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the modern justification of wilful ag­
gression of powerful nations upon the 
weak, mid the new apologies for the 
practise of enslaving men.

Darwinism also has exerted an un­
christian influence through the exces 
five stress it lays upon environment and 
heredity as the originative and conserv­
ing forces of evolution. It has set up 
these two as the idols of our time, 
minimising and even displacing the di­
vine presence and activity in the world 
of humanity to make room for them. 
We are taught that the inheritance of an 
evil di*|K>aition is practically a fate; and 
that it ia only in favorable circumstancea 
that a man is capable of living a good 
life. Thie infeats much of the litera­
ture of modern charity, as in such books 
as "Tlie Jukes.*’ H has led some to 
quote as part of Scripture the saying, 
"The fathers have 'en sour grapes, and 
the children's teeth ire set on edge," 
although Inith Jeremiah and Ezekiel d« 
non nee the saying as blasphemy. The 
greatest fact in heredity is our descent 
from <lod, and the greatest fact in en­
vironment is hie presence in human life 
at every point.

There is, however, no inconsistency in 
a Christian being au evolutionist. As 
a theiet, lie lieliexes that the material 
universe, with its wonderful variety and 
complexity, its line adjustments of 
means to ends, and its abundance of 
use and beauty, is the outcome and ex­
pression of (tod's wisdom, love, and 
I>ower. The two great series of organic 
life, from the lichen up to the oak, and 
from the polyp up to man, are parts of 
a continuous order created by Clod. Th 
reatdi their consummation in the Incar 
nation of the Hon of God, and in the 
manifestation of those sous of God, 
whose appearance redeems the Creation 
from vanity, and gives it meaning and 
glorious purpose.

There is nothing in thie faith incon­
sistent with the supposition that creation 
was a mediate process, and that each 
higher form of life was produced out of 
that whiclf at *>d next below 
much, indeed, is suggested in the Mosaic 
statement that God caused the waters 
and the earth to "bring forth" the liv­
ing creatures which were to inhabit each; 
that he made Adam out of “the dual of 
the ground;" and that he made 
out of man’s rib. That there were no 
intermediate steps lietween the dust and 
mau is not necessarily involved in the 
narrative in Genesis. The Bible some 
times omits intermediate links, as when 
Matthew, in giving us our Lord’s de 
scent from Abraham, skips several inter­
mediate generations which are specified 
in the Old Testament.

The Christian cannot accept any theory 
of evolution which regards man as mere 
ly a piece of nature, with an intelligence 
and affections which are hut highly-de­
veloped forms of animal instinct, and 
with no element in his constitution which 
cannot he traced to the operation of na 
♦ ural law. Man has intimate relations 
with nature, and a place in nature, 
which it is for science to discuss and 
define. But he has also a place above 
nature, since God imparted to him a 
breath of life from himself, and made 
him in his own image. A proof of this 
supernatural dignity is found in man's 
sense of right and wrong. As Professor 
Huxley said, in his Romanes Lecture, 
nature knows nothing of right and 
wrong. It is utterly indifferent to this 
distinction. We must look elsewhere 
for its source and its sanction. Man's 
recognition of it, and of hie responsi­
bility for doing right, implies thst he is 
a supernatural being. Nature is a sys­
tem of laws working with unvarying re­
gularity and uniformity. Man’s free­
dom to do or omit doing proves his ex­
istence above nature.

No one is under any necessity to be­
lieve in evolution. It is an hypothesis 
which seems to fit into the facts of na-

lu \ and to arrange them in an order 
worthy of the Creator. It is not a truth 
of demonstrated validity. It never can 
l»e ranked as that until a new species, 
infertile to other species, has been evolv­
ed within the range of human observa­
tion. Then the evolution of higher 
"l-ecies out of lower will be proved. 
Thus far no such evolut'on has taken 
place, and all existing species have been 
iu existence as long aa man has been 
observing and recording the facta about 
them.—President Robert Ellis Thomp 
son, 8.T.D., in Sunday School Times.

break so many other laws of God and 
man through greed, still enforce pruhi 
bitiou becau.se they know that u the 
negruqs got more rum they will bring 
iu lean rubber -a commercial argument 
for prohibition of world wide applica­
tion. In 1899, these nations luul at­
tempted vainly to extend this restraint 
of savage drinking by what they called 
a "prohibitory tax," thinking negroes 
would stop drinking *!f the Ux were 
high enough, and no the price was rais­
ed to a pointstiiey could not "afford" to 
pay. But they found u-egross would 
have drink if it were .sold among them, 
even if they must skimp tinmwelves 
and starve their families sud rob their 
neighbors to get it. And so they met 
•gain in 1906 to raise the tax still high 
er, which was done, and which will 
again tie futile, save as it drives the 
nations back to the only efficient plan 
of establishing, as iu the Congo, "pro 
liibitory zones" wherever the major part 
of tlie population is uncivilized. To 
tlie Brussels Conference of 190ti l’re-i 
«lent Roosevelt, on request of the In 
ternational Reform Bureau, * 
cablegram urging tlie prohibitory 
tiial we have followed for seventy >e.ir- 
witii our Indians, and which the South 
is rapidly applying for upgroe# by its 
local option laws, as a policy to lie uni 
tcdly adopted by all uivilized hâtions 
for all uncivilized races. The 1‘iwi 
«lent also assured tlie Reform Bureau 
he would *ul>mit to tile British Govern 
ment a proposal to unite with us in 
submitting a treaty to that effect to 
other powers. Greet meetings in Kng 
lend, Scotland, Ireland ami Canada, 
have petitt<med the British Government 
to give a favorable answer to 1‘reshlent 
Roosevelt’s proposal, and other luee-t 
tags are to be held in the Asiatic rol 
oniee of the Empire. By suah meetings 
end a liberal use of literature it. is 
hoped that tlie British Government, will 
lie induce«i to join the United Htates in 
submitting a prohibitory treaty p 
ing that all the great powers will by 
separate laws for their own dominions, 
and by united action in unattached is 
lands and districts, prohibit the sale of 
all intoxicating drinks and drug# to 
the aboriginal races. Meantime contin­
ental nations will need a y at stronger 
oaiii|NUgn of education, including mis­
sionary societies ami chambers of com 
mens», to |m»pare them to accept such 
a treaty when influentially submitted 
by Great Britain and Amerkva.

