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““That head dress that 1 sketched
and sent to Paris for will be out of
keeping. I now remember it was in a
portrait of Velacquez that I saw it : so
faney how it will clash with that Floren-
tine thirteenth century costume !
What shall 1 do ?"

“ What were we all thinking
about ?" said Sibyl. Then, after a
moment’s- reflection: ‘¢ Really, ma
cherie,” she added, ** I don’t think you
veed worry about it. No one here is
likely to find out the anachronism, If
it were in Paris, now—"

‘“ That is & pretty character you are
giving us,” said Basil, who had been
listeniy with intense amusement to
Marguerite's distressing confession.
“ You want to make out that in Russia
we are a set of barbarians and dunces,”

‘ Doar, I would not worry about it,’
Sibyl continued, addressing herself
with sympathetic earnestness to Mar
guerite. ‘‘ As a head dress it will suit
you beautifully, and that is the great
point, Not that I fully approved of
vour choice of the costume ; yvou know
1 said I thought a Greuze would sui

vou hetter,’

A Greuze !" exclaimed Basil, con-
temptuously, and he threw his hands
up to the ceiling. * Trust one pretty
woman for advising another to her
ruin! You onght to have consulted a
man, cousin ; you ought to have con
sulted me : I would have advised you
honestly, to your advantage. Since
you wou't be Red Riding hood, and let
me play Wolf to you, why shouldn't
you go as Jezsbel or Judith 7—Jezebel
with a hatchet, or Judith with a draw
sword? I'll lend you one as big as
yourself, and show you how to carry it.
You would look superbly tragic in a
Jowish turban, Or, if youlike some-
thing more modern, there is Charlotte
Corday—"

Marguerite seized one of Sibyl's
balls of wool, took aim, and hit the
scoffer right on the nose

‘“Bravo! What a capital shot! If
this had been a bullet aimed at my
heart, I was a dead man," said Basil,
:atching the ball and wei

ghing it in

** That is precisely why, " said Basil.
“Why what
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tions.”

“ How many are we going to be, all
told—do you know ?" asked Dasil,

‘“ About three huudred.”

‘“All staying in the house !” ex
claimed Marguerite. “Oh! how
mauny guest-rooms have you?"

‘“Seventy-five. DBut then there is
the armory : about a hundred manage
to sleep there ; they did at my marri

age.
‘* Bat there are no beds in the ar
mory,” said Marguerite, more and

more amezed,

‘*We don't put up beds,” said Basil
“People bring their own beds and
pillows ; that is our barbarian mode of
proceeding.”

“What fun!” said Marguerite,
““It must be like camping out, with
all the warriors and coats of mail
mounting guard over one. I dare say
they erjoy it very much.”

‘“They seemed to do so last time, if
one might judge from the
made,’

noise they
remarked Narka, who had h
silent for a long time, and watch

ened
the girl if she had noticed it, ‘' They
Kept it up till all hours of the morn-
ing, and I got very little sleep, for my
room was over the encawpment.’

‘“They did make a most infernal
racket one night,” said Dasil, with a
boyish laugh, as if the recollection of
the racket were very pleasant.
‘'Some youngster proposed that they
should all get into the coats of mail and
march out into the park like a phan-
tomn procession, and frighten the wits
out of everybody. The joke was at
once adopted, and they were buckling
themselves into the armor, when Lar-
choff, who was too drunk to know what
he was ahout, pulled off his boot and
began to hammer at some warrior's
helmet, They had to fall on him, half
a dozen of them, and strap him into a
big suit of mail, and then bind his legs
so that he had to lie quiet. Ha bel-
lowed under the operation like a bull.
It was awful. No wonder Narka could
not sleep. I hope you won't put Lar-
hoff in the armory this time, Sibyl.”

“You don't mean to say that that
dreadful man is invited !” ) uerite
exclaimed, in a tone of incre t
| ‘‘He was not invited then,” said
{ Sibyl: ‘““but he thought it would be
pleagant, 8o he came without being
asked. Larchoff ne se gene pas.”

“I ean't understand your letting
him into the house at all,” said Mar-
guerite,

ion that wouid have f

' My cousin, there are mauy things
in this country that you can't under-
stand,” remarked Basil, with a pecu-
liar laugh.

There were indeed very few things
in Russian life, it seemed to Mar-
guerite, that she could understand.
The mixture of Oriental magnificence
and barbarous discomfort, of lavish ex-
penditure and shabby makeshift—Ilet-
ting guests bring their bedding and
encamp on floors, and setting them
gold plate to eat off —these things were
in their way as puzzling to her as that
Prince Zorokoff should tolerate under
his roof and admit to his table such a
wretch as Larchoff,

M. de Beauerillon had not been join-
ing in the conversation ; he had been
deep in his newspapers ; but he had
now finished them, and got up and
drew a chair to the tea table, ** Made-
moiselle, I should like a cup of tea,” he
said.

