead of admitting it amid the closing moment» 
of a wasted year? Closing is theyekt, but 
not closed. There is time yet before the old 
year dies, for tbe year of grace to dawn iu life 
and light upon your soul—lime yet for you td 
leap into the lile-boat that is waiting by the; 
wreck— time still to decide for God aud heaven.

Behold now ia the accepted time, now it the 
day of salvation.” , ., t. roTtiu .

The year baa gone and you *rb unsaved. 
We are not taved.” Thank God some of you 

have been laved this year. You know what it 
ia to “ hero passed from death unto life.” 
Now shake off the grave clothes and line. 
Now buckle on the harness and fight. Lay 
hold of the tools and work. Be not sloth» nor 
sleepy-beads, dreamers nor triflers. The 
Church needs workers more than forge or for
est, more than mine or mill, more than sea or 
soil. Brother, Sister, you are now in tbe. field 
between tbe two eternities. While you may, 
sow golden seed, and reap golden harvest».

Many of you “ are not taved.” ^ Why ? 
You hold no such sceptical notions as those ol 
Frothinghamor Colenso. You are not cursed 
with such atheistic ideas as those once held by 
La Place the astronomer, and Shelley the poet. 
You believe in God and His Bible, but yon- 
have not believed in Jesus, " with the heart 
unto righteousness.’’ You may not be tentual- 
iiti, but are you any better ? Look at the 
Epicureans who seem to think that the universe 
is a vast banquet-chamber lull of dianpr-Uhla», 
and couches of luxury—whose song seems to 
be something like this, “ let ue drench our 
garlands in wine-goblets, and twine them drip
ping and perfumed round our foreheads.” De 
you think that you arc- nearer heaven than 
these animal mud beings who spend their lives 
in wallowing in the sewers of society ? You 
may not be mere fanatics, but are you any 
better? Look at tbe pillar-aaints or tylites 
Think of Simeon of Syria standing on his pillar 
for thirty-seven long years. See him standing 
there in darkness and daylight, tempest and 
calm and dying sixty leet lrom tho wicked 
world. Do you think that you are nearer heav
en than was that fanatic ? “ You must be born 
again.”

" You “ are not saved.” Why ? Are you 
determined to serve Jesus only with tbe palsied 
powers of yeur being—to give him only the 
fag end of your days,tbe leavings of tbe devil? 
Are you going to live on in sin practically say
ing, •* I’ll serve Satan as loog as I can. I will 
never serve Jesus uutil I can’t help it.” Surely 
you have received distorted notions ot what re
ligion is. Do you think that it is a sour-faced 
sad-hearted kmd ot thing, that takes all the 
sunshine and the sweetness out of life? You 
have been deceived. Religion sweetens the 
cup of pleasure, brightens the wreath ot honor, 
sanctifies all market work and beautifies tbe 
noblest w rk. Sin is a gloom and despair : re
ligion is light and ecstacy. Sin is defeat : re
ligion is victory. Sin is death : religion ii life. 
Sin is hell ; religion is heaven.]

You “ are not saved.” Why? Have you ta
ken a lease of life f Surely you have not for
gotten that, all unheralded, death may come. 
Monitor» of your coming end have been eve
rywhere. Philip of Macedon kept a page 
tor tbe purpose ot whispering in his ear,11 Phil
ip thou art mortal.” You have required no 
such page. The drifting sky-rack, tbe leaves 
that in dappled showers trembled down the 
sighing wind in the dim, dusky twilight of the 
year, the physical pain, the spectacles and staff, 
the solemn funeral, the death gurgle, and the 
dim dim eye» of dear dying ones—these have 
all been whispering, “ mau thou art mortaL’’ 
As you stood gazing upon the dying, you have 
almost felt the icy-winds from the valley freez
ing your blood, almost smelled the aroma wait
ed trom the Eden shore. If you felt that you 
too were “ passing away,” you must have felt 
that you were unprepared to go. “ One gen
eration passeth away, and another generation 
cometh : but the earth abideth forever.” The 
hollow earth baa felt the toot-press of genera
tion» now slumbering beneath mound and 

