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places with the drive-house, putting the 
stable in the place occupied by the root cellar. 
In this case the wagon would have to be backed 
up into the root-house to be unloaded. Light 

be secured into the root house by making a 
partition of slats.

We join issue with Mr. Murray in his 
of handling the manure. This is by far the 
most important consideration in the 
ment of the stables, 
come when farmers will fini this out. His 
plan is a waste of time, labor and money. The 
handling of large quantities of manure in the 
busy seasons is an obstacle which farmers must 
overcome. According to our arrangement of 
the stables, the manure from all the houses, 
except the cattle stables, can easily be heaped 
together, where it can lie all winter to be fer­
mented.

Trade Prospects.cow is hard to say what direction the agricultura 
booms will take upon the coming revival; but 
as in the past, it is quite likely that we shall be 
compelled to waste considerable time, space and 
money in resounding the notes of warning. 
With one exception, all the booms which we 
raised our voice against have already collapsed, 
and there is still sufficient vitality left in ns to 
brace ourselves against all the coming dangers 
to our agricultural interests.

The press is now full of prophecy on the pro­
spects of a near revival in all departments of 
industry. We seldom indulge in such specula­
tion, knowing that people of the soundest 
judgment are frequently very far astray in their 

manner calculations.
With regard to our live stock prospects, Mr. 

G. F. Frankland, of Toronto, who is our best 
authority .in such matters, advises caution, but 
refuses to sink his reputation in prophecy. He 
informs us that our live-stock booming has 
been greatly overdone, other agricultural in­
terests having been too much neglected; that 
the poultry trade has increased so rapidly that 
it has caused a depression in other forms of 
meat; that the large quantities of refrigerator 
mutton glutting the English market have de- 
lapidated this commodity, dressed mutton 
casses now being sold in the English market 
for 6 to 8 cents per pound; that beef is a cent a 
pound live weight less than a year ago—hogs 
and geese about three cents less^that the wool 
markets are still worse, and that 
longer compete with Australia in the production 
of mutton and wool.
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arrange- 
The time must soon

The political and social complications and 
uncertainties in England, the United States 
and Canada, may retard high expectations in 
the immediate -future. Business people 
afraid to embark in speculative undertakings 
at present; they are waiting to see what will 
turn up. When something does turn up, the 
letting loose will go forward with only greater 
violence.

are

;

car-With regard to the cattle manure, we would 
dispense with liquid tanks, manure sheds, and 
straw bedding. We would not slope the gutter 
towards the outer end of the stable for the pur­
pose of giving drainage to the liquid 
We would use absorbent* under the cattle and 
in the gutter, and would have a trap-way in 
the gutter close to the outer end, under which 
a sleigh or wagon could be backed up and 
loaded, and the whole mixture, solid and liquid 
manure, litter and all, could be hauled to the 
field as fast as made, and spread directly 
the snow or frozen ground. This may seem 
somewhat radical, but, all things considered, it 
is the most economical plan. An objection has 
been raised that it costs so much time to haul 
the absorbents, but it must not be forgotten 
that a ton of dry muck has as much manorial 
value as a ton of the best stable manure, and, 
besides, most all the work can be done in 
winter. Another important consideration is 
this: our flax industry is developing very 
rapidly, and oil cake can be had at reasonable 
figures, which can be fed with straw at about 
one-half the cost of the hay and grain ration 
Bran can also be utilized in the same way, so 
that all the best straw should be saved for food 
instead of being wasted in litter, by which 

large quantity of solid and liquid 
manure is also wasted, there being a consider 
able amount of ammonia lost in the process of 
cleaning out the stables, fermenting and turn- 
mg the manure, etc. Our plan would pay from 
the standpoint of cleanliness alone. Ferment­
ing manure in or around a stable is very un­
healthy for the stock, and very injurious to the 
milk and dairy products.

How to Judge Fat Stock Shows.
Fat stock shows being an offshoot of our gen­

eral show system, and being supported by 
Government, it would be well to inquire into 
their principles and tendencies. Laudable ob- 
jects need nothing more than sound arguments 
for their support; other objects, familiarly 
known by the name of “boom,” are supported 
by a cry.

Nobody having attempted to advance any 
arguments in favor of the fat stock show, we 

... . „r cost of pro- are forced to examine into the cry. We do it
uctionm the West, as well as improving the “just to see what can be done,” cries one. “The 

qua ity, thereby creating a demand for Down block is the crucial test,” tells another If a 
rams; and importers who exhibited at the re- farmer built a glass house over a compost heap 
cent ChicagoFatStockShow inform us that they in order to raise wheat for exhibition purpoeesP 
have no reason to complain at the prices they his fellows would brand him as a lunatic and 
received from western breeders, Southdown yet, on the same principle, he would just be
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manure. we can no our

There being a growing demand for well-mar­
bled mutton and for medium wools, the Down 
breeds of sheep have at present an advantage 
over the long wools, which have a tendency to 
lay on too large a percentage of fat. 
pression in sheep and wool in the United States 
has forced breeders to lower the

upon The de­

means a

living in hopes of a speedy 
revival, forgetting that such an event would 
only be the beginning of another 
When e

are Let us also examine into the cry: “The block
“ the crucial test.” This means that the 
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This can all be 
abolished by our plan, as dry earth absorbs the 
bad odors, and the manure is not allowed to 
remain about the building to leave it in a tilthv 
condition. J
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