
My Farm oi. LiNnr.NnANK.

"MNRENnANK."
Tho following ri'tiooiiH (hcided my clioico :

1. Till. pliicK is II bHiik, or HtricH of bnulu, a
bt'iiutiful br«>.,k moHiifliriuK thronKh it, uiid
thu river Sped nkir mg tho rear. 2. Tliu
Jiuilcn iM a iirediimiii iiiuff tree on the pliioi-.

ThtTo arc nomo lnvi I v elumjjH on tho front
fomiing (juito a. feali, Morcov. r, thJM in
next to tlio niaplp, p.i impn thu liuest of tho
native Hhado-trttH. It ih u fuvjrite of niiuo.
Fiuiilly, it hHH tho morit of iiso, an well hh
bounty. It l)I(.(«.Honi« are, nnxt to the whitt^
clover, tho hint honey bloNNoniH we liavo. ,'5.

A thiid reaHon htis u dawh of Montimcnt in it,

perhapM. The well-known line of pnotry,
" Oil Lliiiloii, wbiii tlip Hun w.n low,"

BaggenlH the porioil at which my propiintorfhip
oommeuofd, tho mm ot lifo beiuff on tho den-
cent in tho wtBteru heaven*. 1 reoonmieud
my brother farmerM to name their plnije», and
to do HO on some priueiplo that udniitH of beiu^^
explained and jurttiftod. Then tlie name will
wear and oontiuuo to be satiifuotory.
When B,n aKrioultiiral editor betaken himself

to prai;tii!al funning, he beconjett a " Bhiuiug
mark " for the nhaltH of critioism. It is one
thing to farm on paper, and quite another
thing to farm on the laud itself. He u pretty
8ure to be well watohed to see if his preachiug
and prautice harmoui/e.

Fully aware of thiN, I was not surprised
when a Scotch farmer, driving by hh I wan
surveying the front of my doiutia with an eye
to fence improvement, pulled up hi» horses,
and entered into the following colloquy

:

'• You've bote oot this place, I hear P" '-Yes."
" Gaa to farm it yersel' Y" "Yes." "Ye're aue
o' ther scienteeflo men ;" rath a sort of sneer;
" ye eedii.id the Caiiadia', Farmer lang syne C"
"Yes." " Weel, we'll see what ye mak o't
evidently with tho idea that 1 should not make
much of it. In like manner, a thorough farmer
of the old English school stopped and en-
quired, " Will this be a model or an experi-
mental farm, now you've got it?" "It will
certainly be an experimental farm," I replied,
" and I shall try hard to make it a model one.'
" I give yon two yeais to be sick of it," ex-
claimed a third, who belnngs to the class of
"ne'er-do-well," slipshod farmers, who are
always complaining of their business.
My farm having been rented for a number

of years, was ana is yet, in a somewhat im-
poverished conditi.m. It was not reduced so
low as many in like circumstances; owing to
tho vigilance of the landlord, who bound his
tenants to sell no straw off the place, and to
grow each year ten acres of roots. He reserved
a room in the house,and having leisure, owing
to his retirement from practical farming, de-
voted considerable time to the oversight of
the place, in order to secure fulfilment of the
conditions of the lease. Nevertheless, it was in
Buoh a state as to force an earnest considera-
tion of the question,

HOW TO BNEICH POOB LAND.

The most effectual way of doing this, no

doubt, is to put plenty of manure into It. Rut
this is very much like repUinir to theipie^tion,
"how to enrich a poor Hian," by saving " )<ivo
him plenty of money." Where the miiiinre in
to <!(aiit) from in the one case, and the eaMJi iu
the other, is the very '"..cfi of tho ditHiiilty.
If there WHM a m' .ntain of miiuiiro cImh*- to
every poor farm, ho that you could haul it ou
at the rate of fifty loads to the tvro, as niiirket
gardenirs do on small plots of ground, tho
case would hw greatly siiiip'ifiri). Hut there are
few lOO-aeri) .arms that yield more than aloud
of manure to tho acre annually. The farmer » ho
can dress a tcu-ucre field every year with ten
h>ads of manure to the acre "iti'doinir pretty
well, acfMiriling t(j the current idea."!. It will
take snme stock and no little care to do this
year in and year out. No doubt with extreme
economy of all fertilizing materi'il, more 'han
this miKht bo done on every hundred-acre
t'srm. But wo have no fiieilities for ninking-
and savinir manure to advantage. Probably
Hfty per f^ent. of it goes to waste in one way
or another. This great leakage ought to be
stopped. Everything that tau be converted
into plant food should bo scraped up and
hoarded with rigorous care. But supposing-
this tob'e dojie, it will only go a shn t way
toward enric^hing a poor farm. A system of
tillage mu-t bo pursued that will have an up-
ward and improving tendenijy.
The first point to Ihj aimed at into get a largo

area of land into grass and clover. Less
grain must be raised atd moiv grass. If laud
will grow clover there is a dinct road to en-
richment, for clover will both yield a crop and
furnish manure. The aftermath of clover
plowed under the second year is equal in
manurial value to ten loads of mHnuio i)er
acre. This great agr;cultural fact has been
demonstrated by chemistry, and ought to bo
proclaimed on every hill-toj-, and throughout
every valley of the land. Grass land pastured
by stock, and especially by sheep, is in a way
of growing better. Afarmcannoh but improve
with ten acres manured and ten acres of pas-
ture, or clover aftermath turned under every
year. Next to more grass-farming I should
be inclined to rank more sheep-farming. It
is proverbial that the foot of sheep b-ings
wealth. The fleece, the carcase, and the
droppings are three sources of profit to the
farmer from sheep-keeping. Root growing is
another mode of enriching po.)r land. Car-
rots, mangels and turniiw are valuable winter
food for stock, enabling the farmer to keep
more animals, and to make more and bettor
manure. To stop waste is another important
matter. I have referred to manurial waste,
but this is only one of many directions in
which economy is needed. Weed extermina-
tion is a most important remedial mea-
sure. How much fertility is annually
thrown away in the maintenance of
weeds! What^ will support a weed will sup-

j

port a iiscful plant. There is aioo gieui, wtist©
in the fence corners. It they are iu grar-s how

I

seldom is the trouble taken to mow and saw

I \


