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Poctry.

Ou Heaven.

By JergMYy TavLoR.

/yLeautecus God | uncircnmscribed treasire
Ot an eterual pleasure !
Thy throne is seated far
Above the highest star;
Where THoupreparest a giorious piace
Wolin the brizhimess of thy face,
For every siurit
To inierit,
That builds his hopes upon thy merit;
And Inves Thee with an holy charity.
‘¥hat ravish'd heart, seraphic tongue, or eye
Ciear as the morning’s rise,
Can speak, or think, or see
That bright eternity,
Where the great King’s transparant throuc
s of an entwe jasper-stone 2
When Thou dost bind thy jewels up, that day
Remember us, we pray |
That where the beryl lies,
And the crystal "bove the skies,
There Thou may st appoint us place,
Within the brighiness of thy face §
And our soul
In the scroll
) life and biissfu.ness enroi,
That we may praiee Thee to eternity.

“eyristian Qisccllany.

Wo need 1 hatter acquaintance with the thoughts and
reasonings of pure aad tony minds.”'—Dr Starp.

Self-Government in Amusements and Reereations.

Amusements and recreations are necessa-
ry to unbend the mind. and to exh':.lam?vtbe
animal spirits when they become dull"zud
heavy, eitlier by severe studies, or intense
application 1o business,  Nothing has a
greater tendeney o injure the intellectual
powers than ardent and long-continued ap-
plication. By close and deep attention to
any given subject, a man may stupity and
onfuse his mind to such a dezree that he
may not have one clear or distinet idea left
In such a state as this, what is he fit for 7
e tries to proceed in his work, but fails in
every attempt.  But when he makes choice
of propcr intervals 40 unbend hLis mental
powers, by some pleasing amuscment, he
~turns to his pursnits of literature, or busi-
24, with rencwed powers and pleasurable
"'(‘A{\g*. Strange as it may ippear to fome,
this is one important method of improving
time ; becruse, after such agreeable relaxa-
twns, our thoughts are clearer than they
were before, our invention is more fruitful,
and we apply to the business in hand with
heerfulness und vigour.
~ Our youth, who are frequently pent up in
swrge schools, and whose studies are exceed-
igly dry and tiresoine, should be allowed
b recreate themrselves in some innceent and
well chosen aniusements i for othcrwise their
healtn wrill be injured, and their improve-
ment retarde d, They may be ailowed to
mnoand leap, to play with marblen, tops.
il balls, s f;mcy may dircet; but we

Sould never < ; ; . . .
dis never sutler them to play for money, | fitting, for 1 found her upun my owa|toregeate oursclvesin the hours of business

:‘l:(‘:” "’“‘r"i‘-“‘.('ruelly upon bLirds or inseets ;
Helormer will lead to gaming, and the lut- |
. ,'” a terocious dizposition. '

Consrant appliration to bu<iness, cithierin |
the hm)a(- ori

' n the ficki, will soon wear out | §¢ will follow that man is a cruel and unfeel- | uilawul, is the grand object of their wishics.
nbust constitution ; but agrecable ing wretch ; for these exercises torment poor | Inded. they run a round of pleasure, and

L Mozt =

}"'."?‘3 of recreation are well caleulated to
‘f ’1'«3“‘1"‘.14'[ this t:ﬂ"tfct. and to promote health !
teistrnathe The prodigious intieonee of
e lide bLreathing times on the whole
S ruly astonisling @ owe seem to onin
P Ly By powers, and new redislies for the
L EC o TR 1 duties ot Life. Suchoa- !
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llence we can account for the surprising
effects of little amusements upon the sick,
the weak, and the fecble ; for, in scme
cases, they abate the force of discases which
bafile the skill of pbysicians and the power
of medicine. But great cave should be ta-
ken by persons in these situations nat to
amuse themselves with anything that would
interfere with the duties of relizion, or di-
vert their minds from the importzut and
serious objects of death or eternity ; but
many little things may be recommended to
compose rad tranquiilize their minds, which
will not hurt them in their best interests.
Among these we may name pleasing Scrip-
ture histories, agrecable anecdotes of good
men, or accounts of remarkable providences.

