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A Voice Out of Russia

The following is the concluding portien of an
g ticle published in the New York *“Dial"™of Jan.
2' this year. The first part of the article covers
the economic conditions prevailing in Russia and
the development of the political situations there
up to the Bolsheviki taking control.

We publish this because it is the testimony of
a Russian of the “Right Social' Revolutionary”
wing, which“at first bitferly opposed the Bolshe-
viki program, but..who, by the logic of events,
has been led to ally himself with them as the only
constructive political force in"Russia:

. One way or another, fourteen months ago
the power was transferred definitely and finally to
the Soviets, with the Bolsheviki as the dominating
political power. And thus came their turn to de-
cide the vital questions of war, state, and econ-
omie organization.- The question of the war they
decided to solve immediately. They diselosed the
secret treaties showing imperialistic war gims of
the Entente, at the same time offering the Allies
a general demoerati¢ peace. The latter did not
even: answer! And this fact is of utmost impor-
tance, because it arouses serious doubt as to who
was betrayed by whom—whether we have betrayed

ftheAlliu.ortheAllielhaveNtnydm.NOt

. away, the railroads had come to a mndmll
. Nevertheless, when the predatory tendencies..of
the kaiser heeame evident, the Soviet government
dcl,and. sthe. nnﬁapo;t of the peace treaty and
ent,red into s with the Allies, promis-
ing: 40 she :Russian front if the Allies .
wouldemtothuruid.'l‘bophequd not aceept
tﬂam&cmﬁtyof‘whheﬁhﬁﬂy
be . doubted. Lenin was obliged to present ;the
Brest-Litovsk peace {reaty for: ratification to the
Congress of Soviéts, At that moment, as far as I
am coneerned, the question as to who betrayed
whom was finally understood and decided: Upon
iresenting the peace treaty for ratification of the
| COTETesS, | Idnint did mot dény it was hndll‘bg
| But at the sanie time hefinsisted that his humilia-
;t&n was temporary, ‘that the (German revolution
' was pot far away. Many did net believe it at that
time,g but. now the German revolution is an ae-
fact,
As fiF as state ommzatxon was coneerned, the
Soviet government defided thiit. at. that time:the
mestionf*eould” be postponed. Russis wad in the
hroes of a soeial rgvolution and in the m:&t of a
ttruggle. with internal and external en
gew order. Russia is being. built by the plain
stople, by the nts—slowly, ﬁml; and with-
ﬁt any definite phn To foretell m:o what forms
B & rebuilding will_finally shape is utterly im-
Possible. It ean, however, be definitely said that
i(be present rebuilding of Russia is ndf the last
! word of the Russian revolution. The word **Soviet’’
will probably remain with us foreyer, The Rus-
m people grew fond of lt It was also adopted
i Germany, but the munmg attached to this
word ‘wm be perfected in the future. Howem,
¢ kept in mind thét the controversy which
" Russiah socicty into twp nunedmpromising
; ‘ padoe(w ‘pertain to its meaning.. This eon-
' troversy doesnot formally touch upon the ideology -
| of the future, but
io present. The adherents of one «
o~ : '

é
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of -the -
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it is first necessary to shape Russia into a definite
political form* to establish a permanent govern-
ment ‘and to let §t decide social problems slowly;
that it is beyond the strength of the Russian
people to accomplish a soeial and political Fevolu-
tion at the same time; that it is necessary to be
satisfied for the present with the political revolu-
tion alone, and to bring about the social reforms
through evolution. More than that, répresentatives
of this camp insist that our people are young and
““dark’’; that tlfe timie has not arrived for them
to deeide their owmn destiny; thdt the people ‘do
net know what they need, but that thev, the repre-
sentatives of the radieals -and the Soecialist Intel-
ligentsia, do know. Thérefore they are the ones
to govern the ‘‘dark’’ pecple, to educate the people
to prepare the people for self-government.

