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THE SITUA TION IN FRANCE.
——
A correspondent has sent us a copy
of a Frenchnewspaper, Autante, which
contains an arraignmwent  of I'rench
Catholies by Bishop Lacroix of Taren-
taise, in Savoy. The prelate tells them
that if they had followed the precepts
of Leo XIIL in his Encyelical to them,
the situation would be different from
what it is now. The hatred and dis-
cord and powerlessness he places to
their account. You, he says, have failed
to understand the instructions of the
late Pope, or if you did understand them,
have done all in your power to prevent

them from having effect. He accuses |

them of faithlessness to the instructions
of the late Pope and of sacrificing their
dearest interests to a childish allegi-
ance or preference for forms of Loverns
ment of the past.

This is good talk, but we have heard
it for some time, without, however, see-
fromit. Butit is worthy

ing any effe
of commendation,{for strong w rds may

pierce the armor of apathy and set
brain and heart at work to redress
wrong.

But a brave speech here and there is
as guerilla warfare against a regular
hu-

army. It inspires a momentary e
giasm, but it cannot change the o ndi-
tion of affairs. It can indeed harass
enemies, but it is powerless to prevent

them from marching forward. What is

needed is organization—the plac
all those who are wplmm-'l to oppress ion
in serried lines. Leaders, of conrse,
there must be, but unless they can m ke
their followers keep step and move ac-
cording to order and upon a definite
obiect, all their efforts will be in vain.
We have commented on this before, ard
we content ourselves with saying now
that the present day situa ion of I'rance
is instruetive to Catholics everywhere.

e———————

—————

AN IDEAL ORGANIZ {TI1ON.

To the Catholic young men of Leeds

who are bestirrir

1

of a Catholic association, for the purpcs?

of furthering as far as lies in them

Catholic interests generally, Right

R
determination on their part could be
better. Such an association conducted

on Catholic lines must be eventually
productive of great good. But this
association must be Catholic in the |
truest sense of the word and non-
political. The example of the Cath- |
olies in Germany and Belgium
must be the one to follow. Like our-
selves they were divided in politics :
but when Catholic interests were at
stake, and their religious and educa-
tional liberties were in danger, like
true Catholic men they sunk their poli-
tical differences and stood shoulder to

shoulder as Catholics only.

Our readers will remember that we
have tried to say something like this
more than once in our columns. Our
organizations, we take it, are for the
advancement of Catholic intorests.
They are not mere camping grounds for
the amusement seeker, but schools |
wherein we may learn devotion to the
Church. In the first place practical
Catholicity is what they demand from
a candidate seeking admission. And
the reason is that, as no one can give
what he does not possess, an organiza-
tion that endeavors to influence those
around about it must have that love
and truth coursing in its every fibre.
The organization whose members fre-
quent the sacraments and who are
Jmown for their docility and loyalty
always does good work. It cannot fail.
The heroes of the Church have
dominated whole generations, not by
material force, but by a faithful imita-
tion of the virtues of Him Who eame on
earth and taught in His school the
lessons of humility and obedience.
Without these success is bul a fallure.
We grasp this fact. We, therefore —
because we are apostles in virtue of the
mission entrusted to us—shouald lose no
opportunity of proving our fidelity to
its duties. And the opportunities are
manifold. In every parish there is
much that can be done, and splendidly,
by laymen. Pastors who are engrossed
in the work of building and worried by
affairs of finance would, we feel sure,
wolcome the co-operation of the busi-
ness men of their flocks. Then there
is the Sunday school. Men of good-
will—our graduates — can find work,
self-sacrificing perhaps, but ennobling
and fruitful in the establishment o

night schools.

