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THEOLOGICAL CONFUSION.

From  the nmmnerous heresy trials
which have taken place recently in the
various Protestant Churches, the anom-
alous condition of Protestantism may
readily be scen.  From the beginning,
Protestantisin proclaimed the right of
private judgment, and without this
claim it could have no justification for
-ainst the Catholic Church

its revolt a
in the sixteenth century.

It the Church of Christ has really by the decision.

God to

versios of faith, all who presume to set

authority froin contro-
aside her authority mnst be ¢ mdemned
There was certainly a Church in exist-

'«d the standard

ence when Lather r

of revolt : and there is no doubt that i
the Church then existing possessed a

real and unbroken continuity with the |t

and of the Presbyterians with Rew.
Ky at 84 and 4% Richmond | Dr. Brizgs,
New York, is also threatened with an | that these scenes of blood were **hiis |
ceclesiastien] overhauling : but he has
said very truly concerning the situa-
tion, that * the Protestant Church isin

a panie.”

says, while deseribing the situation:
“The Preshyterians are not able to the Chureh of God should endure blows

determine what heresy is, be

own
seribesthe present position.
¢
made in the Westminster Confession of
Faith, though the Assembly tries to}li
make the world believe that the pro-|be borne in mind that in

tant ; merely verbal changes indeed.

was insulting and defiant in

Dr. Heber Newton, of | th

A recent issue of the New York Sun pl

usc they

have not vet determined what their | pray you, that it is an anvil which has

belief is.” This perfectly de-
Linportant

hanges are even now proposed to be t!

posed changes are slight and unimpor- | r
people of  the same race, and dwelling
But every one knows that the making | si
of merely verbal changes would not | oc
have agitated that body to the extent tl
to which the gnestion of revision has | and
moved them. g

’
In fact, in dealing with Dr. Briggs, s

the General Assembly seemed to ben
actually dismayed to have the questton ti
of the Dr.'sorthodoxy touched on at all, | fact they were by far more aggressive.
and though his appointment to the posi- | **
tion of teacher of Biblical Theology in | e
the Union Seminary was vetoed his | boring country a massacre in which

solf understood, which is a bad quality ities

n a Seminary Professor, or be

owards those who differed from him, | b

Church which ( hrist established.  Alto- and thus excited theire of his oppo \
gether independently  of the divine | nents. t
right of the Pope to be considered as But it matters little to these o

and head of
there

which

the successor of St. Peter,
Chri

only one

s Church on earth, wis

organization could
claim to be the
earth, and that organization was the
Catholic Church., 1f the Church had

any judicial rights whatso-

Church of

from Chvist

ever it was certainly her right to try
the teachors of new doetrines and to
their agreement or
disagreement  with  the “faith
delivered to the saints,” and all who
were condemmed under this judgment

pronounce upon

onee

fell under the anathema |n'unu|uu'«-¢l‘
twice by St. Paul in his epistle to the
Galations : (i, 8.

or an angel from heaven, preach a

“But though we,

gospel to you hesides that which we
have preached to o you, lot him be
anathema

That such an authority was insti-
tuted by Christ is evident. Christ

St. Matt. xv

Himself declar

¢“If he” an  offending  brother
¢ghall hear thee, thou shalt ¢ ain thy
brother : and if he will not hear t

take with thee one o two more, that
in the month of two or thres withesses
every word may stand And if he

tell the Chureh :
Chureh, let
him be to thee as the heathen and the

will not hear them,

and if he will not hear the

|n|\,!ix:'u,"

The reason for thisis then given,
for ** Whatsoever you shall  bind
upon earth hiall be bound also in
heaven : and  whatsoever you shall

loose upom carth shall b loosed also in
heaven.”
There

private authority

this no setting up of

the Church

is in
inst

Private correction is to be tried hefore

complaint  be made, but when the

authority of the Church is invoked the
decision is final.

