
THE DOMINION I RESBY1ERIAN U7

4 Type —Crown of gold. This typifies 
the supremacy of Christ. He is above 
and around aboiV Ilis Saints. He is 
crowned “ Lord of all."

As He is our righteousness, our cover* 
to, ing, so we are partakers of His glory. If 

our hearts are altars for (iod we shall be

For Dominion l*rr«.hxlcrian. absuiete. It is not a command. Much
The Gospel in Exodus. injury to faith has been done by speaking 

of prayer as an order on the faithfulness 
of God, an order which will assuredly he 
filled. In its very nature prayer implies 
that the request may he refused We are 
limited in our knowledge ; (iod is infinite, 
and therefore to his larger wisdom our 
petition may be folly. He knows all our 
wants, and his love requires that he give 
us what is best, rather than what we ask.

He is a hearer of prayer, but God does 
not surrender his sovereignty to an)one, 
not even to his redeemed. The prayer of 
faith is always heard in that it comes be
fore Him and Is considered, if we may so 
speak. A hlessmg in some form is given 
to faith, even though the prayer may not 
be granted. The person who prays is 
nearer to God, and receives his grace, but 
as he comes nearer he sees more clearly 
that the infinite love may often withold 
from us the desire of our hearts.

There are certain limitations to 
“ For things agreeable to his will, 
of them. The sphere of prayer is within 
the divine purpose. If we go beyond that 
we go beyond the promise. One may 
pray lor recovery from sickness, but if he 
should pray that he may ne. er die, he 
will pray in vain, for it is appointed unto 
men once to die.

iswt«l Incense: The Ty|x The Reality. 
By lien. XV. Arniitrong.

Bible Stud) Kxodus XXX.- t to
Shittim XX'ouil— a Ty|<*.

Verse i.—Shittim wood is a thomey crowned. Paul when reviewing his life 
tree somewhat larger than a ordinary c. mid say: “I have fought a good fight

etc. Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crow n Heb. 4 : 7-8.

Verse 4.—Two golden rings suspended 
from the crown to bear the staves of Shitt
im wood. This indicates the sustaining 
power of the grace of God.

Just as rings are continuous id end
less, so the grace of God will su» tin His

I hawthorn. It is the only tree that grows 
in the desert in dry sandy places. It is 
only found in the peninsular of Arabia and 
on the shores of the Dead Se t.I

Shittim Woo«l A Reality.
This tree may be said to typify man

kind in his natural and ungenerate state.
His dwelling place is a moral desert, the 
borderland of the Sea of Death. Of man's people not only intime but tiroughout 
moral degeneracy there can ho no pos- btermty.
sihlv doubt. The Scriptures refer lo it Thu* the altar of incense becomes a 
in the b. ickesl terms and experience con- *>'Pe l,r the substitutionary and redeeming 
firms the Bible statements. “They are worb ol Christ.
all gone out of the way, they arc"alto- Wise 6.—Notice the position of the 
gether become unprofitable, there is non. altar, i. before the tail of the testi- 
that doeth good, no notone." mony. i. Before the mercy seat that is

The shittim tree, however, has its uses, above the testimony. What mo e sail
li produces gum i.rihic. This shows that aWe Plav,L‘ for Cod's saints than to be bu- 
!iuman nature unsantilied is capable of fore Cod s mercy seat r1 
some service and may even he moral in 
its conduct.

“ This is the place where Jesus sheets, 
The oil uf gladness un our hinds ;
A place above all others swetl,—
It is the blood brought mercy seat.”

God proposes to make this n oral des
ert shrub useful in His own service. To 
sanctify it as an altar unto Himself. “Of 
shittim wood shall thou make it. "

Second— This altar was to he made 
symetrical in shape and exact in dimen
sions. Read verse 2.

The purpose of God in 
working out our redemption is another 
limit. We may pray to he protected 
from the evil, but to pray that we may 
never be tempted would be to pray for 
what lies out of God's method of grace, 
and for w hat was not accorded to Christ.

And sometimes we 
the answer. The cup did not pass from 
Christ, hut he was strengthened and 
though on the cross he seemed to he 
forsaken, his life was not left in death, 
neither was he permitted to see corruption 
Wemust often wait until the “afterwards"

Divine Communion—“There will I meet 
with thee."

