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Our Curbstone Observer 
On Whale-Hunting.

Now that the whale, the real whale 
that monopolized the city’s atten­
tion for some ten days, is actually 
dead, I might as weU dot down a 
few of my own observations regard­
ing whales and whale-hunting. Ever 
since the remote days when Jonas 
occupied the interior cf a whale, 
that sea-monster has been an object 
of absorbing interest. In the first 
place, the fact of the whale being 
at once a fish and mammal has 
caused scientists to speculate very 
much concerning the species. Then 
so many exciting sea-stories have 
been built up on whales that his
whaleship has played a conspicuous 
part in the annals of modern rom­
ance. Then, again, the great indus­
try of whale-hunting—for it cannot 
properly be called whale fishing — 
has given material foi* many a most 
absorbing page. In a word, a whale 
is sure to awaken great interest, 
and often considerable excitement, 
every time that it looms up— espe­
cially in the track of an ocean ves-. 
•el, or in the waters of a river.

Having read very much about 
whales, and having seen a goodly 
Humber of them very far from the 
port of Montreal, I naturally felt 
ihClihed to take a glimpse at the 
one that found its way, like a lost 
beaver, up the tit. Lawrence. Conso- 
quently I went down to the shore, 
even as did hundreds of others, 
while the little fellow was disport­
ing himself in our waters. I did not 
expect to see very much of the 
whale, as I knew that he would 
dodge about, and "bob up serenely" 
in most unexpected places, like the 
ldons on the northern lakes; but 1 
felt that I would have a rare oppor­
tunity of observing some of my fel- 
lowmen; and I was not mistaken.

I would have it understood, that I 
did not carry a rifie, nor a revolver, 
nor any other kind of offensive or 
deadly weapon. I knew perfectly 
well that 1 might just as well have 
gone down with a pop-gun or a 
bow and arrow, for all the good I 
could do—or any one else could do— 
as far as securing the whale was 
eo’ncerned. But I had the worth, of 
my money, or my time, which 
means the same thing. I saw others 
with their firearms and the wonder 
to me was not that the whale seem­
ed to be oblivious of their attempts, 
but that a score of fatalities 
amongst these marksmen were not 
greater. It reminded me of the 
gentleman who wdtit hunting in Scot­
land and was accompanied by a 
Highland game-keeper. After shoot­
ing right and left for a few hôurs, 
and scaring away all the game, the 
disciple of Nimrod observed that if 
he kept shooting he would soon fill 
his bag. The old game-keeper dryly 
remarked that ho was more likely 
to be filling the kirk-yard.

But the hunting, as it was called, 
did not interest me half as much as 
the hunters. The first thought that 
flashed upon my mind was one of 
wonderment. I was actually aston­
ished at the vast number of people 
either out of work, or with nothing 
to do to kill time. I could not help 
asking myself if it were possible 
that all these citizens were persons 
•f independent means who had no 
need of work, or whether they were 
people who were idle because they 
could find nothing to do. This 
thought had scarcely time to turn 
my reflections into a certain chan­
nel, when I observed a fine, neatly 
tiressed, able-bodied, intelligent- 
looking fellow leaning against a 
post and gazing wistfully out upon 
the waters. He was unarmed, so I 
concluded that he was not a dan­
gerous man, but one like myself, 
who had sopae special object in com­
ing down to the river. In a few/tno- 
ments I enterd into conversation 
with him. Thinking he was a French- 
Canadian I addressed him in French. 
He spoke the language so pèrfectly 
that I supposed I had been right in 
my conjecture, when a sudden turn 
in the conversation brought out the 
fact that English was his language. 
Ho soon made me aware that he was

just as conversant with three other 
languages as with French and Eng­
lish. Before 1 parted from him I 
learned that wbjch amply repaid my 
trip to the river, and which had no­
thing to do with the whale.