We find the Apostles exercising the

authority thus committed  to  them,
(Acts oy They render their decisions
in the name of the Holy Ghost s ** For

it hath scemed good to the Holy Ghost

and to us.” Their decisions  are,

therefore, binding. St Paul himself

went to Jerusalem  to confer with the
other Apostles regarding the gospel
he preached, and apart Cwith them
' " that is

*lest

who seemed to be somedthing,”

wt in o autho

with those hig t
perhaps, 1 should run; or had run in
vain :° and he relied on the decision

a

he received. Verse 3.

therefore, that Christ ap
pointed and
doctrinal authority in the Church ; but

It is clear

a suprense - legislative

the first Protestants, and, professedly,

the Protestants of to-day, found it con-

men. even if their denominations ex-

pel them from their ranks.

Christ on |t
their teachi
Queary was received with open arms
by the Unitarians: and,
as seven
bheing
Unitarian congrezations offered their
churches to the same gentleman when
the Protestant Episcopal Church  re-

jeeted Bridgman, too, a difficult to arrive at the truth concern-

They can | s

always find a phase of Protestantism |

whatever
Thus Rev.

o receive them,

may

Mr. Mae- |t

indeed, just |7
the
Homer’s birthplace,  as

cities claimed

him. Dr.
prominent Baptist clergyinan, rejected
the docetrine of everlasting punishment,
to which Baptists adhere with great

tenacity voet, on his resigning his

pastorate, many ot his ministerial

brethren openly or seeretly avow their

svimpathy  with him : and it is some

what stranee that he has been received

into the Protestant Episcopal ( hurch

without any difficulty, and without

beine asked to change his views he is

a clergyvinan in thatden nin-

is no wondoer, indeed,

that the

New York Sun should say, *ltis true,

undoubtedly, that there ismuch confus
ioninthe mindsof theologians,  Appar
ently, (oo, instead of approa hing a

are

solution of their ditiiculties, they
entangled

tting more inextricably

inthem.”  “*Socompleteistheconfusion

that. even now,' the Sun says, *‘the
American  Missionary  Board is -
parrassed by the tendency of candi

dates for its commissions to aceept the
theory that the heathen will be saved

without the |Gn\‘w'|.“

THr BARTHOLOMEW

ST.
MASSACRE.

Our attention has been called to an
article which appeared in the Montresl
Witness of April 26, in reference to the
massacre of  St. Bartholomew's day
which took place at Paris on the night
of the 24th August, 1572, by order of
Kinz Charles IX.
Unfair Protestant writers have con-
stantly made it their aim to connect the
Catholic Chureh with this bloody oceur-
rence, and to throw the responsibility
wy X111
the reigning Pontiff at the time :

of it upon Pope G , who was

and
it is the aim of the article in question
to do this

The massacre of St. Dartholomew was

purely a political action to which King
Charles
thereto by his unscrupulous mother,
de Medecis.

decade preceding the massacre no fower

assented,  being  persuaded

Catharine During  the

than four wars had broken out between

venient and neeessary, 80 as to
cate their own position, o reject
an authority, and to set

stead. But

judgment in 1is

strange inconsistency, when

themselves a minister  teachos

doctrine which is evidently contrary to

the first prineiples of € hristianity, they

elaim that their ( hurches, which

certainly no mission  devived

Apostolic quecession,  have,

neverthe
less, authority
doctrine.
the dealings
palians with the Rey.

vindi-

such | chiefly because the latter, though form
up individual
with
among

some

have
|

rrom

to settle questions of
Such has been the case in
of the Protestant Ipisco-
Mr. MacQueary

the Catholies and Protestants ot France,

consolation, joy and happiness.”

