
N the last hours of the late session at Ot­
tawa the Dominion Government brought 

forward a measure to create a Board of Com­
merce—virtually a new high court—and an­
other bill respecting combines and prices, 
which the new court is to administer. In the 
prevailing feeling of the country respecting 
the high cost of living every movement aim­
ing at relief is welcomed. For this 
the Government and Parliament, with a 
haste that at any other time would have been 
called indecent, adopted these two important 
measures with much less consideration than 
is usually given to the least important pri­
vate bill. The bills were said to be the fruit 
of the partial investigation conducted by a 
committee of the House of Commons into 
the high cost of living. In reality the pro­
visions of the bills received small considera­
tion from the members of the committee. Ap­
parently the measures had been prepared 
long before by a Government official and 
submitted to the Government, which became 
alarmed at their wide-reaching provisions,
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XVJ E have pleasure in welcoming to our 
W editorial staff Mr. B. K. Sandwell, 

who will hereafter have a large part in the 
management of the Journal of Commerce. 
Mr. Sandwell is one of the foremost men in 
Canadian journalism, 
staff a long and valuable experience in his 
profession. Graduating in classics at To­
ronto University in 1897 he came into jour­
nalistic tyork in Montreal, serving for a 
period on the Montreal Herald, and later, 
from 1911 to 1919, as Associate Editor and 
Editor of the Financial Times. He has been 
for several years on the staff of McGill Uni­
versity as lecturer in various departments 
of that institution’s work—Journalism, His­
tory of Commerce, and Economics. Recent­
ly Mr. Sandwell became chief editor of 
and very promising literary publication, the 
Canadian Bookman, which he will continue 
to direct. Mr. Sandwell’s record thus af­
fords abundant evidence of his ability to 
der effective service to the readers of the 
Journal of Commerce.
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and declined to adopt them. In the excited 
situation caused by advancing prices and 
the disclosures of recent investigations, the 
Government brought out these rejected meas­
ures and rushed them through Parliament 
in the manner we have described.

So far as these measures are designed to 
grant relief from the burdens of which the 
people complain they will be viewed by the 
public sympathetically. Let us, however, not 
expect too much in this direction. That 
there may be cases in which the Board can 
put a check on what is called 1 ‘ profiteering, ’ ’ 
we are ready to believe.—On the other hand, 
the large powers given to the Board, if not 
administered with sound judgment, may 
ily cause much annoyance to legitimate busi­
ness, while giving no actual relief to the 
suming public. The duties of the new Board 
of Commerce call for as large a degree of 
wisdom as is required in the highest courts 
in the Dominion.
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The H. C. of L.
rT'1 HE question most discussed through- 
1 out the world to-day is how to find

a remedy for the high cost of living. In ev­
ery country the purchasing power of a dol­
lar, or its equivalent coin, has diminished to 
an alarming extent. Even before the war the 
prices of commodities had advanced in a dis­
turbing way. It was then that the late James 
J. Hill reminded the world that to 
siderable extent
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meant the cost of high living.” There was 
unquestionably much force in “Jim” Hill’s
remark. There had been before the 
material advance in the general standard of 
living. Among most classes of the people there 
was a pardonable desire to have a larger 
share than in former times of the necessaries 
and comforts of life. Things which in 
lier days had been regarded as luxuries, to 
be but rarely enjoyed, began to be regarded 
as ordinary comforts, if not, indeed, 
saries. War conditions brought to 
people rapid increase of income and with it a 
natural tendency to extravagance. The de­
sire to maintain the higher standard of liv­
ing remains. The means of gratifying it 
not so readily found. Even the high stand­
ard of wages, which for the present is ad­
hered to, fails to meet the increased cost of 
food, clothing and shelter.
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