I found out that this young man, 
about thirty-five years of age, was 
married and looking for work. He 
told me that for four weeks he had 
been seeking employment in the city 
and had so far failed to get one 
day’s work. Apart from his know­
ledge of languages and a good com­
mercial education, he claimed to be 
on experienced horseman, and to be 
able and ready to attempt any kind 
of work. He had sought office work 
in every direction, but failed in se­
curing any; he had applied to every 
delivery, livery, transport and cart­
age establishment in town and 
could not get an ordinary Job 
'driver; he then advertised until he 
had no more money to advertise; he 
Replied to every advertisement in 
the evening papers; always he was 
either too late, or the place was 
promised, or he had not the requir­
ed recommendations. Finally, he 
spent a whole week, walking from 
place to place, applying for day la­
bor, in drains, carrying a hod—any­
thing at all, not to be idle; yet he 
was unable to get a job. He was 
generally met with the answer that 
AH able man like him ought to be 
able to get work any place; yet the 
person making such a remark was 
exactly after declining to give him 
work. He went to lumber yards, 
manufactories, construction works, 
to every place where he imagined a 
man might be needed; he would be 
willing to work for any wages, no 
matter how small. Too proud to 
beg, too honest to steal, too spirit­
ed to loaf, too high-strung to mis­
represent himself, and too prin­
cipled to drink, he felt that he was 
actually a tramp in the midst of ap­
parent plenty.

Since that day I made it my busi­
ness to verify every word of this 
man's statement. I grew interested 
in his case. 1 took upon myself to 
apply for him in various places. I 
made twenty-six applications, prin­
cipally in person; in almost every 
case I was told to send the man 
along. I did so, and each time ho, 
returned with the same story—they 
would send for him at the first va­
cancy, or they were not now in need 
of any help. It can readily be im­
agined that with each application 
his hopes were varied, while with 
each failure his spirits were propor­
tionately crushed. I can understand 
that many of those to whom I ap­
plied had not any need of a man ; 
but, why not tell me s6 at once ? 
Why hftve me send the man, when 
they knew that they would not hire 
him? Why occupy his time running 
after them, when ho might be doing 
some practical good for himself else­
where ?

Now, this is an actual, a present, 
a real case, right here in Montreal. 
Here is a man who would make a 
model employee in any establishment 
yet to whom no person seems will­
ing to give a day's work. In one 
cose I found that a far less compet­
ent and far less willing man was 
token on at $1.25 per day, while 
this man, who was the first appli­
cant, could do the work much more 
efficiently and would gladly accept 
one dollar. Is there such a thing as 
luck? Why boast about the city's 
wealth, the country's prosperity, the 
abundance of money, and all such 
nonsense, when the really able, de­
serving, willing and honorable are 
reduced to the level of the regular 
tramp, without being able to get a 
meal, nor work to buy one? When 
such is the actual case with one 
man, what must it not be with the 
hundreds who neither possess his 
qualifications, nor enjoy his reputa­
tion? Is it to be wondered at that 
so many become guilty of crimes in 
our midst?

If it had not been for the whale I 
never would have met this man, nor 
would I hqve had an opportunity of 
observing his peculiar case. The 
very thought of such a situation 
makes one shudder. The winter com- 
mç on, clothing needed, fuel requir­
ed, food imperative, work sought 
for, and none of all these to be had 
In very truth it needs a strong 
faith to resist such temptations.

A GLIMPSE OF POSTAL AFFAIRS.

Any person who will stand for half 
a day at the side entrance to the 
Montreal post oiBce will be astound­
ed at the cart loads of mail bage 
that are carried in from the vari­
ous trains, or carried away to be 
distributed all 'oVer the country, in 
fa«t to all parts of the civilized 
world. If such huge masses of let­
ters and papers pass through the 
—- 1 post oiBce of a city the size
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remotest shanty in Canada’s most 
northern limits to the most distant 
outpost of India, of Australia, or 
of South Africa. What a transform­
ation from the days when Bionco- 
ni a stage-couches were the aston­
ishment of all Ireland and the envy 
of almost every nation in Europe. 
Yet, the swiftness of the engine 
careering over vast stretches of ter­
ritory, or of ocean grey-bounds 
ploughing the ocean at twenty 
knots an hour, Is as nothing com­
pared to the automatic exactness 
with which the millions of daily 
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addressed to Mary Hagan, Bytown, 
British North America. The British 
North America indicated Canada, 
hence it was sent in the Canadian 
mail. Reaching Montreal, it was 
forwarded to Ottawa, the former 
name of which, half a century ago, 
was Bytown. On arriving there, no 
such a person as Mary Hagan could 
be found. On inquiry being made at 
the central poaflsh Church, it was 
found that in 1.366 a Mary Hagan, 
from Bantry, County Cork, Ireland, 
was married to a John O'Brien. The 
death of the same John O’Brien 
was recorded as having taken place 
in 1858. On further inquiry being 
made it was learned that an elderly 
woman bearing his name had long 
been house-keeper for a family ug 
the country. Finally, the letter 
reached its destination, although a 
delay of a couple of weeks had been 
necessitated.