is stones, that look like shoals and rocks along 
fife"» tLorfi, upon which human barque» have 
foundered* foundered many of them without'a 
moment's warning. What would you do, if

a prayerless life, lead to a 
One of the greatest of English statesmen (Pitt) 
said upon his dying bed,—“ I fear I have neg
lected prayer too much, to make it available 
upon a death bed.” Neglect may be fatal. To
morrow may be too late for ever. Too late for 
heaven, but in time for hell. 4T00 late to launch 
your immortal barque upon tbe sunny sea where 
saints and angola will for ever aail and summer, 
but intime to fling it out in madness upon " the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone,’’ where 
tbe wreck ol those who neglected "so great 
•alvetioh” are teased •• forever" amid the fiery 
tempest, in a region unlighted by a star of 
hope, utiaunnèd %y a smile of God. Lost at 
ftit. Lost In spite of God's warning», Invita
tion», promises, tbreatenings and pleadings. 
Lost in spite ol the death of Jeans Christ. Lost 
after all the knocking» of the Hulv Ghost at 
your heart. Lost toy ever. Wha^ » wail will 
that be rising through ‘‘ the smoke oif their tor
ment,"—the harvest, is past, the summer ia 
ended and. we. are not saved."

Thank God, you may be taved to night. 
How ?; By repentance towartl God, and' 
faith 'towarS'^nir Lbrd Jeitia'Christ." God 
cannot repent tor you, ’Jeans cannot believe 
for you. Fi>u must repent. You must believe.

Y-’il • ' : ^09 WJ . .. ess 1 U ‘ » h 1 ui?Except ye repent, ye shall likewise perish." 
“Whosever believeth not is condemned already." 
Jesus complains. "Ye will not come unto-aae that, 
ye. wight have life." He can give lile. to those 
only who income. His cross ia no good to any 
but those who lay hold ef.it, . You are drown
ing ; here is a rope, but it ie »o good except 
you grasp it, “Ley hold on eternal lile.” You 
are thirsty ; hernia water, bat it is ao good ex
cept you drink it. ” Whosoever will, let him
take the water of lile fteely.”

" yiun rtoogo ucE _ -
Ye thirsty tar God, To Jesus give ear.

And take ihroegh His blood, A power to deaw near. 
His kind invitation, Ye sinners, embrace.
Accepting sahialiM, Salvation by gnu».” 1

" ' - ■ ■ . -

RARE PIETY AND SENSE.

The London Spectator ia semi-skeptical, but 
prints the following", "and remarks that it con
tain» a wondrous spiritual fret I 

A certain Mrs. T. living in Brighton, has de
voted herself for sijitne years past, tb the work 
- * —»-— j »-*»A-J _l——-" ’tpi -lKi Mway»

ly ease are to be proenred. The true servants 
of God have always been compelled to make 
sacrifice*, more or less, of some or all of these 
things. The man who would enter the minis
try for the purpose of acquiring any of these 
worldly objects, or who would not enter it if 
he knew be should sustain a worldly loss may 
aafely conclude that God has not called him to 
the work, and need never tear tbe consequence 
of refraining Irom preaching. A man may le 
a preacher and get rich by it ; be may be hon
ored of men and live at ease, but these can ne
ver be the objects of a man of God ; and the 
plain truth of God, faithfully dispensed, is not 
likely to be so well relished by the worldly 
minded as to induce them to heap worldly g lo
gy on the bumble preacher.—No man is fit 
to preach who would keep back an important 
truth, through tear ol censure, or through love 
of gaiu. No man ia to be counted a servant 
of God, who to secure his neighbor's encomi
ums, or his purse, would cover or palliate sir.s 

which be knows him to be guilty.—There
fore; to be a minister ot Christ, requires sa
crifices of wealth, honor and ease. We look 
about its and see men grow rich by labor, spe
culation and trade. Very well, so letit be; 
but the Lord"» servant has other work and oth
er object*. Hie eye must «ever be _ fixed on 
posts of honor, extensive fields, spae ou» build
ings, shining coin, or seats ot sumptuous ease.