Protestant as he
that

the King of Navarre:
and not inflict them :

used up a great many hammers,”

during that unhappy period by Catho-

ause he | in

clerey- | had given for his in Guienne.
body commits eruelty in repaying it

he | stop the enemies’ barbarities is to meet

honor of | tortan speaks was an encounter he-
many | tween a
the suite of
was passing through the town :
Guizot himself acknowledges that it is

A o 1
Gy were nmnerous. Calvin declared

M. Guizot in his history of France,
wits, acknowledzes

Theodore de Beza advised and
ecaded for the war of 15662, saying to

ST is true that

but remember, |

We have no disposition to palliate

o atrocities which were committed

es as well as Protestants @ but it must

a civil war

\zing on account of religion, hetween

de by side, such atrocities are sure to

cur,  Guizot tells us that **where
ey happened to be  the  stronger,
where they had either ven-

eance to satisfy or measures of
seurity to take, the Protestants were
ot more patient or nore

yan the Catholics.” As a matter of
At Nimes, in 1567, they projected and

wrried out in the town and the neigh-

Iassacre of Vassy, and he justified

hem on the same grounds as Montlue
* No-

aid he, * the first are called cruelties,

he second justice.  The only way 10
hem with retaliation.””
that the

which this his-

It is to be remarked

nassacre of Vassy of
Protestant tion and
the Duke ot

conare

Guise, who
but M.

ing the details of its origin. Forty-
killed

two hundred severely wounded during

nine persons were and about

which most
the

this affray, the blame of

Protestant polemisis throw upon
Catholics.  We may suppose that there
was culpability on both sides, but his-

torians give

Vers

how

how it orizinated. It is certain,

ever. that the Protestant party suffered

more severely than the Catholics, but
Conde, the

Navarre, made it a pretextt w offering

brother of the King of

to raise fifty thousand men towards
ar which broke out
ards for the estab-

lishiment of Protestant ascendancy.

in the wars which followed during
the decade the Protestants weve invari-
ably defeated ; yet most  fay wrable
terms were always accorded them, with

sfied,

which, however, they were no
so that peace was always soon followed
sand it is not sur-
the
leader,

by another suthreak
prising that the aAssassil
Duke of the
and the traitorous negotiations with

wtion of

Guise, Catholic

foreign powers which were carried on

by the Protestant party tor the over-
throw of the Government, filled Cathar-
ine de Medecis and the Guise family
alarin ;. though cer-
tainly it through
religion that Catharine persuaded the

with anger and

was not love of

yvoung ki to consent to the murder of
Admiral Coligny his
M. Guizot tells the reasons by which
She told the King that
¢« the Huguenots had sent despatehes

and adherents.

she prevailed.

to Germany to proeure a levy of 10,000
troops, and to Switzerland for 10,000
more, " and that
fight the battle in Paris, where we hold
the
hazard it in the field.”

“Hit would be better to

chiefs in our clutches, than to

To these representations the King
viclded, though he had all along been
anxious to favor the Protestants, and
oven his mother had been favorable to
thom  also. until she found that the
dynasty of her family was in inminent
da But it is certain that the out

from

was perpetrated  purely

rag

ing but a small proportion of the popu
lation of the country, desived, with the
allies, to seize

assistance of German

upon the Government of the country,

1 their

tore

the throne. Tt was
hope also to establish the Protestan
"

Calvin

Navarre to

jon in the country.  Euc mraged by

Theodore de

the

and Beza, they

sacked and ]»iH:l‘_:‘l'tl churches,
demolished erosses and images whepe-
ever they were found, and plundered

the houses of the Catholics, especially

and to bring the Protestant house of

worldly motives, and without even the
‘l\lm\\lwi:v. and of course without the
4 (n

consent, of the- Catholic cle

the contrary, it is certain that in

in\:lm places the cleray interfered to
|

prevent the example set in Paris from
|

| heing imitated, and  thus aided in

whole number must have been 786 in
all France,
Bartholomew, St.
putes the total at 1500,

But we are informed by the writer
in the Witness that a medal was struck
by Gregory XIL to commemorate the
massacre,
Pope approved of it
of
historian  is
s Gregory seems by this medal to have
approved and praised (the massacre),
which can be explained by his ardent
zeal

for the Christian religion, the
fact being that he entertained the

hope that the leaders and promoters of
that sect and plague
France
be thoroughly eradicated.”

