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their grievances, they adjusted themselves, more
or less successfully, to the new economic and social

order, and by acting in harmony with it found that

progress was not so impossible as they had sup-

posed. White planters found that the net returns

from their farms on which they themselves had
labored were greater than when a larger force of ne-

groes had been employed; shrewd men began to put
their scanty savings together to take advantage of

convenient water power. Securing the bare neces-

sities of life was no longer a difficult problem for

every one. Men began to find pleasure in activity

rather than in mere passivity or obstruction.

Somehow, somewhere, sometime, a new hope-
fulness was born and this new spirit— evidence of

new life— became embodied in "the New South."
The expression is said to have been used first by
General Adam Badeau when stationed in South
Carolina, but the New South of which he spoke was
not the New South as it is understood today. Many
others have used the term looselj to signify any
change in eooromic or social conditions which they
had discovered. The first man to use the expres-
sion in a way which sent it vibrating through the
whole nation was Henry W. Grady, the gifted edi-

tor of the Atlanta Constitution. In a speech made