Lut all cur amusements and recreations,
in hiealth as well as in rickness, should be
lmcrul ard inuocent. The following ruay
be sately recommended to those pursons
who enjoy health and strength of body and
of mind : gardening, walking, and riding;
sacred music, drawing, and painting ; bota-
ny, and a survey of natural and artiticial
curiositics ; the use of the globes, the tele-
scope, and the miscroscope ; and useful
company, nzrecable conversation and enter-
taining books. We might mention other
things equally innocent and usetul ; but
these are sufficient to prove how easily we
may be amused, without ranning after the
silly frivolities of an unsapctified world ;
and which, under the pretence of enjoying
necessary recreaions, debase our uature,
and involve us in miscry and disgrace.

Those which the men of the world pursue
are expensive, foolish, and hurtful. Among
these we may reckon, ballg, assemblies, and
masquerades ; dancing, gaming, drinking,
and feasting ; horse-racing, bull and beur
hating, and public shows ‘and spectacles.
Ilunting, shooting, and tishing, mercly for
pleasure, are lesa criminal ; but as they are
a waste of time, a source of unnecessary
pain to the inferior creatures, and inconsis-
tent with the Christian temper, it is doubt-
cd by some whether they can be pursued
with a good conscience.

Arguments have been advanced in favour
of what we deem immoral diversiona ; but
every advocate for vice argues without rea-
son, and offers pretences without proofs.
For instance, it has been maintained that
the stage is 2 good school for morals ; but
when those who assert this can point out
one person who has been moralized by at-
tending plays, cither in tha present or in
any former age, we may half incline to ad-
mit the force of their arguments. Such a
thing, we are confident, never yet took place,
nor ever will, while the world stands.  On
the contrary, it would be easy to prove that
vast numbers of both scxes have been cor-
rupted and ruined by the fatal influence of
the theatre, Nor can we wonder at this ; for
playhouses ure nurseries of viee, ginks of
iniquity, places of abomination, and strong-
holds of the devil Tertullian a-forms us
of a Christian womwan who went to the thea-
tre, and was there posse-sed by wn evil gpi-
rit, who, upon his ¢jectment, being demand-
ed how he durst set upon a Christian, in-

stantly replied, T did hoi vt 1vas just and

‘ groind.

Iyuting, fizhing, and <hootine, are cene-

{rully considered us manly exercises and I ess, and the indolent arc often guilty of this

innocent diversions ; but if this be admnitted,

inoffensive creatures without meres. If it
be nraed that they mizle muliiply too fast it
Lo wore notdestroyed dn this way 5 we ree
VT vl e casy to Reen them down

wihout the<e Vrbaraas practices. There

e el oD et ane e e an koo
v othie 1 dives whon owe want them for
dedy which wemid give the s b Jioebe v,
aned whieh weapl wo 80w e pe greessiiy
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harass the timid lare, to torture poor fishes,
or to terrify harmless birde, merely by way
of amuscment, is fur below the dignity of a
man.  But there have besn some hardencd
wmonsters who have spent their preciows
hours, and employed all their skill and dex-
teriiy, in wanton cruelty, even upon worins
aud flies.  Domitian, one of the Roman em«
perors, assumed the title of Deity, and yet
he pleased himsclt with the despicable re-
creation of retiring an hour in a day into his
ch-unber to kill flics. No wonder that such
a barbarous wretch should have exercised
his cruelties upon inoffensive men. 1t is
well known that he was an ill-natured, sus-
picious, aud insolent tyrant.

When our amusements are wisely chosen,
and pursued with mederasion, they are not
only perfectly consistent with religion, but
bappily tend to promete it in those who are
alrcady piously disposed ; but vain and sin-
ful recreations are deadly enemies both to
piety and morality. A good man can go to
his diversions from the most solemn ncts of
devotion with a good conscience ; and, what
is better still, he may return from them to
his heavenly Father without condemnation.
They may be pursued, at all times, witha
single eye to the glory of God ; for what-
ever promotes the best interests of man glo-
rifies his Creator and P’reserver. But how
do these promote our best interests 7 We
answer, by giving strength to the body, and
cheerfulness to the mind, they open the
heart to recsive the divine influences ; and
those influences ciévate the soul 0 God,
and lay a proper foundation for all the prac-
tical daties of religion. Dut the unlawful
amusegments which are so generally follow-
ed priduce gloominess and sadngss, and
shut & the divipe influence from, the beart.
Thé foolish triffler may be' metry 1 the

They crave food, and arc never satisfied ;
and thus ev-» innocent amusements by fre-
quent repetition become serious evils,

