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AN INGENIOUS AND INGENUOUS DOCUMENT

In conformity with the constitution of th'cl United
States which commands, as President McKinley re-
minded the people at the opening of his now ‘((lk
brated message, the giving to Congress by l.hc‘: Presi-
dent of information as to the State of the U nion and
the recommending of such measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient, a document has hcgn pre-
sented 10 ¢ ongress which may well be deseribed as
iwgenious and ingenuous. . '

The President’s message 1s of most ingenious con-
struction and possessed of some sulmli.(,\, anfl yet it
impresses the unbiased reader as a distinetly ingenu-
ous, or open, fair and candid statement ul: facts and
opimons from one who realizes his duty in a grave
crisis, and desires to avoid precipitating his country
mto war, unless ample justification for same can be
found by his immediate advisers.

In n-r'.'npnulatmg the reasons why interference with
Cuban affarrs mught be excusable, President Mec-
Kinley says :—

“Since the present revolution began in February,
1895, this country has seen the fertile domain at our
tireshold ravaged by fire and sword in the course of
a struggle uncqualled in the history of the island and
rarely paralleled as to the number of the combatants
and the bitterness of the contest by any rewve »I}lt_\nn of
modern times where a dependent people, striving to
be free, have heen opposed by the power of the sov-
ereign state.”

hut this eloquent outburst on behalf of liberty is
immediately followed by the ingenuous complaint that,
by reason of the disturbance created by these Cuban
patriots, the trade of the United States with an island
ol exceptional productiveness has suffered cruel di-
mimution.  But let the President tell his own ingeni-
ous tale ;

We have found oursclves constrained, . the per-
severance of that strict neutrality which our laws en-
Jjom.and which the laws of nations command, to police
our own waters, and watch our own seaports in pre-
vention of any unlawful act in aid of the Cubans, Our
trade has suffered, the capital invested by our citizens
m Cuba has heen largely lost, and the temper and
forbearance of our people have heen so severely tried
as 1o heget a perilous unrest among our own citizens,
which has inevitably found éxpression from time to
time, in the national legislature, so that issues wholly
external to our own hody politic engross attention
and stand in the way of that close devotion to domes-
tic advancement that becomes a self-contained com-
monwealth whose primal maxim has been the avoid-
ance of all foreign entanglements.

Of course, a keen critic of the course of events on
the coast of Cyha might claim that the attention given
by the United States to the law of nations does aot
call for any particular admiration from Spain, how-
ever willing we may be to admit that the people of

the self-contained commonwealth are ever readv to
resent the |

lacing of anv obstacle in the way of their
close devotion to domestic advancement.

With the particulars of the intervention of the
United States in Cuban affairs, all the world is more
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or less familiar; and President McKinley i den,
only refers to the different offers and deman| '
country, made at Madrid, for the purpose of reir, shing
the memories of Congressmen as to what 1| up to
the present grave crisis. The reasons advar, ed by
President McKinley for intervention ure exc.. lingly
well-presented, and they must extort our ady, ration
for his ingenuous admission that he has been unable
to prevent the filibustering which has assisted 1he re.
volutionary forces and caused so much of 1l conse-
quent irritation to Spain. But the grounds for | it
States intervention, as stated in the fourth clause pre.
sented by the President, are not tenable, and v (ues
tion the wisdom of the passage in which he ¢xpresse
commiseration for American citizens having Lusiness
in Cuba and exhibits a desire to protect their pro.
perty. “The sworn testimony of several merchans
(American citizens having close business connection
with Cuba) might show subscriptions from their ship

of his

to the so-called Cuban insurgent treasury for the pur.
pose of saving their property from destruction by the
followers of the San Domingan “General” Goner.
There are not even sound and sensible reasons {or in
tervention in the following extract from the [I'res
dent’s message :—

“The present condition of affairs of Cuba i< 1 con-
stant menace to our peace, and entails upon this (;oy-
croment an encrmous expense.  With such a conflict
waged for vears in an island so near us, and with
which our people have such trade and business rela.
tions, when the lives and liberty of our citizens are in
constant danger, and their property destroved and
themselves ruined, where our trading vessels arc liahle
to seizure, and are seized at our very door hv war-
ships of a foreign nation, the expedients of fililiiter
ing that we are powerless altogether to prevent. 1nd
the irritating question and entanglement thus arising,
all these and others that T need not mention, with the
resulting strained relations, are a constant menaoe to
our peace, and compel us to keep on a semi-war foot
ing with a nation with which we are at peace.”

Tt would seem to he almost a pity that such o do.
cument should contain anv reference to the 1e of
the battle-ship “Maine.” Despite the report of the
court of enquiry, the cause of the destruction «f the
“Maine” has not heen clearly established, and the most
feeble passage in the President’s message to (Con
gress is the statement that the “Maine” disaster from
whateva: cause shows that “the Spanish Govern-
ment cannot assure safety and security to a ves.(] of
the American navy in the harbour of Havana 1 a
mission of peace.”

Altogether, this long expected, ingenious an ! i
genuous document proves President McKinlev ¢
a wise and prudent leader for a people whose te:
and forbearance have been sorely tried, and wh
now blinded by passion and in a condition of
ous unrest,” hegotten of an unaccountable nati
disaster and the inflammatory appeals of a muc!
free press,

Presidemt McKinley and his immediate adv:-




