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Iiams, whose memory goes back to the fiftics, when he
wecnt to sehool. from. a shack on Yates Street opposite
the site of the present King Edvard Hotel, belioves
Colville Island may also have been used for this pur-
pose as ivell, but distinctly remembers the trees and
scrub on Deadman's Island and the lire on it described
in thic foflowing account, which is kindly furnishied by
Mr. Fia-icett. Mr. Fawvcett writcs:

"Like the Egyptians of old, the Indians of this
country had professional. mourners, that is, they acted
as they did in Bible days. The mourners, usually
friends or members of the saine tribe, assernblcd as soon
as the death wvas announced, and either inside or out-
side the house they (mostly wonien, and old women at
that> kept Up a nionotonous hoîvi for hours, others
taking their places when they got tircd. In the early
sixties an exceution of four young Indians took place
on Bastion Square for a inurder committed on the
West Coast. Ail day and night before the execution
took place the women of the tribe squatted on the
ground in front of the jail, keepiuçg up f.ie nionotonous
howl or chant, CvCfl up to t' ,. turne the hangman coin-
pleted his task,. After hanging the prescribed turne, the
niurderers were eut down and hauded to thecir friends,
wvho took thein away in their canoes for burial. Itn the
earliest days, I don't think they used the regalar coffin;
the common practice -wvas to use boxes, and espPPeia11ly
trunks. 0f course for a mnan or wornan a trunk would
be a problein to an undertaker, but the Inaian solved
the problein easily, as they doubled the body up and
made it fit the trunk. For larger bodies a, box 'was
masde of plank, but I do not remember seeing one made
the regulation length of six feet, even for an aduit, as
they always doubled the kuncs under. A popular