The representatives of the opposition eamp, on
the other hand, insist~that their experiences with
the first two provisional governments and es-
peeially with the third—the Omsk govérnment,
which is now dormant in the poeket of Kolechak—
is suffieient warning not to repeat mistakes. Their
deep eonvietion is that the Russian people are

interested most of all in social feforms and de--

mand these reforms immediately by revolutionary

~ means. Yes. tho Bmdm m’lc m “datk" and

to serve them, a

them against their will. Whe "dﬂmm" d
Russian masses naturally,

the Russian. revolfition. Lm M is being _?

rebuilt-by the peasant

out any d&ﬂniu plan. In thﬂqm of ve
much has#9 be hyokei M Tt iscalso-true 4
it is beyond the power qf -Russign people
accomplish both pe soeial
tion. Now ‘the Russian MC busy with ‘the -
odmtmeﬁop of a riew speial order, and when this -
shall have been erystallised into m form, they
catr begin the politieal umstuﬁwnﬂ, of Russia. ;

to  welset . from “he ‘htter thwsvfto are 'ﬂm »

‘Jmthouwhvw‘hnttom

."—;“ ¥

times and cut It onee,”’ says an old Russian
proverb. And history eonfirms it. Of all the eon-
stitufions that weré ever writtén on our planet,
the most flexible one has proved to be the Ueon-
stitution of the United States. Written in 1737,
with seventeen amendments, it is alive today. But
it must not be fm'gntfg:u that it was” writteén in
1787, eleven years aftér the declaration of Inde-
pendence. Why then ask of Russia that she write
her political vonstitution in definite form only one
year after the revolution, a revolution deeper than
that 3f 17761 It may be retorted that soqfil re-"
forms require just #4s much care; that they also
cannbt be decided in haste. I perfectly agree with
this, but I also understand that the Russian people
do noet care to wait any longer and do not trust
the ‘‘masters.”” No words are strong enough to
convince me to the ¢éontrary. To back one's argu-
ments with .Japanese bayonets and English ma-
chine gufis 'i8 just as c¢riminal, in my opinion, as
to assassinate one’s own mother. And all the out-
eries of the interventionists—that this is a “‘démo-
cratie’’ way of helping Rusgia—are mere hypoerisy.

When one_and one-half years ago the momréhy‘

“was overthrown in Russia, I, as well as many

others, believed that Russia could not cope with
thc pohﬁal molnthn, war, and the social nvoln—

' time, Tt wasrryge- W \rere thrown

thig we had 10 pay’ -uh

; tnut we ate oqnfronted.

‘.eﬁ fact and we are powerless

y % we, have taken
: ,c}eps ahqd And now-the quemo i
e we to dof ligist that the
_ we, together
paries t:ww, liquidate all the gains :
mo}ndo# uﬁ assigt. the Mf\‘ % _
among themsel Oe, 5
. wﬂh, onr o”onenu Arom “the dcta:d_ g
“Russia q\d the reyolution from her inum& and
mmi As far as I am con@md,,%
can, be np question, and. that is why, while re
“mgining a-Moderate Socialist, 1 sineerely. '.
_seientiously believe that I must serve Rullh md(r

h the n—

It ean be foretold already-that Tepr the ucw»’ |woﬂn Jbanner,

social conditions new politieal: forms will be re-
quired. It may also be predieted: _meither the
French nor the American elothes - zww
Russian peasant ; it will be M ta

Russian eloﬂea ot.aew ents. And_qwh;vo:k re-*
quires. tme md cave: “Mu the cloth, nvqp
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"There is .still another point to be eomudored \
We miay not. fullylagree with the Soviet . _govern-

mmdmbttbopodbﬂityd,m

gotae %t ity ideats,/but we can hardly deny “the
fmm it i consistent and clear in its-demagigs.
The opponents of ‘the Soviet government have: no
“platform Whagsoever, anfd*they cannot, have any.

F' They represent- the most picturesque M
; ﬂh’i siderwith Wld revolutionists e see. (mw

socu:us:r PARTY/| 5
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“ themr are united in their mad dgsire to overthrow

of the zar’s police; side hy side& with
nehlé dreamers Voo see the faces of erifainals; side
hy dide with menarchists we see aga-thists—all of ,

the Soviet governiment ;-and the old English diple.

t mats, who are operating behind their backs; have

fially realized that. sieh a -union is not';stable

« andethat it must be rveplaced by a whip.

Jma M‘ﬂw ‘Siberian khedive Kolchak has ap-
péaved oh'the horizen, He hegan his pelitical caveer
with fhe aﬂent of the members of the (,onﬂtntm
AdseinBly;” with thé xeopening. of the vodka fae-

. tériés, and WitH the reimtrodtietion of the ‘Crat’s
. ruiﬁ'qdm nm&mkmkhfo}lds~-
* Kolehak," or the' W-9~n¢ "dicfltoru!ﬂ’ of the

workitig people,*or- the diefafdrslip ot an' indig. *
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