Narka took the teapot from the samo-
var, and was proceeding to pour out
the tea, when the door opened, and
Vasili, Basil's valet, pale and scared,
stood on the threshold, and said some-
thing in Russian. It was answered by
an exclamation of horror from the three
who understood.

‘“What is the matter ?" asked M. de
Beauerillon,

The man, who spoke French freely,
replied, ‘‘Count Larchoff has been

‘*You had better go awa both of
you, acd leave her to us,” Sibyl said.
** It will be nothing.”

The two gentlemen saw they counld
ba of no use, and went away, Gaston
too much excited by the awful event
which had caused Marguerite's swoon
to attach much importance to so natural
an accident.

The swoon lasted nearly an hour, in
e of Sibyl's incessant application
of restoratives and Narka's coustant
friction of Marguenite's handsand feet
When at last Marguerite opened her
eyes and gavae signs of returning con
sciousness, Narka said :

‘“We had better let her sit up now.
iring a cushion from the red sofa-—a
big Then, Sibyl having moved

spi

g one.

away, she hent over Marguerite, and
said, in a whisper: ‘*Don’t let idle
fears disturb you, dear, Keep perfect
silence for a while.”

She raised her to a sitting position,
Sibyl propped her up tenderly, and
then, at Nark suggestion, they left
her to recover hecself a little,

Meantime Basil and Gaston had
gono round to the servants’ hall to see
Paul the cobbler, and hear the ghastly
story over again,

** Let us go down to the village and
see Father Christopher,” said Gaston,
when Paul had confirmed the few de
tails given by Vasili. ‘* We shall hear
if any one is suspected of the murder,
and if Larcheoff was really conse
when the Father saw him."”

Basil seemed reluctaut; he urged
that tha Father could not possibly have
any mors to tell than they had already
heard ; but Gaston was bent on it ; so
they went. It was a beautiful star-
light night, but as a matter of course
a number of servants lighted lanterns
as if it had been pitch dark, and ac-
companied the two gentlemen. M. de
Beaucrillon would have liked to talk
with them, to hear what they thought
abeut the crime, whether their instinet
or information pointed with any sus-
picion to the murderer: but he could
not speak Russian, and none of them
spoke I'rench, and DBasil seemed too
stunned to be willing to play the in-
terpreter. Ha lot his companion keep
up a monologue without uttering a
word.

‘1 suppcose these crimes are not
frequent in the rural districts in Rus-
sia,” **The peoplein their hearts can-
not be sorry to be rid of such a devil,
and yet [ dare say they will not try to
screen the murderer from the police.”
“The Russlan polico are wonderfully
claver, I believe, but one only hears of
them as political agents,” ete,

Basil never opened his lips to any of
these obviously interrogative remarks,
but when Gaston said something about
the probable difficulty of finding direct
evidence to bring the criminal to
justice, he retorted, with sudden ve-
hemence :

‘“ Justice! They will call the bullet
that struck down Larchoff justice.
The man who fired it will not be a
criminal in the eyes of any man, or
woman either, in the country for a
hundred miles round. They won't call
the deed murder ; they will call it
God's justice overtaking the wicked.”

M. de Beaucrillon had not expected
to see Basil moved by any feeling of
pity for the wretched man whose hands
had been a scourge and a sword deal-
ing pain and death unmercifully to his
people, but it shocked him a little to
hear Sibyl's brother speak in a tone of
almost triumphant approval of the
bloody deed itself. He made no fur-
ther comment, and they walked on in
silence to Father Christopher’s door.

The old priest had just returned
from the dead man's house; he was !
the only person who had accompanied ’
the body thither from the peasant’s cot- |
tage where it had first been carried. '
No one else was willing to pay that
tribute of respect to Larchoff,

ous

' it home,

more than once expressed uneasy sus-
picions about her brother having been
lured into associations of some sort with
men who made erime and vengeance a
part of their political creed. TFather

Christopher had never attached much
importance to these fe

rs ; he believed
Basil was incapable of practically
mitting himself to such dark

though he might, partly from
ipstinctive hatred of the cruelties that
had provoked them, partly from a
spirit of opposition, talk asif he sym
pathized with them. If the Father}
been alone with Basil he would h
challenged him then and there, and i
sisted on kuowing the truth: for
though his old pupil was now a
four-and twenty, Father Christopher
still looked upon him as a boy, and
spoke to him with the frank boldaess
of a master,

“wr

The village is in a state of great
excitemnent,” he remarked, wishing to
divert M. de Beauecrillon's attention
‘sstrange demeanor ; ‘‘there
be little sleep in it to night.”
I will go down and see
Gorff,” said Basil.

Ivan

find him,"” said Father
i ‘“hoe rcda into X. this
afternoon, aud he had not returned an
hour ago; that zealous gossip Paul
weunt there to tell of the murder, and
he heard that Mile. Sophie was ill ;
the shock of the unews brought on a
nervous attack.”