tend to assert positively that Gregory
approved.
humane | to
though the medal was struck, as, ac-
cording to the custom of the time, itwas
usual to
mark important events which occurred
during the reign of cach Pontiff, it by

Sennacherib’s
Holy
the Huguenots admits that probably the
Pope had nothing to do with the mak
ing of the medal.
certain
Charles represented to the Pope that

there was a conspiracy against them

for their destruction and the des
truction  of their Councillors, and
that there was an  actual insur-
rection on the part of the Hugue-

n
a
h
h
I

a

1

]

i
t

i
(

(

was the whole transaction ; and it such

is no article of faith in the matter, and

kit
his delivery from a supposed band ot

assassins and conspirators, even ifitbe

character of the medal which wasstruck.

The American Eneyelopedia recognizes

erpetrated.

writer in

French

NI aided Henry I in repressing

treasonable
heretics to
kingdom of

repression.

« CUMBERLAND PRESBYTER
NS.”

See American Cyelopaedia,
Dr. Lingard com-

and thus it is held that this

For the purpose | a

sustaining this  view a French

quoted  who

SAVS

which infested
would disappear and

The historian quoted does not pre-

seems 80— to

But

It only

him. He was mistaken.

strike a medal in order to

army, » as  recorded in

Writ. But Smile’s History of

At all events, it is

that Catharine and King

ots which was defeated by the energ

nd bravery of the king's officers and

ldiers. It was represented that this

ad been really the case it would
ave  been  quite  right  for the
ope or  any  zood Christian  to
|-.i"il'1' at the  occurrence. There

tisnot surprising that withthedeceitful

ceount given of the occurrence by the

the Pape should wive thanks for

upposed that the Pope knew the exact

hat this was the case, and completely

Pope from having

merates  the

wppr wed of the atrocious deed : for

trocious it was, notwithstanding the

«eat provocation under which it was
Another medal is mentioned by the

the Witness, which was
ntended by the same Pope to represent
same
the

Giregory

he true worship of God.  The

historian  who refers to

yrevious medal states  that

md erushing the attempts and efforts
if the heretics.  This needs no words
The persistent
the

France a

i defence from us.

attempts  of French
establish in
their

own deserved

The Rev. A

six ministers suspended and excom-

B. Milligan, one of the

municated by the Reformed Presbyter-
jan Assembly of Pittsburg, for exer-
cising the rights of American citizen-
ship by voting at an election, has
declared that he will not subnit to such
a tyranny, but that he will continue to
prx-:u-h:;nul. as hiscongregation sustain
him, he will draw his salary as before.
As the majority in the Chureh firmly
<t on abstention from all politics as

i
a condition of membership there will in
all probability be a schism, comprising

at least the six excommunicated minis-

ters and theiv congr oations, together
with twenty-one additional ministers
who rvegard the oppressive course of

The
final sentence of excomnunication was

the synod as most un-Christian

carried last week by a vote ol UD to BT,

present, Rev. J. F.

Among the clerg
rofused to vote, saying, *‘In

in these provinees or localitios where | after estimating the number at 30,000, ' them.
afterwards, having examined the mat-
ter in detail, acknowledged that the

then

committed acainst the Catholics | the present ease the des
Dauvphiny and in Provence by | sented  the  destroying angel pur- | New
his tone | Francis de Beawmont, Baron of Adrets, | suing  the  Huguenots, by com- | split as ¢
ave remained as historical as the | parism with the destruction  of | woul

away

Rev. Mr. Logan, of Rochester,
declared that he would vote
against  everything which  might

come hefore the synod hereafter,
other minister, Rev. J. L. MacElninney,
declared 1
the Lord than the Reformed Presby-
terian Church.
other ministers declared the
tion to seeede, and one of

J. R Thompson, said : < This sentence

The vote of this synod does not repre-
sent the sentin
you will hear from the people later.”

formed, otherwise called the Cumber-
land, Preshyterians, has caused
commotion among the people generally
of the United States,
# Church which professes to have
the world liberty, civil and religious,
and the free exercise of their private
judgment, can presume to deprive its
ministers and members of their liberty
to act as
tyranny so gross has never been
tempted in any civilized community,
except perhaps Russia, it we can cail
the latter a civilized country.