But, if the postal affairs of the 
world have been marked by such 
wonderful improvements, we can 
safely say that since the introduc­
tion and development of steam 
transportation almost the total of 
these changes and advancements 
have been made. For long centuries 
the system of communication by let­
ter had been- at a standstill—for it 
dates back to a very remote period. 
In this connection the "Empire Re­
view" has given some very inter­
esting data, from which, for the be­
nefit of any who should happen to 
be interested in the subject, we take 
the following :—

Cyrus, King of Persia, possessed 
a regular riding post, stations and 
men with horses that were always 
in readiness when required. The 
speed of his horses was such, ac­
cording to Herodotus, as nothing 
mortal surpassed, and varied on the 
road from Susa to Sardis from 60 
to 120 miles a day. The early 
Greeks and Romans were by no 
means so advanced, the Greeks hav­
ing but little private correspondence 
before 600 B.C., while few at­
tempts were made to organize the 
postal system of the Roman Empire 
until the Emperor Augustus insti­
tuted couriers and stages along the 
roads, at which relays of horses 
were always ready.

England was even still more back­
ward, for it was not until the reign 
of Henry I. that permanent messen­
gers, styled nuntil and cursores, 
were first employed in the delivery 
of the King’s writes to the lords 
and barons. They, only began to 
wear the royal livery in the time of 
King Henry HI., who employed 
them both in England and in for­
eign ports on affairs of State, 
well as on the private and confi­
dential business of the Crown. Their 
payment was an important item in 
the royal household accounts, and 
Tany specimens of the extent to 
which the system prevailed are to 
be found in our public records. 
Thus, on December 18, 1324, the at­
tention of the wardens of the 
Cinque Ports, as well as of the 
Mayor and sheriffs of London, was 
drawn to the fact that many let­
ters, prejudicial to the interests of 
the Crown, were being brought into 
the country, and they were com­
manded to make diligent scrutiny of 
all persons passing from parts be­
yond the seas and to stop all let­
ters concerning which sinister sus­
picion might arise. Again a royal 
writ of September 23, 1326, evi­
dently directed against Queen Isa­
bella, the wife of Edward II., states 
that "the Queen by council and abet­
ment of the King's enemies, did 
write daily divers letters . to the 
arenbishops, bishops, prelates, 
earles, barons and others of the 
King's lieges, as well as of the cler­
gy. os of the laity, and to the Com­
mons of the various towns, and to 
individual persons, in order to ac­
complish their false compassments.’’

These letters were conveyed by 
special messengers, wandering mins­
trels or merchants. It is, however, 
evident that as time went on pri­
vate individuals kept horses for 
hire, so that a messenger might 
travel post. And since the words 
"Haste, Post, Haste!" are found 
written on the backs of private let­
ters at the close of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, we may safely 
assume that this mode of corres­
pondence was not confined to i.he 
Government."
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GIGANTIC JACKET SALE!
36 to 60 Per Cent Discount off

Ladies I Misses’ Short Jackets
Monday/tie Management of The Dig Store h. s decided to offer the en ire 

stork of Ladies' and Misses' Short Winter Jackets at a discount of from 25 to 
50 per cent discount off regular prices. Original nokets ,on each garment 
in order that ladies may sec what this discount mans, the original tickets 
maiked in plain fcgures will remain on each garment, another ticket will be 
placed alongside with the sale price in blue pencil. We are suie of your co- 
operation under these circumstances.

<& 00.

Winter Dress Goods
New Corelt Cloth, very rich, for Fall asd 

Winter Suiting, vcy stylish col.ns in drab, brown, 
light ■ and Oxford gray. bill, t and maroon, navj 
and green ; price per yard 720-

Pan Suiting, rich value, extra qualily, 6ne 
finish, latest worn color, the latest in new brown, 
maroon, crimson and dark brown ) price per 
yard, 89c.

Elegant Striped Zibeline, very newest, best finish, for ladies’ suiting • 
choice combinations of colors i* purple, royal, new brown, maroon and navy 
Price per yard $1 30. .

TEW YEARS OF PRISOK LIFE,
A man released on parole from 

Maflsajchusotts State prison after 
having served nearly half of the 
term of his 25 year sentence said, 
to a reporter of a Boston newspa­
per, that the bitterest moment of 
all the years he occupied a cell in 
the big stone building at Charles­
town was that in which be found 
out that liia mother was dead and 
that he had been unable to see her 
in the last days of her sickness.

•■She w*s buried two months 
ago." he remarked, "but I did not 
learn of her death until two weeks 
ago. My brother knew that the news 
would worry mo more than all else, 
and he decided to postpone telling 
me, feeling confident that my re­
lease was near at hand."