We should net only avoid a frequent re-
petition of amements, but guard against
the common practice of confindling them oo
long ; as, by that error, the design of recre-
ation is lost, and precious time is foolishly
squandered away. IFor, when long contin-
ued, they neither relicve the mind nor re-
fresh the body ; but rather fatigue nnd weary
bath the one and the other. 'erhaps one
hour at a time is lung enough for these pur-
poscs.  Sometimes u quarter of an hour, oc
five minutes, will sufficiently answer the
end we have in view ; but in this we must
be poverned by cxisting circumstances and
our own feclings.  For that time which may
be proper on one ocension may be impreper
on mnother 3 b- w al times, when the end
of diversions is attained, wo should say, Xt
18 enough.  Then we can return 10 ouy dus
ties in a suitable frahe, and pursue them fn
a way whigh will cnsure success. Byt all
the time which is apent in this way, bggond

psity dictates, is irreco ly
Id bo better to sleep agg our
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midst of his folly ; but what ls the statc of
his mind afterward 7 \Vhat are the geno-
ral feelings of drunkardd, grmesters, and
nocturnal revellers ? ' What are the general
feelings of those who have been to the play,
the dance, or the ball?  They are frequent-
ly seized with confusion,covered with shamo,
and hum'led by self-reproaehes! for by
these unwarrantable proceedings they neg-
lect busin.ss, injure their familics and
friends, tum day into night, and night into
day, and destroy every good sud gencrous
principle. Wakes and fairs, shows nad
spectacles, with n whole traig of vulgnr
sports, ‘produce similur effectag They ure
not often, repeated by the lowdr orders of
society ; ‘but perhmps once orgtwice in a
year, on the return of these disspating sen-
sons, the poor are well-nigh ruided in their
circumstances, and nwfully corrupted in
their morhls.

But even innocent and useful amusements
and recreations saould not be repeated tr of-
ten, lest, by becoming habitual, they should
keep 13 from the Guties of life and godliness,
Therc is a proper time for everything, and
he who lives by rule umproves itas it flies,
{ A coniderable porticn of our time st ne-
Ico.-'s:nil)' be oczupied in serious and impor-
oot husiness. Without this we eannot pro-
‘ vide or our families, pay our debts, or live
icomﬁrmbly in the world.  And, therefore,

| is sin‘ul in the sieht of God, and <hameful in
1 the sight of man. The thoughitless, the care-

Cimprgricty. Pleasure, whether lawful or

Harriet Newell was the proto-martyr of
American Missions, She fell wounded by
death in the very vestibule of the eacred
cause. Her memory belongs not to that
hody of men who sent her forth—not to tho
denomination to whose creed she had sub-
scribed, but to the church—to the eauss of
Misaions.  With the torch of truth in her
hand, she led the wn{ down into a valley of
darkness, through which many have follow.
ed. Her werk was short, her wil soon end-
¢d; but she fell cheering, by her dying
words and her high example, the mission-
aries of all coming time.  She was the first,
but not the only martyr. lleathen lands
are dotted over with the praves of fallen
Christians ; missionury women sleep on al-
most every shore, and the bones of somo are
whitening in the fathomless depths of the
vecan.

Never will the influence of that devoted
woman whose life and death are lere por-
truyed be estimated properly, until the light
of an eternnl day shall shine on the actions
of men.  We are to measure her glory, not
by what she suffered, for others have suffer-
ed more than she did. But we must remem-
ber that she went out whon the missionary
cnterprise was in its infancy—when even
the best of men looked upon it with sus-
picion.  The tide of opposition she dared to
stem, and with no example, no predecessor
from Amcrican rhores, she went out torend
the veil of darkness which gathered over all
the nations of the Fa.t.

Things have changed since then!  Gur
missionarics go forth with the approval ot
all the good, and the odium whigh once at-
tended such a life is swept away. 1t s to

cniv Bllow Luiness when comnpelled to it by
hard decessity, v this meana thor afliir:
13 il ..’ 4'(:Hf'u~1jvu.'l & thc'il‘ fillln“t« Aare re i n-(l |
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some extent 8 popular thing tobe o4 mission-
ary, although the work is still one of hard-
dnp oand soffering. Tt s this fact which
guthio i~ such asplendonr around the vame
of Tharriot Newell, and invests Ler short
cventtul bte with sueh a charm.  Shewent
when o toot hid trodden ot the path, wad
wis the fiist American  missionary eser
cabled 1o an eternad reward, Whale she
“lainbers i ber arav e, her nrme i mention-
vhawithe atfection by a0 Mi-donary ( hnr‘t‘l..
And thas it should b, Y FUR TR SO §
( \.'I?lli-ll' vochie Loe st r e xny e
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