JOHN McLOUGHLIN

“Thus encompassed and overcome and crucified by robbery,
mendacity, and ingratitude, Dr. McLoughlin died at Oregon
City, September 3, 1857, a broken-hearted man. He was
buried in the churchyard of the Catholic Church in Oregon
City, where his body now lies. The stone which marks his
grave bears the simple inscription :

Dr. John Mcl.oughlin
Died
Sept. 3, 1857.
Aged
73 Years
The Pioneer and Friend of Oregon.
Also the Founder of this City.”

For five years the clouds of calumny hung over his humble
grave. In October, 1862, the vindication came. The Donation
Law, which had impoverished him and incidentally impeded
the growth of Oregon City, was revoked and McLoughlin's
heirs came into their rights, or at least into part of them. It
was an official recognition of the wrong that was done to the
Father of Oregon and a denunciation of the conspiracy that
had wrought his ruin. Thirty years afterward, his portrait
was placed over the Speaker’s desk in the Senate with the
title under it “Founder of Oregon.” Numberless eulogies of
him were pronounced by the most distinguished men of the
Commonwealth and the histories of Oregon teem with his
praise. One of these tributes may be partially quoted to give
an idea of the esteem in which he is held. It is from Hubert
Bancroft, the historian of the Western Coast :

“I shall speak but little here of his personal qualities. The
man is known by his works. Suffice it to say, that he was of
an altogether different order of humanity from any who had
hitherto appeared upon these shores. Once seen, he was never
forgotten. Before or after him, his like was unknown ; for he
was far above the mercenary fur-trader or the coarse, illiterate
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