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inkling. Kefore tlietn, tor the dealing, was

a problem of the sort vvhose solution had

earned for (ialen Albret a reputation in the

north country. They glanced at one an-

other to obtain the sympathy of attention,

then back toward their chief in anxious

expectation of his next words. The
stranger, however, remained unmoved. A
i 'int smile had sketched the out^'ne of his

lips when first the Factor began to speak.

This smile he maintained to the end. As
the older man paused, he shrugged his

shoulders.

''AH of that is quite true," he admitted.

Even the unimagitiative men of the Silent

Places started at these simple words, and

vouchsafed to their speaker a more sympa-

thetic attention. For the tones in which

they were delivered possessed that deep,

rich throat timbre which so often means
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