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86 THE FARMER’S

thousands—are being brought into our country
annually by the Salvation Army and by otber
charity societies, as well as by our Canadian
Government 1itself. Now, I want to ask the
question : Are they a credit to our country ?
I answer Yyes, They have a perfect right to a
livelihood as well as we. This is a free country—
a home for all. Thank heaven for tl'mt.' Then
let us try to be helpful to these pilgrims (_as
they might be termed) as well as our charity
clubs.

Now, I am not in any way trying to further
the jmmigration, nor have I in any way expx"essed
my views on this matter beforg. I am simply
going around the corner of immigration to reach
the point of my subject.

As an experienced farmer, 1 thoroughly under-
stand the motive of a great majority of the so-
called hired men. It is ‘“‘Day come, day go, and
God send Sunday,”’ but, for all that, I am very
much in favor of the hired man in many ways,
for I was a hired man once, and I often times
found, or at least thought, that the more I did
the more 1 was expected to do.

Since I have started farming for myself I look
at things differently.

I have had all kinds of men, from the best—
I mean the man in earnest—to the man who
didn’t care. Often-times we think because we
are paying big wages we have the best man—we
overlook his faults, and, on the other hand, be-
cause we are getting the young man for about
fifty dollars a year we have got the call of the
bunch.

But let us be generous-minded ; let us not be
hasty to weigh a man’s value. Remember that
that boy who is working for you this year for
$50 may work for someone else next year fox: a
hundred. And that man which you are paying
$2.50 per day this week may work for one dollar
per day next week, if winter sets in hard enough.

In my travel through Western Canada and
British Columbia, to my surprise, I found a
greater supply of idle men than I could .h;?va
found right at home in Ontario. Curiosity
causes me to ask ‘‘why ?”’ There is surely more
work. Yes, there is work for all in any part
of Canada, but so often we find men who are
looking for a job. Mark you, a job—not work.

Now, these are mnot the creditable inhabitants
of any country. Rather the English boy, by a
long shot.

Now, I consider that farmers in Western On-
tario are the most lucky of any people in the
world. We are certainly independent. Our
harvests are generally to be depended upon‘’;
our markets are vood, and more than
that, to our advantage, we can procure
good reliable help through the emigration of our
Inglish friends to help us to reap the harvest
of our farms, to fill our pockets with coins.

Then let us be generous—not grumbling at the
experienced hands for asking good wages, neither
at the so-called Englishman because he says,
“I'll be plow'd if I know ‘ow.”

J. A. W. KETTLEWELL.

Middlesex Co., Ont.

Hydro-Electric Power Supplies.

According to the annual report of the Ontario
Hydro-Electric Commission, recently issued, the
earnings of the system show a large increase, the
total revenue for 1912 being $511,801.88 ; ex-
penditure, $456,635.43 ; surplus, $55,000 after
paying operating expenses, cost of maintenance
and interest on bonds and sinking fund. All
outlays for extensions of the system have been
charged to capital account, which now amounts
to $1,158,829.24,

A Contrast in Advertising Results.

Yours of 27th received re advertisement. L
wish to continue the same for another year, as
I can do more business through your columns
than all the other papers combined. I put $30
into one paper, and the only result was one in-
quiry and one visitor who would have bought me
out on paper and unlimited time.

Elgin (‘o., Ont. (Rigned) JAMES BEGG.

West l.orne, Ont., will be the scene of  the
Elgin Co., Corn, Sced Grain, and Poultry xhibi-
tion on Jan 22nd, 23rd, 21th. It promises
to be a popular event.

The annual financial statement issued  last
week of the (fanadian National Tixhibition, 'Tor
onto, shows the gross receipts for 1012 as $331,
708.81 ; expenditure, $340,784.98, leaving a net

profit of $13,023.83.

Winter Talk.

By Peter McArthur.

It certainly does not do to be too sure about
anything. Last week I told you that you could
not see snow-flakes except when they were falling
between you and some dark object like the trees
or a building. Just after I had mailed that let-
ter a snowstorm came along and I could see the
flakes everywhere. I could see them in the sky
above and against the white fields. But there
was a reason for this. The flakes were of the
big fluffy kind, in which there are scores of flakes
sticking together—the kind that make the children
say that ‘“The old woman is picking her geese.”’
They were so large that shadows formed in them,
and it was really the shadows I saw, except
when looking towards something dark. I am
still of the opinion that ordinary little snow-
flakes can be seen only as I said last week, but
there are exceptions. This convinces me that
there is truth in the epigram, ‘When you are
sure you are right, it is time to suspect you are
wrong.”” There are very few things that we can
be absolutely sure about, and it is never safe to
make sweeping statements. As a rule, I avoid
making such statements, for I have been forced
so often to take them back that I am becoming
wary, but sometimes in my enthusiasm over what
seems to be a discovery I blunder into the same
old mistake, as I did last week. I am making
this explanation so as to save my friends the
trouble of writing and setting me right and giv-
ing me the laugh. I am laughing over it, too.