Think of the numbers of those who in

We have gone over the ground,
and investigations warrant us in sayu
that a night school would be a boon to
many parishes and

thusiastic support. The poor lads who

have been suffered

They would be
and writing, but, more, they would be

earnest Catholies of themselves,
and cynical, you say, they are;
then for most of them life is no joke
it is an existence around docks and in

tenements, those receptacles of awful
smells and unsightly poverty
knowledge of them would tell us also of

train of poverty and would show what

heroie lives are led by many of the poor.
And the mighty forces of sympathy

and love would help them into another
It would save, by the way, many

Nay, do not start—such things happen
and we are too selfishly blind to see it.

The majority, of course, will always
have to face poverty, but patience and

the knowledge of

NOBLE WORK.

Above all, they are our brethren, and
These people need help and not talk.

Shall we let souls for

whom Christ died perish

hours per week—we can succeed in

rescuing many lads and young

the allurements

st who is abroad in the land

his ceaseless talk about brotherly love.

. s smation I s 4 :
B GransiorniAs | tomary exactness the order in w

elorious opportunity £

our organizations. Itisa work tb
« themselves to favor not but be of profit to State and Churcl

1 ves 0
It is a work that should appeal strong-

Catholic who knows that he

And it is a work that will
g a1 I & y t t . .

. Dr. Gordon said recently that no prepare us for greater thing
In a future issue we may return to a
favorite topic of ours, viz., Federation.

————————

PRAYERS FOR DEAD PRIESTS.

ASROCIATION, AT

During a season of the ye
faithful Christians linger in thought at
the gates of the prison house of purga-
tory, mourning for those who are suffer-
the penalty of their slight

them the merey and pardon of Almighty
God, it would indeed be a serious mis-
take were we o forget
d brethren who have borne with us
the burden of the priesthood
o us as zealous laborers in the
Deeply conscious of
the bond of charity that unites the

vineyard of God.

those of the Church suilering the late
Archbishop and his devoted priests have
a holy alliance which considers
it as one of its chlef duties to remem-
ber at the altar and in their prayersour
Like a riverof bless-
ing this charitable society has ever
since flowed on dispensing its manifold
all those who stood in need.
In the same spirit of this noble society
we are united again to-day and raise
our hands and voices to heaven Lo call
down God's graces and blessings on the

departed priests.

ready gone to meet their Judge.
r benefits for them must not
feel that the Catholic laity
part in this eminently ehar
and thus we stand before you
beggars for the gift of your prayers and
ur brother priests.

giving any reasons for
in a cause so truly
wonld confine
of these
priests need

1S
good works for o If
there be need of
your participation
buman and Christian, T

that our departed
ors and that they are highly

i

Why should we pray for our deceased
Their lives have been spent
at the very threshold of heaven.
the flood gates of divine
,and the living waters flowing into
faithful have been dis-
The divine light of
trath illuminating all mankind has first
been gathered in
iest's soul and thence diffused.
harity enkindled by the Sor
Man to inflame the hearts
been accumulated and nour
hearts of his priests — all
igned to bestow upon man-
rough the
Can it be
holy
es having be-

They
the souls of the
tributed by them.
prism of the
1 of
has
ished in the

graces that

kind have been dispensed thr
ministers of God's Church.

ithout themselv

ness to the Son of God

AMANY PARISHES. ‘S.u'l’i(lm- of Mass, in the functions ull

their priestly life, has not eailed lorvh
in their souls a likeness to the Master,
a batred of sin and a love that consuin-
eth all defects? Should not a priest
by the very performance of his holy
duties be brought to a state of sinless
pess, so that death would be for him
but a passing to the unclounded vis
of God? Why then even think of a
purgatory for priests?