■These, all these.be must willingly resign and 
sacrifice for the more exalted work of preach
ing Cbriet, converting sinners, feeding and 
leading the flock of God ; that by his glorious 
and self-denying labor he may save souls. 
True, it may be required of a minister to be 
hated, hunted, and persecuted, as were the 
ancient»; but he should be ready to eay,
• None of these things move me : neither count 
I my life dear to mysell, that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus to testify the Gos
pel of the grsce of God.’ ,

Young men, remember that tbe fathers in 
the ministry laid the foundation by suffering 
and sacrifice. Be not ungrateful, claim not for 
yourselvea the Up of ease, while Zion bleeds 
for want of faithful laborers. Venture" forth 
as Christ’s soldiers, aod Uy down your life lor 
the cause, rather than desert it. Amen.

In Catholic countries, there are extraordinary
on the field of battle and in the numerous ho." m0Tem,‘n'1- are °Peni"S lbe "V for *•
pitals which are. ala, ' crowded with their .uf- ' A" ea‘rao^inar7
fering fellow-country men.

*lie

of reclaiming lalWn women.
, as indeed one would expect, a special 
By.witÈ the base creatures who make their 

living .ont of the shame of these women. On 
one each Mrs. V. had tried, pill her persuasion, 
it seemed, in vain. ASiaat.l*# woman sought 
her. She weald,abandon,.she said her evil 
trade, bat there was * difficulty in the lease of 
her bona#. "«iTean'the better-while I live in 
that houM.’Hvevfe'tiar words ; and the lease had. 
still several yfeen to iwh, ner had she any hope 
that the landlord would release her. The next 
day Mrs. V. went to him'; he was a respectable 
butcher. She told him thé whole story, 
Would he cancel the lease ? The man would not 
bear of such a thing. Tbe woman, always paid 
her rent. It was no matter of his Tor wbst she 
used the house? Would he like to see his own 
daughters in tbe house? was Mrs, V.’» next 
question. It moved him but without changing 
his purpose, in which, we are told, hia wife 
acquiesced. At last she asked the two to kneel 
down with her (and pray that God would guide 
them to do what was beat to bs done. To that 
they had no objection. 80 ahe knelt down and 
uttered an earnest erv that God would do what 
her words had no power to do, and then took 
her leave, full sorely discouraged. Lite that 
same evening the butcher came to her. He 
could net foi get what she had «aid about hia 
daughters. In short, he would cancel the 
lcaae. So the woman was set free to earn an 
honest livelihood. And a great change 
passed, too,"we.are told, “ over the butcher." 
He shut his shop on Sunday and went regular
ly to church with his family—matters which, 
whatever their intrinsic importance, were, any
how recognition of a spiritual lile. in the reali
ty of which the man probably believed for the 
first time when be saw Mrs. Y. go down on her 
knees.

The Spectator in commenting on the matter 
says:

Moat of us, if we had ever found our way 
into the man’s parlor, would have lost our tem
per, called him, and not very unjustly, every 
hard name that we could think of, and, in all 
probability, left him much harder, and more sel
fish, and generally all the worse lor our med-i 
dling. Shyness, the horror of what seems bad 
taste, the shrinking Irom all display of religi
on» feeling, would be insurmountable obstacles 
to our taking the one effective way. So, at 
least, we eeoount for it to on twelve». But the 
real obstacle, after all, is the want of faith. It 
ra impossible to conceive that a man who ac
tually believed that God could be spoken to, 
would listen il he were spoken to, should feel 
shy, or consider for s moment whether what 
he was say ing was in good taste or no, or what 
other people would think about his saying it. 
It was exactly thia simple, downright convic
tion cf one who heard her quite aa really as the 
butcher heard her that Mrs. V. possessed, and 
that removed mountains for her. We say the 
conviction, the faith removed them, so inveter-

METHO D.

