at, althy
f appn

S. R. D. Bandaranazke addresses the Thr,rty-Fzrst General Assembly of the United
ons in her dual capacity as Prime Minister and Minister of Defence and Foreign

rs of Sri Lanka and as leader of the non-aligned movement. She described the
lzgned movement as “a creative alternative to mutual suspicion, recrimination

ate.

exegesis, and might be summarized

‘While progress towards East-West
tente was welcome, it could not amount
mere shifting of confrontation from
rea to another”, Peace is indivisible;
te will remain precarious if it does
ake into consideration the interests
her countries.
Henceforth, the relevant dlfferences
ie world would be increasingly eco-
c, rather than ideological or political;
?Would be between the rich and the
; the industrialized and the develop-
the North and the South.

in 1974¢

dvance

d[tn

tical purposes, been quujdated; how-
eo-colonialism, in the form of “polit-

ical subjection and economic domination”,
was as aggressive as ever.

— “Zionism” was to be associated with
colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperial-
ism. Non-aligned countries should sever,
suspend or freeze “all relations with (Por-
tugal), South Africa, Rhodesia and Israel”
and denounce these regimes in “all inter-
national political, economie, cultural and
social forums”. From 1975, Zionism has
been linked by the non-aligned with rac-
ism, and Israel has increasingly come un-
der attack for its putative military and
other close relations with the Republic of
South Africa.

— More specifically, non-aligned coun-
tries should lend every assistance to the
African liberation movements; the PLO
was the “sole legitimate representative of
the Palestinian people and of their just
struggle”; member countries should take
steps to boycott Israel and South Africa
in all ways, including methods outlined in
Chapter VII of the Charter.

The outcome of the Algiers conference
proved to be of greater significance to the
United Nations than had at first been
generally expected. The conference had
identified a set of beliefs, aspirations and
interests designed to distinguish non-align-
ment anew from both the West and the

Unexpected
significance

of Algiers
conference

to United Nations