May it not be, my dear friends, that
such thoughts have kept many from of-
fering their prayers for departed
priests?  But is this view correct ?
You are no doubt r t in thinking that
the holiness of the priestly state confers
a multitude of grace

and blessings on
the bearer—and the truth of this is
evident if we observe to what a degree
of beroism these graces enable the
priest to ascend. But let us not for-
get that to whomsoever much has been
given, of him also much will be re
guired. Let us ever bear in mind
that the exalted dignity of the
priesthood imposes such a multitude ol
obligations, even in little things thatin
view of human frailty we can hardly ex-
peet, to avoid all shortcomings Above
all, however, let us not underrate the ex-
actnees of God's avenging justice. For
him the human heart has no secrets. Nor
is it difficult for Him to distinguish dross
from gold. His holiness cannot bear to
seo in the soul of man the least imper-
fection. Least of all, could He take to
His eternal abode a soul whose beauty is
impaired by tbe slightest touch of world-
liness, !

d 80, even if it be His chosen
minister, His priest, whose soul eomes
before Him tarnished by venial sin,
He cannot ceive him into eter-
nal happiness belore he has been
chastened by the fires of purga-
tory. All priests kno that full

well, and it is theyabove 11 that, dying,

sk the prayers for their

souls, Go the ide wor!d over, go to

| the hallow ng places of pious and
zealon learned and devoted
| Bishop invariably you w

| on thei ymhstones the petition for the

| alms of ¥ prayers. Place my bhody

| ir the ch: f the orphanage, once

| said a great Bisho but whv? That

| the little children may pray daily at my

i‘ reave lor the repose of my poor soul.
1

s it has ever been. No one
)

| better under l than the priest
| solf that, departing ti life, he
sorely in need of your pr
And to this that
| highly deserving of

with truly maternal

shes us to pray for
She also di

per them. She advises
1 to pray for our deceased
| relatives—¢ .ally father and mother ;
for it is just and appropria that they
from whom we have receive d the great
‘I;E(-wlh._ of life should be the fir
| cipients of our kindness. I 3
| of father and mothe what is more
\ natural than to think of him whom all

| should re

i

ns first «

the world call father and who in matters
| spiritual is so in fact -the Catholic
priest. Has he not generated us in

the sacrament of baptism? Does
he not nourish and strengthen

truth and the body and blood of Chri-t

\(h'h new li.e by the bread of

and the living waters of grace ? Docs

he not wateh over his spiritual family

by his children.

THY WILL BE DONE.

In the third petition of the Lord's
Prayer, *‘ Thy will be done on earth, as
it is in Hieaven,”’ we pray for the grace
to do in all things God's Most Holy
Will. This we learned in our earliest
years was to love, serve and obey Him.
To render love, service and obedience,
then, to God is to do His Will. And
how it is to be rendered in manifested
in the closing words of the petition
tiag it is in Heaven.'' Thisis, we pray
that God's Will may be done on earth
as it is done by the saintsand angels in

heaven.

But man is proud and self-opinion-
ated. e is saturated with selfishness.
He is bent upon his own pleasures and
wedded to his own will. These traits
pervert his will and set it in contradie-
tion to the Will of (iod. His pride of
opinion it was that inaugurated all the
schisms and heresies which have beset
God's Church. His selfishness and
parsimony of purse it is which prevents
that Church from extending itself as it
should. And because bent upon follow-

1

aside His law.

it that meaning and power which

gress.

TURDAY,

sess the truth, How little ordin-
arily is done to make it known to
othe
Stars and Stripes, or they whose lot has
been cast here by Divine Providence
and who have determined to make this
opeat country their home, are tor many |
reasons bound to take an intc
do whatever is in their power to make

with the same solicitude as a fatler
over his household 7 Does he not walk
before them as the model of a truly
Christian life? Does he not call down
on them the blessings of heaven by his
private oflicial prayers? Is he not a
father to the poor sinner who loaded
down by sin and crime and burning with
«hame and confusion falls down to ask
pardon ? Truly if any man has ever
entered into the holy relationship of
spiritual father to any soul on earth 1t
is the Catholic priest. And he having
left the world should not be forgotten

ing his perverse will we find him break-
ing God's commandment and setting

Here, then, we clearly see the great
need for a proper disposition in ad-
dressing this petition to God. To give

should possess we must renounce our
own will and seek above all things to
The do the Will of God. No matter what
the trials or the misfortunes, we must
pear them with a Christian resignation.
In so doing we are following the Will of
God, the rveward for which we find in
St. John to be * He that doeth the will
of God, abideth forever.”'—Church Pro-