"1 have not made any arrange­
ments for the future yet," he said, 
"but will very likely accept a posi­
tion offered me in Boston at car­
pentering, zay trade. It is pretty 
hard to look back and think that 
one lias ruined one’s own life, but I 
have no complaint to make. I will 
try to live down the past and 
show people that my reformation is 
genuine.

When I first went to prison I 
worried night and day, but I quick­
ly realized that a contiouance of 
such worriment, would either 
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Trimmed Millinery. . .
Our Millineiy business has been large for )ears, 

Past success has stimulated present eltorts. We are pro­
ducing belter hats and bonnets 1er less money. Deseiv 
ing your c mfidence in our ability to trim to order, our 
many sided facilities touch every dress need.

Fawn color hat, brim of stitehtd felt, trimmed in 
front with lawn mirror velvet and shades lawn and green 
breasts, gold ornament ; $6.60

lhack and White Hst, brim of black silk vehet lolds, 
facing of white satin folds, crown of velvet, trimmed at 
side with b ack and white feather pompons ; $7;V6.

ê.

Household Linens. . . .
Thete is nothing in the whole list of textile fabrics 

which so combines the elements of richness, delicacy, pu ity 
and beauty as these high class linens. Old and honored 
t rauds in linens are plent ful at Carslej’s, the stout and 
sturdy Flemish weaves, l.esides the ddicaic richness of 
Biusiels and Barnsley

Prices below the ordinary market value.
LINEN TABLE CLOTHS—Full Blenched Linen Table Cloths, in newest 

designs, satin finish ; size 2 by 2 yards, special $1 66 ; size 2 by 21 yds special $" 00 • 
srze 2 by 3 yards, special $2.70 ; sise 2 by 4 yards, spscial $3 70. 8 Napkins to mutek
above, special $1 65 dozen. LINEN TRA* CLOTHS-Fine lull Bleached Linen 
‘ ray Cloths, pretty patterns, with fringe ; siW 17 by 25 inehes, speeial 22c ; size 20 by 
27 inches, special 26c; size 20 by 28 inehes, speeial 3fic HUCKABACK 
to WULS, bleached, with fringe, very semceable ; size 14 by 24 inches 8c each • 
20 by »0, 1 ,c sncli ; 21 by 41, 23c each ; 23 by 46, 30c each ; 23 by 44, 45c'each • 20 
by 45, 49c each : HEMSTITCHED TOWELS, wade of Pure Bleached Linen 
1' lax ; size 17 by 24 inches, 14c each ; 20 by 42, 18c each ; 22 by 42, 26c each ■ 22 by 46 
40c each. ’

CÜMF08T FOR COLD WEATHER
The Place 1o Buy is Here, 
lhe lime is NOW!

Ju*t. imported, a full assortment of extra 
sized fine all-wool

Scotch Blankets
from the celebrated “ Skeldon ” Mills 
Ayrshire, Scotland. : The consignment 
comprise* tho following sizes : 23 x 3 yds 
y x 2} yards, 2g x 2§ yards, 2\ x 2i yards. 
Prices from

$6,76 a Pair.
0JHER UNES:

200 Pairs All-Wool Grey Blankets, from 
$1 AO a pair.

100 Pairs All-Wool Scotch Blankets, 
from $4 50 a pair.

500 Pairs All-Wool White Blankets from 
$2.50 a pair.

FIXB EIDER HOWS QUITS.
All fine English make, filled with the 

best of Down, in Silk, Satin and hateen 
Coverings, and perfectly ventilated. All 
prices, from $5.50 to $50.00.

Fine Cotton Filled Comforters
600 best Carded Cotton Filled Bed Com­

forters, all prices from $1.00 each.

ALL THE BEST AND MOST RELIABLE BranOs 
la WARM HOSIERY lot UNDERWEAR.

Country orders carefully filled.

JOHN MURPHY SCO.
RSIS St. Gntlierlne Street, earner of 

Metcalfe Street.

Terms Cash. ...... Telephone, Up 2740

! W. G. KENNEDY
...Dentist...

No. 758 PALACE STREET,
Tel,, Main 830.

THE S. CARSLEY CO.UM,TrD
1765 to 1783 Notre Dzme Street. 184 to 194 St. James Street, Montreal.

that several men are serving sen­
tence in Charlestown under false 
ntimes, and it does seem hard to 
think that a man would come in 
there, qnder an assumed name, take 
sick and die, and then be sent to 
the State burial ground at Concord. 
I often used to think that perhaps 
they had relatives who would never 
learn of their fate. Mothers, per­
haps, who would pray for their wan­
dering sons, little knowing that 
they were buried in a potter's field.

