
paynipiit nnf pxci'cdlnK anotli.-r $10, bi> subject to a 10 <(.niH <iu-
iltution. <'((.. until ilu- iiiaxiiiiuiii be n-uched. IhT- .Kain, a joint com-
mission could arraiiRe details.

TIh' (lucstion as to wIiciIht the rcpayint'nt tliat the Provincial
CJovernnicnl would make to the city would be sufficient for the city's
needs, could i">t be answere<l here It would depend upon bow much
the Oovernmei., would let Ko. bow much of an increase in collections
Ibe new method would secure, and the extent of the city's reiiuire-
nienis.

Should it unfortunately transpire that such n-paymenl be insuf-
Hcient. then recourse would have to be made to a Civic Service tux
or Civic levy. This could be struck at as low a rate as possible, could
be added to the incotiie tax, and be colle<'ted with if.

If a Kieaier sum be deducted from a citizen in the twelve months
of any ye^ir, than he sliould have paid in that vear, refund should be
obtainable.

Xo en(|uiry reganlinK taxation would be complete without a refer-
ence to the injury caused to the community by the Imposition of ad-
ditional taxes, to pay for the cost of unorRanized, useless, extravagant
expenditure.

In cont lusioii, tins opportunity should be taken to represent to
the Prcvincial Gcvernment our dislike to the present unfair {'eisonal
Property Tax.

e

.Mr. Hritiain:

Dear Sir. KnlarRiiiK on what I said at the Conveniion on Thurs-
day, I might say that the sorest|)ressed peaple in Vancouver are those
who have the misfortune to own property; men, yes and women too,
struKKliiiK to pay taxes, and trying to keep the home together, when'
face to face with difficulties that ihreacen them with ruin and disaster
About November. I!tl7, a deputation waited on the P'inance Committee,
l)leading for an e(|ualization of assessment. Another member of the
delegation said that he had a well improved property on Union Street
rented at eight dollars per month, and that it took seventeen months'
rent to pay the taxes for a year. Tlie same gentleman said he had
another prcjierty in a different district, where one months' rent i»aid
the taxes tor a j^iven year; and I have been told of a property where
one month's rent pays the taxes for two years. The Hoard of Trade
in the latter part of 1!»17 proposed to have a special or special assessors
ai)p:)inted to give all ratepayers a fair assessment, and that ten gentle-men (without remuneration) from as many districts give evidence
with a view of giving to every pait of the city a fair assessment.
Somehow this proposition was abandoned, and Alderman Kirk at the
last Council meeting in Januaiy. 1918, proposed to have two special
assessors, but ' red tape ' turned the proposition down. At the same
meeting. Alderman Hoskin told of a i)roperty that he owned on Main
Street taxed to the tune of $600.00 a year. The rent from the building
on the property was $;io.t»u per month

One would think that there would be some system of grouiiing
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