Look not mournfully into the past—
Can it be that the near- | it comes not back again. Wisely im-
in the Holy | prove the present—it is thine,

Satholle my Surname.)—St, Paclan, 4th Century,
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Now what we do when performing those | izen, but it is more portant that it
beautiful devotions we can do at any | becomes a good ecitizen, a pure, an
other time by summoning up those or | honest citizen, and it is absolutely
any other of the scenes ol Christ’s life, | necessary that it be taught about its
or for the matter of that, the life of any Maker, its duties to 1l , for only thus

Every Catholic born under the

est and

! v Yy const toaian & | ourselves, as it were, in the very midst | cause the publiec schocol does not teach
sospner of truth known to all. W | of the events that are taking place and | it the eternal truths and does not
: The Missionary College at Vash- | close to the persons who are concerned | even aim to make it a good citizen
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and tool to the man or woman who is able and respect you :m:l Ul others, | “‘-.l im-
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oreat mistake if she foste this na- | be irref 1ble ments. I Wror train their consciences to fear
| ] God, to respectthe rights of others and
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this conntry and are proud to call them- | \11 Christians will admit that every RS men Or women, ]"' pired by
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that the Church enjoys the great free- | Oh¢ iu society here and an eternal one | have d "“‘,““"l ”.'“”',l,l" to ** instruct
dom s o does here, and that her mission- tod hereafter. They will adwit, s :l unto justice. Kven % th the
ri verywhere have a welcome and a | Oreover, that the child comes into| "% "0 secular studic .,l, ".“A;--
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nt to convert America. zen on earth and a saint in heaven. wolsa if it does not bec e a ~-“"“(
\m sa. oreat on account ol bt o | is the echild’s destiny; fitting it citizen of i""““y-\' and a faithful member
union of States, will be greater for this is educat'on. The child must | f G 8 '»1”“" ' is eith because 1t
still when all Chri s within | be instructed in secular knowledge that h.:" L' example at home, O ‘.m‘l,\; .
borders w be able to say, I belie | it may not be at a disadvant: here | ! ted ":"" by "\‘.l "“’ 1ences oL Lt
one only holy, Catholie, and Apostolic | below, and it must be taught about Or or because it abuses God's
Church.--Rev. H. E. O'Grady in the | Giod, about its duties toward God, about graces. . ' g
Missionary. ‘ the eternal truths, before can appre- [ Does not the ( ;\lh--_l ¢ way of educat-
i ciate its heavenly calling. 1s not this ing appeal to you as immeasurably bet-

ter and more complete than any other

\ way ? Dealing with every » of the
child's nature, the paro school
educates properly and fully.

Many Catholics have a wrong notion
of the real purpose of the parochial
school. They supposed that we build
and maintain our own schools merely
that we might teach the children cate-
| chism every day. Noj; their purpose
is rather to lay a solid religious foun-

Jut even now, the child is only part-
ly educated. Instruct the child in |
everv branch of secular knowledze and |
you have no grounds for believing that
it will make a good eitizen; and in-
The general intention for the Apostle- | struct it fully about God and all the ]
ship of prayer assigued for the pre- | truths of faiths and you have no ll.*“lll"‘\
sent month is the practice of medita- | ance that it will att in Heaven. |
tion. And there is nothing we know of | What is wantit The moral side
that is more conducive to proper ad- | of the child's nature needs education | g
vancement, either in temporalor spirit- ‘ also. Secular and religious knowledge | dation to the faith of our future fath-
ual matters. It is a habit common to \ instruct the mind ; but that the child | ors and mothers. The principles of

\

\

|

LEAGUE OF THE SACRED HEART.