A man's life in prison depends en­
tirely upon his disposition, his tem­
perament. I enjoyed considerable li­
berty during my incarceration. I 
had a little room at the institution 
where I worked at times, and to 
which I always had admittance. I 
spent the greater part of my time 
there, and cn)<wed the confidence of 
the officers to yin extent that ren­
dered my life there as pleasant as 
prison life could very well be."

"What do you consider the most 
lonesome time in prison?" queried 
the reporter.

W©11, the majority of the men 
seem to dread a Sunday and a holi­
day coming together. Sunday is a 
pretty lonesome day, but when Sat­
urday or Monday is a holiday it 
seems more than some prisoners' 
nerves can bear. I have heard men 
holler in the very dint of nervous­
ness. It is all up with a man whrf 
allows his thoughts to dwell conti­
nually upon his confinement."

Punishment came swiftly and surely. 
Tho 'organization' notified him that 
he could not return to Congress, the 
only reason being that the people 
would not subiwft. The young con­
gressman was not even mentioned 
for renominution. When Congress 
adjourned last Monday the young 
man wound up his career in a way 
that has now landed him in the 
hospital, dying, neglected by his 
friends, and deserted by the com­
panions whose temptations led to 
his ruin."
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THE I iqiOR HABIT AND KKIN.

A Washington correspondent of an 
American daily journal tells the fol­
lowing sad story of the downfall of 
a young man who was traveling 
along the highway of prosperity. In­
temperance was the cause.

"There lies dying to-night in one 
of the local hot-pi tale a young man, 
until a few days ago a member of 
Congress, whose history is an im­
pressive lesson of the curse of li­
quor and of the power of the public 
sentiment against drunkenness 
among publié men. He was a mem­
ber from one of the greatest cities 
ip this country. Young, of attract­
ive personality, and of fine talents, 
he was welcomed in the House as a 
man of brilliant future. Unhappily, 
he became too fend of social enjoy­
ments, gradually becoming unpleas­
antly prominent because of his con­
vivial habite. Stories of the unpicas- 

îpression he was creating were 
by his party colleagues to 
nization' of the city whence 
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SURPRISE
is stamped on every cake 
of SURPRISE SOAP.

It’s there, so you can’t 
be deceived.

There is only one 
SURPRISE.

See to it that your 
soap bears that word—

SURPRISE.
A pure hard soap.
Don’t forget the name.

$t. £rott $«** mr& £o.
ST. STEPHEN, ft 6.

T. J.
Real : Estate 

iso wr.

....FOR....

Handsomely bound Prayer Book#,
Neatly mounted Prayer Bead*.
Crucifixes In Metal, Pearl, Ivory, etc. 
Religious Pictures, Email and large. 
Medals in Gold and Silver.

STATUARY IS METAL,
I OR THE POCKET:

BLE8BEW VIRGIN........Be, 10c, lOeeacB
Larger Size, 36 cents.

D. & J. SADLIER & CO.,
.........1809..........

NOTRE DAME STREET.

PUBLIC NOTICE.
Wo. the undersigned, owners of im­

moveable property situated in the 
County of Hochelaga, call a meeting 
of owners of Immoveable property 
situated in. the counties of Hoe be­
luga, J acquee-Cartler, L* Assomp­
tion, Laval, and Terrebonne, for 
Wednesday, the 20th of November 
next at 8 o'clock, p.m., In the Poet 
Office building. No. OSS Beaubien 
street, Boulevard St. Denis, Mont­
real, to consider the organization of 
a Mutual Insurance Company 
against fire, as provided by the laws 
of the Province of Quebec :

Louie Boire, J. T. Ledoux, G. Ber-1 
nard, J. D. Vezina, Damien Lalonde, 
C. T,. J.ettef Alfred Du bord, Bugene 
Martel, Adelard Paquette, Maxime 
Poirier, Gustave Major, Norbert 
Marcotte, V. Carmel, Paul G. 
ttneau, Joseph Leduc, L. P.
J. O. Gareau, A. A. Masse, S. 
Valllere, Louie Pillion, P. X. 
louin. er., Auguste Vezina,
Merinos, F. X. Malouln, |r., :___
B. La casse, T. B. Chart rand', Ji 
eph Dandurand, A. Larlve.

Montreal, October lflth.------

MRS.
Licensed
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