For example, eome one should show 
manufacturers and merchants of 

Holland, whose queen is said to be the 
only abstaining monarch among so 
«tailed Christian rulers, that It is not 
only morally wi«-ked, but commercially 
foolish to allow the vender» of "Holland 
gin" to «lisgrace .i noble country and 
kill the legitimate trade in Africa, *»y 
selling tii savages a «lrlng that first kills 
the buying power end then the buyers 
themselves. The business men need 
a like lesson in Germany, in France, 
and most of all in Portugal.

SOME RECENT MORAL VICTORIES.
Tlve following article from the pen 

of Rev. Wilbur F. Craft», reproduced 
from the April "Record of Christian 
Work," will lie found timely ajid inter

When newsiiaper columns were till* 
ed, last Eastertide, with costly cable 
grams about the wed«ting of a princess 
who ha«l abjured her Protestant faith 
to get tile title of CJiieen," the great 
e*t foreign event of tlie year—the great 
eat event of a century anywiiere in tlie 
scope of dte influences was passed by 
without a record in the daily press. I 
refer to tlie vote in the British Pariia 
meut ou May 30, 1906, that "the In«lo 
Chinese opium trade k morally indefen 
sible, and tlie Government is instructed

' policy

to bring it to a speedy close." He 
sponding to this vote on behalf «if the 
British Government, Mr. John Morley 
M»id that if China really «haired tit lie 
rid of the opium curse, tlie British Go 
\ eminent would interjMMe no obstacle, 
though it would involve a financial sa 
crifioe. That sacrifice is fifteen million 
of dollars of annual revenue for the 
India Government, secured by forcing 
the opium traffic on China by what 
Gladstone called "the wickedest wars in 
history."
si ux .Wdaetaoin shrdlu cmf

Like echoes in an Alpine g 
the swift responses of China to Mr. 
Morley’s emancipation proclamation. 
Chinese people paraded the streets with 
torchlight processions of rejoi.-ing. Iu 
September, China's Emprunt Dowager, 
Tsi Ann, <lecree«l that all vicious uses 
of opium iu China must fully cea«e in 
ten years, end appoiuLetl earnest re 
formers to make t 
Octolier tlwir soh 
and proved to lie much leas of a "gra 
dual emamipation" than the lint edict 
had suggested. Those who souhi tie 
medically adjudged to be opium sots 
were altowed to taper off twenty jwr 
cent, a year, under government surveil­
lance, hut those not so deeply enslaved 
wens ordered to quit, if minor offUwrs, 

month», df higher, iu six 
months, or lose their poakions. Opilim 
dens were ordered to cloee within six 
months. And no one was allowed to 
liegin tlie vice. There is no 
«lotilit aliout the desperate earn 
est ness and einoerity of this 
e<Uet, phonipted by Japan’s recent 
victories over Cliina and Russia, which 
the Chinese attribute to their pruhibi 
tion of opium except for medical pre 
eoii plions.

This assured deliverance of China from 
opium means tlie emancipation of 40, 
000,000 opium sots- 125.000,000, if we in 
chute their unhappy families—and it 
means ultimately the emancipation of 
India also, whose three great religions, 
Hindu, Buddhist and Mohammedan, 
alike condemn all drugs and drinks that 
intoxicate.
of India, in whioh all religions are 
united, will now insist that India shall 
be rid of the white man's 
as opium.

Thie recall» another great event of 
"tlie year of our Lord, 1906," which 
waa also alighted by the press, tlie 
Third Brussels Conference of Nations 
on Liquors In Africa. In 1890, by such 
a conference, seventeen nations had en­
acted international prohibition for the 
Congo Free State, where even thoee who
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While the treaty is preparing, let 
the Christian citizens in each Christian 
land remember that they now have the 
ability, and <o the responsibility, to 
protect the child races under their own 
flag. For example, Great Britain, which 
prohibits the sale of Intoxicants to na 
tlve roues In islands wholly under 
British control, and in South Afrioa, 
pleads that in West Africa the British 
must do as their Portuguese and Ger 
man and French neighbors do. There 
the British officer» even nse the Govern 
ment railroad to cheapen tlve transpor 
tation of rum to interior tribe# hither­
to almost untouched by the curse of 
civilisation. The weak excuses of these 
colonial officers should be rebuked and 
overruled by the British people and 
their Government. So let every nation 
hasten to protect its own native races.

The temperance societies

ruin as well

Let us endeavor to tlie l*»t hour. It 
U the end tliet determines everything. 
—Joseph Parker.
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