No feature of early Methodism is more aeri- 
ously neglected than the systematic employ
ment of the inherent forces of the Church. Mr. 
Wwky’s sagacity seemed to discover adapta
tion ie every available man to eome west of the 
people. There was less latent force in hie than 
hny other organisation of the kind m the world. 
By working bis people he made them self-de
veloped, which did away with the necessity of 
so much pastoral oversight. The active man 
in the Church needed no special care from the 
pastor, for he felt alike solicitude for the suc
cess ot the general work which the pastor had. 
Thia in two respects conduced to the prosperi
ty oi the Church- Tbe pastor could give biin- 
self more wholly to evangelical labors, and de
vote himself to those who were stranger» to 
grace, and his follower» became each a smaller 
center of a similar work, while there was com
mitted to them, also, the visiting of the aick 
and the poor for spiritual comfort and exhorta- 
tion. This proved a great means of grace to 
the larger portion of the Church, and gave to 
each a conscious individuality and made him 
independent. Doubtless iu those days there 
was very little complaint among such persoBa, 
that 1 Our preacher don't visit u».' They 
had no need of being visited. They would 
rather excuse their minister for a more neces
sary work. They felt themselves with their 
pastor co-laborers with Christ ; he s« the osten
sible leader and they sharing similar responsi
bility. Tbe enterprising class-leader and ste
ward arc never heard to complain, because they 
have not been distinguished by much cultiva
tion from the husbandman, for they do not live 
by it. It was tbe tree in the garden, on which 
the Lord came seeking fruit, and found none, to 
which the keeper said he would give special 
culture. The live local preacher and exhorter 
do not languish for want of pastoral visiting, 
for they have a work to do,and that work keeps 
them alive.

Tbe lesson from this is apparent. It be
hooves every preacher to aopply each one with 
something to do. Let this be one ot his most 
diligent studies : How can I employ this man 
and that man ? If a pastor possesses a great 
amount of originality, he can produce many in
ventions which will distribute the onerous la
bors of his charge, and not only economize his 
own strength, and bring into exercise and de
velopment the force* of his society.

The local ministry of the Church is leas effi
cient now that it ahould be, growing out of il» 
idleness. This condition give» less acceptabili
ty to the people, and makes its services less 
beneficial. To this, in a large measure, may 
be attributed lbe distance between the regular 
and the lay, or local miniitry, aod it lead» the 
former to employ less this element of the 
Church. Tbe sure remedy for this growing 
evil is tar the pastor to recognise his local 
preachers and afford them a systematic plan of

The missionaries 
in France make touching appeals to the liber
ality ol' British Christians tor assistance to 
carry on the good work in which they are en
gaged, their pecuniary resource having been 
sadly crippled by the war iu which the country 
is still involved. Nor is the influence of the 
deadly struggle less damaging lo the spiritual 
interests of the work ; lor whilst many mem
bers ol Methodist congregations arc pressed 
into active service in the field ot battle, 
those who remain at home are not in a favor
able condition to profit by the ministrations of 
their zealous pastors.

In Spain the agent of the Wesleyan Mission
ary Society has returned to his work it Bar
celona with his wonted earnestness, after 
some interruption occasioned by the feal 
pestilence which for some time desolated 
land, but which lias now happily subsided. 
The newly-elected King k now aseendiug his 
throne, and it will soon be seen what measures 
will be adopted under the nenregime with refer
ence to religious liberty, and other importaat 
matters. Knowing as we do, by experience, 
the animus of Popery, we are far from sanguine 
as to the prospects qf Protestant Christianity 
in the Peninsula in the present state ot thing*. 
Nor are we so elated as some appuar to he with 
the course-of events iu Italy, in a missionary 
point ol view. Rome has become tbe tapital ol' 
the country, it is true, and there has been a 
rush of the representatives of the different Pro
testant Churches to the eternal elty, but aa yet 
nothing has been done in the way of evangelis
tic work beyond the holding of a few religious 
meetings in private houses, at which the Gov
ernment authorities have thought proper to 
wink lor the present. Further progress will be 
a work of tune, and nothing less than perse
vering labor, faith, and prayer, accompanied 
by the Almighty power of the Holy Spirit will 
conquer the “ Man of Sin," aod prepare the 
way of the Lordia Popish countries.

