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CONt^lPEKATIONS IN FAYOR OF A DOMINION /7

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. ^

V.\ THK Sf.CRKTARV of llIK DoMlMC.N [UiAliU OP TuAOK.

Th- noccRsities .,f nations havo givn nsf to -lultipli.d and imtoMHinti divi.ioiiH of

departmental .l.tnil in .nrryin^ on Gov.rnn... ami m,ul> conlct l>o saul about the

Jnortancc of th.. funetioTis of Minist.vs fomiing CuMn. ts ,n co<,.,tr..s ^v^uch enjoy

Te/pon.ible povernmont. But aft.r all tl,at might W a<ldm,d n.uaniinK tLo h. v.ral

offiL .hero is prolahlv none that eould now have au int. nst or inthu m.- MupassmK

Zt of a Departm. nt a« yet only speeitically r. ...gnis..!, it is bel. v, .1, .n V >an... an.l

Gernuvny,— vi/,., a D.pnrtment of ('..mm- rc'.

It seems < vid, t.t that ,.arti. nlnr attenti.m must !.. giv. n in futur.^ hy CoverunanlH

to tl..ir int. rnal tra.l.. and .omm-nv, ami to fa- ili.ating tie ir .
xpansion

;
and tlu' most

casual ol server ennnot hut realise that the hondn whi.h are to hold .latu-ns tetr.th.r
,.j

friendly allian..-, will, h.v..aft.T, . onsist of those v.hiel. are th.- ont.r.n... ..f ...mnunnil

arranJments or tr.ati.s.-rather than those of n.. re politi.al ailinit.es or .on, pa. ts;

and >^hen that .onsnmmation is attain, d. the prestige <.f the War D.partm.nt, as wl

as of s„,ne others, will have 1. . n ., !i,.s. .1 l,v the n.partuu nt of c;..n,m, r.v, i-n s,d..l

oyer hy a Cabinet Minist.M'. It will further W . vid.nt, that in any .nt.rnafonal tr.^ y

or convention which may he ratif.e.i, the country whose statesm.n ar.. most .nUmately

acquainted with the minntia. of its Industrie, and -on.mere.s wdl < . nv.. th-.- most

Jfitantial advantages. Of eourse, it is not m. ant to h.' impl...! tha then- ,8 no

provision ma.le under existing arrnng.m.nts, in thin or oth.T eountn.'B where th> re .»

no sp.<ial Departm.nt of Comnur..., for consideration hy Oovernnu.nt. of eomm..r..al

and trade matters,- hut C.mmeree, ,,.. *e, is only tr-ate.i .asnally.and not w.th that

defe.ence whi.h is due to its immense and growing importance. The expe.ien. e of in-

Testigators, both in the Tlnit.^d Stat.s and Canada, is that official re.onls un.i statistics

relating to commerce are lamentably d..f,.tive ;->shile .,f Creat Britain it has been

Kiid •-" There has not h.en an hour, day or niglit, in the past thirty-five years, wli. n her

" Government has .rased to b.- at w.,rk i<LV, stigating, debating, r.porting, exp. nnientmg,

.. Wi8latinp,-adiudi..ating,nn.U. lying. h-singl.. problem : Tl.nv shall Kngland secure to

.' her internal .omnurce th.- low.st rat. of .harg.' for transportation which is consistent

» with the just claims of the .apital .mbaiked in h.r .bann.ls of ..mim-rc.' ?"

The Qiii'slihii ill (hint Bnhi'ni.

Misaimreb.nHion has prevailed, and still .xist.s, n-garding the fniutions and duties

of the Board of Trade „f C.r.at Britain, As a i;.>v.rnni< n

hcen commonly sujiposed to be ^p.tii

fal ileiartment, that B< aid has

and.
lly charged with the duty of wiitehing over

when neetifnl, protecting the manifold iiit.rests of comm.rce a

Ifttions to oth. r brandies of th.' public service, and to foreign .

nd industry, in their rc-

.inntri. s. The President