As the

Church in which the synod was held a

doctrinal teachings were left untouched fone hundred and ninety-two Catholics | no means follows that these cvents | nunber of wministers of the United

Most of the speakers | perished : and several churches and | were approved by the Popes in their l’l'l'\"_\'ll'i'i;lIl\‘,{'l'«‘t‘“‘lllh‘.'lll\l\illlh'l'.lh"i
on the subject were careful to explain | relizious houses were damaged or | details.  In fact the designs of the cally and expressed the publie senti
that they obje to the appointinent completely destroyed.  This massacre, medals were left to the officials, and | ment that the persec ution to which
heeause Dr. Brizes contradicted him perpetrated on St Michacls day, was | the Pope seldom Knew what the design | they have been subjected will vaise
solf. or beeause he did not n him- fealled the Michaclade. The barbar- | was until he saw the medal itself. In | them in the public estimation. In

s repre- | the opinion of Rev. Dr. Thompson, of
York, there

division «

acknowledges that

int

the Church will lose
of the yvounger element and of those

upon  whom reliance is placed as the

future years.

ainst the young men is oo severe,

This strange

a result of the trial, as that

Id canse a quarrel in regard to the

and

An-

would rather stand with

I vote no.” Several

inten-

them, Rev.

ent of the people, and

conduct of the Re

reat

who wonder how

aiven

free American citizens. A

at-

suspended ministers left the

will be no positive

f Church property, but he

numbers will slip
rogations, and

o other cong

a large proportion

support of the Church in

The Grand Orange Lodze of the
United States held its session last week
in Detroit.  The resolutions which

were passed are a ludicrous effort to
make the people of that country be-
lieve that Orang
exotie plant, and that it is in full sym-
pathy with the American Republic and
Amnerican institutions.
this ll"('('il.i‘lll.

his address, explained that Orangeisin

1

not

oenerally supposed, but in Germany
trom which he drew the infe
it is a cosmopolitan organization.

sustain this view he assured hishearers

antism,

\

are

dians

the throne of

Eveni

instituted in ¢
so vile
Awmerican in its spirit and history,
vould be
Furope

Ameriea :
United States are so thorouzhly
vineed that it is impossible to persuade
them to countenance the
The Grand Master was careful to say
that

States has no connection or traternity

the

with that
clsewhere :

establish

Orangemen,

the inst
They h
British

SUCCessio

Protesta

of Or

to abne

nothing
of perse

There

bheen ed

but the

country

tutions,

Carson
view of the result of this vote just taken,

diminishing the number of vietims.

bheen

The nwnber Killed has very
variously estimated.  The Protestant
historian de Thore says that all over

there thivty thousand
Some fancifully put the num-

France were

victims.

bor at 100,000 but the Calvinistic
author of the Huguenot Mavtyrology,

|
1
!

I cused, but he openly sympathizes with pretence of advoc

and in view of the fact that as soon as
the result of your libel is sottled, 1 am

oing to leave the Covenanter Church
1 will never again

-t

refuse to vote.
vote in this synod.’

Me. Carson was not

Levery we 'k

’ |
one of the ac-

theretore,

there
lished
worthle

otic

against

AMERICAN ORANGEMEN.

it was ins

satt. for the maintenance ot Protes

pertectly

who

who love free imstitutions.

any other class,

ism is not at all an

To earry out

the Grand Maste in

its origin in Ireland, as is

iVt
QN i

ituted by William of

hefore he took poss ssaion of
England

f it were true that Willin

rany an

assoct
in its purposes,
no reason why the feuds of

should  he

ansplanted  to

and of this the people of th

con

vile concern.