In Africa tbe work of évangélisation proceeds 
as well as could ha expected. On tbe western 
coast many difficulties have to be encountered, 
both from the unhealthy character of the cli
mate and the superstition* of the people. 
Nothing more has been heard of the proposed 
cession of the River Gambia Settlement to the 
French—an arrangement which, if carried out, 
could scarcely fail to be very iiyurions to the 
interests of the colonials and the progress of the 
.Wesleyan Mission. At British Akrah a gloom 
ha» been cast over tho station by the sudden 
death by fever of the eon ol the Rev. Henry 
Wharton, who has just returned from Eeglatul 
to re-occupy a sphere of labor in which he had 
been usefully engaged for more than twenty 
years. From the Cape of Good Hope we have 
received the intelligence of a gracious revival 
of religion which has been going ou for some 
time in Cape Town and on the neighboring sta
tions. At the date of our last communications 
a considerable number of young people had 
been gathered into tbe told of Christ, aod the 
good work was still going on, concerning which 
we shell, no doubt, have full particulars through 
official channels. In the eastern province of 
the Cape Colony the principal missionary event 
of the last few months was the opening of the 
Jubilee Chapel at Heald Town on which 00- 
casion a large concourse of people were assem
bled, and when twenty-five children ami fifty- 
eight adults were publicly baptized in connec
tion with tbe interesting services which were 
held.

The gathering clouds which lor some time 
threatened to interrupt the peace ol the coun
try and the progress ol missions in China, ap
pear to be dispersing; and we trust the agents 
of the respective societies will be permitted to 
prosecute their work without molestation. 
We have good news from Continental India 
and Ceylon. In tbe place last mentioned the 
gracious revival of religion, comme need some 
time ago, still goes on, and there has been a 
considerable accession to the native churches 
of hopeful converts.

From the southern world, with its numerous 
islands dotting the vast Pacific ocean, the latest 
missionary intelligence is of a pleasing charac
ter. Tbe progress of the work is steady and 
sure ; and there is good reason to hope that 
for prosperity and blessing the future will not 
only be as the past, but much more abundant.

Nor are the missions in the Dominion of 
Canada and in other parts of the Continent of 
America less prosperous and promising. From 
all part» we hear of progress and tbe unceasing 
advancement of the Redeemer's Kingdom. The 
enemies of the cross are numerous and power
ful ; but we have tbe assurance of God’s Holy 
Word that they shall all be ultimately van
quished. To the “ King of kings and Lord 
of lords" every knee shall bow ; to Him every 
tongue shall confess ; and He, whose right it ia 
to reign, shall sway his sceptre over a subjugat
ed world. To this end of the work must be 
vigorously sustained by onJargedJChristian be
nevolence, by hearty, earnest advocacy, by 
genuine sympathy, by fervent, persevering 
prayer in tbe closet, in the family .and in tfuftnis- 
sionarv prayer-meeting. Let professing Chris
tians faithfully discharge their duty in this mat
ter, and God, even oar own God,will give ■» hie 
blessiug.—London Watchman.

change has taken place in Mexico, Tbe peo
ple are calling for tbe Gospel as preached by 
the Protestaut Church. Already nearly fifty 
Protestant congregations are gathered in that 
country. Italy has thrown her arms open for 
the Gospel, and even Rome ia receiving the 
Word of God from aix faithful laborer» there. 
Spain is wakingfup Irom the sleep of age», and 
says, " Give ua the pure Word of life." Her 
people are calling for the Gospel everywhere. 
Let tbe Church rejoice—her triumphs are greet 
and glorious" The world is ready lor the Gos
pel, and should be taken for Christ.