*® ®* » »

) At last T have comwmenced to see through a
little difficulty that has been bothering me. 1

ADVOCATE.”

FOUNDED 1866

coming convinced that this district is one of the
future fruit-growing sections of the country.
Outsiders are beginning to buy land that will be
planted out to orchards, and those who are liv-
ing in the country are wakening to its possi-
bilities. The planting of orchards will mean the
breaking up of big holdings, because the land
will become too valuable for pasture, and that
will mean the flowing in of a new population.
I hope, however, that this work of orcharding
will not be left to companies, for that will ‘mean
that those who are doing the work will be work-
ing for wages instead of building homes of their
own. The energy with which the work of organ-
izing fruit growers’ associations is being pushed
this winter suggests that a change for the better
is at hand and that this district will soon be
producing good fruit and' marketing it to ad-
vantage.
*  ® * *

This week I got some interesting information
about the condition of labor in the big manufac-
turing concerns of the country. My informant
predicted that in a few years the cost of all
kinds of meanufactured goods will imcrease be-
cause of changes in the methods of production.
At the present time there .are few men left who
have learned trades in the old thorough manner
that prevailed' before the universal introduction
of machinery, and these men are almost all work-
ing as foremen or overseers. The actual work
is being done by men handling machines, and hone
of these workmen know how to produce a finfished
article. Each can do only a little part, with
the aid of a machine. The men who know how
to do every part can oversee the work and keep
down expenses,, but most of them are growing
old, and when they
die, there will e no
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felt in my bones that the country is not in as
thriving a condition as it was when I was a boy,
but everywhere 1 was confronted by prosperity.
There are not nearly so many poor people in this
part of the country, and yet there is little of
tbe progress that should go with prosperity.
'l‘hp explanation scems simple, but I am not
golng to venture on a sweeping statement just
after I have had to take one back. The trouble
seems to be that we have rich farmers and poor
townships. The farmers who have resisted the
call of the West have mostly accumulated much
land—which they are not working. These far-
mers are all land rich because they have the land
that should be worked by several families. Thirty
years ago there was a family on every farm-—
many of them large families. Now flwre are
many farmers who own two hundred acres or
more, and the extra land is under pasture. ‘There
are very few large families. Because there are
fewer people to be supplied with goods the t-o\\'né

and villages are going back, and vet all the far-
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mers in the surrounding country are rich This

may seem an excellent state of alfairs to the rich

farmers, but 1 inecline to think that

: Goldsmith
was right when he said :

“HI fares that land, to hastenirr

: g ills a prey
Where wealth accumuliates DE

and men decay.”
But I aw hopeful that the threatened

o : ills are
golug to be avoided, for many g

people are be-
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skilled men to take
their places. Their
work will have to
be taken by gradu-
ates of technical
schools, who will
demand higher
wages, and who
will be more skilled
in the theories of
production than in
practical -work.
Only the man who
knows just what it
means to do every
part of a job can
make the work go
through to the best
advantage. He
knows where it is
possible to s ave.
But perhaps my in-
formant was taking
too gloomy a view
of the comin g of
the College gradu-
ates. According to
the articles appear-
ing in the maga-
zines interested in
such subjects, the
technically trained
young men are in-
troducing methods
that are saving in
ways never dreamed
of by the practical
workmen. Anyway,
there is no need
worrying. The
world has a way of getting along in spite of our
fears and forebodings.

* % x »

The older people had a name for such days
as opencd the New Year. They called the fine,
summer-like days that come during the winter
{xxthS “Borrowed days,”” and were of the opin-
lon that. like borrowed dollars, they' must be
paid for at a gruelling price. Anyway, to-day
is one of those days, and I am glad of it and
willing to pay the price.
an acre of corn-stalks to get in, and to-day made
it possible to get them in. I am not nearly so
much ashamed of having those corn-stalks out as
I should be, for I can’'t drive in any direction
without passing whole fields that are still in the
shock and unhusked. The weather is to blame
for it all, and if we do get a decent day just
now to help us out, we should be able to get
It without paying for it in' an unusually cold
snap or a storm. I notice that the cows seem
to relish these corn-stalks wonderfully. They are
even willing to leave good hay to get at them,
U}Hllgh it kooks to me as if an occasional armful
of mice juicy fork-handles would be just about
as nourishing as the stalks I am feeding.

I wonder if we are going to get electricity
on the farms at a price where it will be possiblke
to use it. Apparently it could be made to do
away with a lot of the drudgery of farm life,
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