organization in the United

of the same nmne existing
but the public generally
that it
and

aware was

ed by Irish Canadian
chiefly
had no sympathy

itutions of the United States,

Orange-Cana-

ave heen  sworn to  sustain

the
ritish

Protestantisin, Protestant

m to the throne,

nt ascendanc consequently

they find no recruits among a people
The weed
sisin, therefore, finds itself in
the United States in an uncongenial
soil, thouzh, for the sake of planting its
voots therein, its promoters arve willing

aate their old profession o

loyalty to England and to resuscitate,
if possible, the withered plant of kKnow-

isin, and to restore the reig

cution and intolerance,
certain

5 18 ‘| fraction of

ueated in hatred of Catholicity s

bulk of

of American patriotism,
the

with

and

the
people of the United States who have

the population Kknow

This sheet is
organ of the Orangemen of the
United States, and it vivals the Toronto
Nentinol Mail and the

Witness in mendacity and
But it languishes for
want of support from any considerable

Oranye and

Montreal

intolerance.

portion of the people,
The resolutions of the Orange dele

gates which met in Detroit are just

what might be expected from the

intolerant  element  from  which the

is recruited, and they remind
us of the

society
resolutions which were passed
by Canadian lodges when in 1850 the
fanatical parsons were engazed in the
truitless occupation of endeavoring 1o
the
country.  Of

ostracise Catholic body in this
course, a
plank in the Detroit programme is
opposition to Catholic schools. It pro

tests against ““diverting public funds

|u'nll|i|;n'),’

or public property to the furthe

any Popish, Mormon or other 1
political designs, hostile to American
liberty, whether through educational,
reformatory, penal, or charitable insti
tutions, under any pretext whatever

The hypoerisy of this is readily seen,
when it is understood that, under pre
tenee of maintaining Awmerican liberty,
they wish to deprive Catholie parents
of all liberty of educating their chil
religion, and desire to

dren in they

oblize them to send their chi

schools in which, theoreti

religion is taught, while in reality

’»L'N']‘\ tismm to Protestanti

though

practiced.  And Wpropos

still to tax Catholies for the mainten

ance of Publie schools of this proselyiis

ing character, they coolly insert i

their programme this proposition which
they promise to advocate :

Roman Catholic
to which they
whether  as

“The exelusion of
from the Publie
hostile,
teachers,”

\|'h""l‘
are officers o
It is almost needless to add that the
resolutions of this Grand Lodze have

A
ridicule, all

weriean

been received by the press

with contempt and the

more so as they have shown their want

1

of ordinary common sense and ju
ment by coupling with their intoleren
proposals the exploded proposition of a
now defunct American party, to sub
stitute an irredecmable paper currency
for the present curreney of the country,
founded the

redecmable in gold at its fac

upon ‘inciple of being

v value.

An anusing feature of the pre

oramme of these Orangemen is that one

of the planks is

lands
neither

* Reservation of the public
wican  citizens ;o and
rnnor donie
tred to usurp
It is

thein

well known that a number of

British  syndicates have bought uj

larze tracts of ten wy in many local

West, so that unwittingly

ities in the

the Orangemen have proclaimed thein

purpose o weaken taeir own influence
by making an attack upon the pr
pi richts of those who may b

supposed to be for the most part their

own friends O

course it was
not their intention to do  this
but their falling into so glaring

a blunder shows the weakness of an

association, which cannot inuster brains

cnough to issue a amme which

will tend to carry their own objects
towards a successtul issue,

It is evident that American Orange
isi is as weak in intelloct as itis strong
in iniquity of purpose.

WiaT a remarkable difference is to
he found in the characters of most of
those who join and those who leave or
are expelled from the Catholic com-
munion. A most striking illustration
may be found by a

a

ance at the life
of Sir John Thompson as a sample of the
Catholic
that he
in the councils of the country.
at one time a Methodist,
He does
around the country saying unpleasant

convert. It may be said

ogcupies a  forer

ost  place

He was
He is now a
Catholie. not 2o roaming
and uncharitable things about the Meth-

odist belief. He attends to
t'| business, livesa good Chui

his own

ian lit%, and
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