‘“No wounder,” said M. de Beauecril-
lon. *‘My sister fainted when she
heard of it. We left her insensible
when we came away.”

They wished Father
good night, and went
castle,

Christopher
back to the

TO BE CONTINUED,
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The True Faith Makes Patriots.

An admirable refutation of the oft-
repeated calumny that the Catholic
faith is opposed to the spirit of patriot-
ism has lately been given in the Island
of Madagascar, The contrast in the
patriotism of the Catholic and Protest-
ant French settlers and their mission-
aries is most striking, The Protest-
ants, far from upholding the interests
of France, have falsely been playing
into the hands of the Euglish faction,
of coursa united to them in the bonds
of Protestantism. So psalpable was
this that the Protestant Resident Gen-
eral, Laroche, had to be recalled, and
his place filled by General Gallieni
He knows who the reaily loyal up
holders of France are, and, although
not favoring with unjust diserimina-
tion any religious party, has enforced
freedom of conecience, which the Pro-
testants had refused to the Malagasies
and the Catholics missionaries. So
marked is the national and religious
difference that the natives have come
to cousider as synonymous Catholic
and French and Protestant and Eng-
lish, This is certainly a damaging
verdict regarding the patriotism of the
French Protestants who sympathize
with FEngland against their own
fatherland. A French paper remarks
that the same unpatriotic but fanatical
anti Catholic spirit was manifested
when England was allowed to take
Egypt, Zanzibar, and other favorable
territories, to the disadvantage of
France. Whereas, Catholic mission-
aries all the world over are famous for
their patriotism.—Messenger of the
Sacred Heart.
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Fagged Out.—None but those who have
become fagged out, know what a depressed,
miserable teeling it is. All strength is gone,
and despondency has taken hold of the suf-
ferers, They feel as though there is nothing
to live for. There, however, is a cura—one
box of Parmelee’s Vegetable Piils will do
wonders in restoring health and strength,
Mandrake and Dandelion are two of the

articles eutering into the composition of
Parmelee’s Pills,

Use the safe, pleasant, and effectual worm

killer, Mother Graves’ Worm Exterminator ;
nothing equalsit.  Procure a bottle and take ,’

whi the vestments in wh
nad cffered the Holy Sacy
the Mass were mada into bed
curtains, covers for chairs, and sofs
ard even made into silk dr
which the wives of the mi
new religion disported ther
What was said in tho
central doctriue of
stantiation ? §
upon the
eigus of these re
declare their abho t
stantiation, and to reject with
cath that central doctrine of (
ity whicn had been
consolation of the
aud the people of tt
second to the sixteenth ¢ Iy
they were asked to beli
ministers who composed this High
Church party, who wera m
the self-same Church that
altar w g0 much indign
real priests.  What tau
Church of England her:elf

1i8 country

ing them ? He supposed that
out of every ten genui mem
bhars of that Chureh denoun

High Church party
in all the moods and te ft
lish language. They were traitorsin
camp, teaching the Catholic doc-
s and receiving Protestant 1

The Church of Eogland
that the sacrifice of the Ma
blasphemous fable and dan;
ceit, and yet there wer 1s of
1,000 of her ministers—he sure
that the number did not include some
of her Bishops—who claimed to have
the power to offer that Holy ¢

1 its preteusions
of the |

and no doubt the people who went
through these rites and ceremonies
were perfectly honest and sincere,
althcugh mistaken., These people
claimed also the power of for-
giving sins, and vet '

had Church of England m
tors rising up and claiming to ex
this power themselves. He w

ary life, a young curate of the
of England came to him in g
tress. He said that on first ¢
the place his vicar had aske
begin to hear confession. H
to say that he was educate
bridge and prepared there {
glican ministry ; but at C:
University he never hea
spoken of except to be ri !
did not know how to go about hea

confession, and another diflic

he had never made h

He (Dr. Bilsborrow) replied

it depended on whether he was &
priest or not, and whether he was

a priest or not dependcd upon the
Bichop who ordained him, whether he
used the proper words and inteution.
The name of the Bishop was mentioned,
and he had to tell the curate he was no
more a priest than his ghoe, since he
was ordained by a Bighop of a Church
which declared that Ritualistic clergy-
men had no power to celebrate what
they all call high celebration, and
therefore could not give what he him-
self did not possess. The curate re
lated what had occurred, and the vicar
—infallible Pope that he was!'—to!

him he had been guilty of mortal sin
in going and asking Father D e
row's advice.

These things were going on, and no
wonder people were thinking for them-
selves and getting into a state of un-
rest, They were beginning to learn
that the history of England as taught
outside the Catholic Church was a con-
spiracy against the truth. People
wore beginning to lock for the [l‘llih:
and they would find it within the walis
of the sanctuary which they were that
day helping to build, and in every
other temple consecrated to God and
the Catholic religion.

—_—————————
GREAT SALES prove the great merit of
Hood’s Sa arilla, Hood’s Sarsaparills

sells because it accomplishas GREAT CURES
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