Genera! Intention for November

PRACTICE OF MEDITA I'TON.

humanity. For, as is well said by the | may become a good, honest citizen in | faith must be i”ljlp(:\\/"l on &htf minds
Messenger of the Sacred Heart : society, and that it may love and serve | and hearts of the children ; their early
Everybody meditates ; the shopkeeper | the God Whom it has been taught |
who displays his goods ; the finaneicr | ahout, that it may *live by faith,’ it |
who organizes a trust ; the jpolitician | must bhave its heart and conseience
who is working for an election ; the
general who marches against the
enemy ; the statesman who works for the
aggrandizement of his country—all
meditate. They study the actual con- Now do the |
ditions, find out whether they aregood 1\ this ? You know better. They leave
l

daily actions must be regulated by the
oternal truths, that later, they may
v live by faith."”

To live aright, people must not only
know but realize the truths of re ligion,
and this is only rendered possible when
impressed with
s of the child

educated. Briefly then, education con- \
sists in developing all the powers of the ‘

child's being—the mind, the heart, the

conscience the children are deeply

| them. The early ye
| being spent in the ve

ABar § : Thurel it vachers whose ex
the moral side of the child entirely “ Chureh “‘,\5 teachers whoso ¢ xample
and exhortations spur them on to good,

untouched, and do not fit the vlnl«l.
even for this life Their failure in the child can hardly fail to get; whole=
this respect is becoming so plain that some impressions which will last.
even prejudiced eyes are noticing it. Moreover, they Iml_'n to be reverent in
+ e | chureh, how to assist abt Mass, how to
pray devoutly, their fauitsare cori cled
vantage and are never weary of think- | cession that their method is a failure, and they get a better prep: ation for
ing out a scheme or undertaking any | that something must be done. Pro-| their f holy Communion, -
labor to bring it to a successiul issue. \ testant ministers who have been wont | Years ago the parochial school was

gehoolg do all

ry shadow ol
or bad, contrive means to ameliorate
or amend them, reproach themselves
with errors in the past and take reso-
lutions to work in the future with
greater prudence and greater zeal.

We find it easy to do all that when
there is question of some material ad-

Pabiic school chainpiois 4 r
luctantly making the humiliatin m-

The prudent man, who sees that there | to accuse the Catholic Church of being 1 not so much of a “""“‘_“')’- 'H“"‘.”
are some other things to be attended | opposed to education are * taldng it | Yore nob=o many attractions and evil
to in this world besides business and | back' and saying, ‘* You have the influences for the child, and parents
politics, and war, and money-—none ol right way." BEE S th
whieh are worth half the trouble ex- Reading, writing, spelling, arithme- . ,‘ SHSAD:
pended on them—endeavors to apply | tie, and the rest, without religion, are libraries,
the same methods to thinking about | making sharp men, clever men, nu-n!‘" !
what is higher. He endeavors to rise | who know how to get at the green side | ** vnst

toward the unseen world, which, after | of you, such men as our penitentiaries nust needs have a clear know-
all, is the only real world, for all else | are fall of. But reading, writing, \ ledge of and be deeply impressed by the

We
their children. Today, w
novels, newspapers and fr¢
ple read more and read so wmuch
od and the Church that our

o for the most part more

children

passes away. and which is much more | spelling, arithmetie, cte., ete., are not truths of faith, or they will be lead
important for him togknow about than | going to make men honest, pure, law- ““‘"'.\* If we oxpeet good Catholics of
anything else. respecting and God fearing ; they will | fatbers and ‘;‘“I h“v:\ oL 1 .m‘,“v"\\'," kit
And so he strives from time to time | not make a man 2 faithtul husband, | must lay solid faith in the bhoys and
to fix his thoughts upon it. He iwill | nor a woman & good wife ; in other '-:”'l’*‘”_‘“ “_"lv"}- :
take hold of his memory, for example, | words, will not fit the person, even for | “This is eternal 11!“'1|'.-v they mway
and get it to sammon up from its myster- | this life. . . | know 'l hee ZH‘H.] \v'-'.h“lﬂ Mhou hast sent,
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Hugh Benson, of London, son of the
lican Archbishop of London,
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