The Tkuvoooo Mission—One of the most 
remarkible revivals in modern timeis I» new iu 
tlie Teloogoo mission, India. The Revd. Mr 
Clough, writing to the Jfissionery ifagatine, 
lays : " Our work still moves on like s noble 
river. Every month I hear ot whole village» 
that are casting away their idols aud turning 
to Jeaus lor salvation. One hundred end 
eighty-three have united with ua since Jan. lat. 
Our native preacher, Kondiab, who labors 
northwest of Cumbuia, Mated that he thought 
that at least 300 in his field are reedy for bep- 
tiaro. "

Divvin* Psovisrs— l)r. Dean, of the Chi
nese mission of Bankok, speaks of the wonder
ful triumph» of tbe Goapel among the Teloo
goo», through the Mactdonian, ns fellow» l—

“ What glorious tidings Irom tho Teloogoo*.
" The looe sta^,’ that was threats usd by ao an
nual consultation for years, with being ubeour- 
ed by the dark cloud of abandonment, has be
come tbe brightest of the ooostellstloh. What 
a chiding to our frith, whet s cheering to our 
work ! And still, were the whole oossstaUation 
of glittering mission stations blotted 01* our 
chief in«pirstioD and tb* main encouragement 
ol our work stilt remain, in the power of the 
Gospel and the promises of the Bible."

A Difficult Claw of Hbatmb*.—Id 
Southern India is a caste of people known as 
tbe robber-caste. They regard it as their birth
right to plunder the people .belonging to oth*r 
castes. They are exceedingly difficult of access 
to the Christian missionary, bet sooortl of them 
have been led to embrace Christianity and the 
power of tbe Gospel is felt among them. The 
Christian religion will achieve great triumphs 
even among the most difficult class of all the 
heathen. None in heathen or Christian lands 
are ao difficult to reech but they may be resok- 
ed by tbe Gospel. > œ», ' •

Letter from Bishop Merria, 
METHODISM—ITS PROGRESS AND ITS

wants:

As far as my knowledge goes, Methodism 1» 
progreasing encouragingly in several aspects of 
its history ; namely, numerieally, financially, 
in the erection of olegent booses of worship, 
and in general influence. But to insure com
plete end final aneceas, it seems to me there 
are several things needed ; and,

1. Preaching—not reading compositions, 
however elaborate or elegant ; but preaching. 
To preach ia publicly to explain the will of 
God as contained i n the Holy Scripture* ; it is 
to speak the holy truth of Chriat from the 
heart to the heart, as did our fathers fifty years 
ago, when the Gospel was the power of tied 
unto salvation to all who believed. Onr fathers 
in tho Gospel were not encumbered with any 
manuscripts or notes in the pulpit, but regard
ed them as worse than useless.

2. We need stricter moral discipline. Let 
it be understood that no immoral mau, however 
wealthy or liberal, can be ellowed to remain in 
our Church without repentance and reforma
tion. I never knew any evil to result from a 
faithful, judicious administration of our moral 
discipline, but much evil may result to all con
cerned from neglecting it.

8. We need a better attendance at ciass- 
meeting and prayer-meeting. These meeting» 
are numbered among the means of grace, and 
every pastor is required to enforce the "rule 
against all who willfully neglect them, under a 
penalty ot being censured by hia own Confer
ence. The notion of some, that the rule re
quiring attendance at class-meeting as a term 
of membership is abolished, ia a mistake, and 
reflects upon their want of intelligence. See 
Discipline, page 86. There are two classes of 
Methodist» who like class-meetings, namely, 
those who enjoy ezperimenta! religion, and 
those who earnestly desire and seek it ; but 
sucb as have no religion, enjoy none, and want 
none, make light ol the matter.

T. A. Monta».
Salubria, Jan. 2, 1871.

MORE AND MORE IT SPREADS AND 
GROWS

A writer to The Congregatianalitt, “ a re
spected and venerable brother," it say», thus 
gives a few indices of the increasing growth in 
the number of the believers in the Higher 
Life. It will be noticed that they comprise 
almost every Christian body. Prof. Upbam 
sod wife are Congregations list*. Dr. Palmer 
and wile are Methodists, Pearsall Smith a 
Friend, Dr. Cullia an iipieeopalias. He might 
have added, Rev. Messrs. Broadmaa and