Verses 7 and 8. The uses of this altar. 
For b.lining sweet incense. What is 
sweet incense ? read verse 22 to This<S-

Rough material for such holy, useful is figurative of the prayers of God s saints, 
and consecrated service, yet patience and Read Rev. viii.—3, 4, 5. Incense thus
care will produce the desired result. represents the prayers of saints. It is to be

Is not this God's purpose as it regards burned every morning. It is to he burned
fallen and sinful man? He must be cut every evening. It is to be perpetual be-
away from the roots of sin which draw fore the Lord—“ pray without ceasing.”
their vitality from the earth, and then by The prayers of God's saints are a more
the Hand Divine he fitted and prepared acceptable incense than the incense of oil.
for holy uses. ♦ Verse 9.—The abuse of this altar.

Type The horns shall he the same. *tra 'Ke 'ncense- The prayers of the 
The horns of the altar have their uses; wicked are an abomination unto the Lord. 
1.They are an ornament. 2.They are use
ful, preventing sacrifices from falling off K° unpunished. Note Aarons sons, Na-
the altar. 3. When used for living sac- bab and Abhia Lev. x : 1103.
ritices the victims are tied to them. Verse 10.—Aaron, the high priest,shall

The horns of an altar may typify make an atonement on the horns of the
Christ's human nature. 1. Made of a altar. Christ is this atonement. He is 
woman. Bone of our bone and flesh of our High Priests, combining in Himself
our flesh. 2. He is the horn of our sal va- both priest and sacrifice. Christ's atone-
tion. 3. He is a root out of a dry ground.
4.No beauty that we should desire Him. and needs not to he repeated. Our great 

He assumed our sinful nature that He High Priest had passed into the heavens
might be one with us and thus exault us having obtained eternal redemption for us
to be like Himself—meet for God's ser- and He is now our mediator and advocate, 
vice and Sons of the Highest.

3. Type- -This valuless wood was to be 
covered with pure gold to make it 
precious in the eyes of (iod and worthy of 
so high a service.

This covering of gold may be typical of prayer sustained by the experience of 
the Righteousness of Christ which is the Christians? The promises are very 
covering of God's Saints, their “ Rohe of 
Righteousness."

Gold cannot be consumed by fire, but 
how soon wood is destroyed.

Covered with this pure gold of Christ's 
righteousness the Saints of Shittim wood >'et lhcre are man-v aching hearts from

which the cry comes, “ Has God forgot
ten to be gracious ?” It is true that 
many petitions are offered which are not 
granted, and many good people are per
plexed thereat.

In thinking on this subject we should 
not forget the nature of prayer. It is 
petition, petition by the dependent and 
subordinate to one higher, whose will is

ist wait long for

And we should remember that we often 
ask and receive not because we ask amiss 
because we ask for that which is not 
er, or in a wrong spirit.

ma) enlarge the petition, “Give us 
this day our daily bread,” into “Give us 
great riches,” and he who loves us 
may refuse to grant the desires of 
hearts.

And still further, we should remember 
that in the mystery of grace that from 
which we would be exemp is often God's 

of greater grace. Paul prayed in 
vain for the removal of his buffeting, be
cause God knew that the distress 
necessary to development of the higher 
life within him.

It is for us to offer our petitions in the 
true spirit of prayer, always with the 
limitation, “ N *» my w ill, but thine he 
done.” So luing, so accepting God's 
will, so waiting for his grace, we will 
find that our unanswered prayers 
placed by blessings better than we have 
asked, and, equally with his gracious 
answers, the w itholding of what we ask 
is in the fullness of his love.—The United 
Presbyterian.

Those who offer strange incense will not prop- 
in our minds

ment more effecatious than that of Aaron

means

I Unanswered Prayers.

Are the promises of Christ in regard toI
broad : “ Ask what
be done unto you. 
receive." “ Whatsoever ye shall ask in

will and it shall 
Ask and ye shall

my name, that will 1 do. If ye shall ask 
anything in my name, I will do it." And

may with calmness survey the destruc
tion of all earthly things. >■

“ Jesus Thy Mood and righteousness, 
My leeauty are my glorious dress ; 
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed 
With joy shall I lift up my head.
Bold shall I stand in that great day, 
For who ought to my charge shall lay 
Fully absol /td through these 1 am, 
From guilt and fear, from sin and

There is no uncertainty in the invita
tions of Christ. He says, “Come unto 
me." And his promise is, “Whosoever 
cometh unto me 1 will innowisecastout.” 
Rest on that word and come to Him 
without delay.


