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explaining; while it is fair to assume that they are trailing a red herring, it
would be rash to exclude the possibility of the trail being a genuine one
Reassuring utterances have again been addressed to Russia lest a bad impression
should ‘be created in Moscow by the J apanese threats of launching a new
campaign.

In China the Taihangshan operations are said to be dying down; the
Japanese now talk of ‘¢ mopping up,”” which, as the Chinese say, is generally a
sign that their advance has played itself out, though they admit that the Japanese
troops have retained their earlier gains in this area. Meanwhile, a fresh attack
has developed on the shores of the Tun Ting Lake, south of the Middle Yangtze,
and Changsha has again been bombed. The Japanese claim to have destroyed
in a surprise raid on the airfield at Kunming, half of the American aircraft in
China must be read in conjunction with other ropaganda broadcasts extolling
the Japanese air force, with whom the recent escription of their Zero planes
as *‘ museum pieces ’’ has evidently rankled. In fact, the Kunming attack caused
only slight material damage, and the American air force gave proof immediately
afterwards of its unimpaired vitality by executing a raid on tﬂe Japanese bases
on Hainan Island. The visit of its commander, General Chennault, together with
General Stilwell, to Washington has given rise in the Chungking press to renewed
hopes of increases of war supplies and of a revision of Allied strategy to the
benefit of the war in the Far East.

The Philippines have been visited by the Japanese Prime Minister and the
Minister for Greater East Asia. Though the reason for their being thus honoured
above the other occupied territories must be a matter of con jecture, there are signs
that the Japanese authorities are by no means satisfied with the behaviour of the
Filipinos since they came under Japanese rule and that T 0jo’s object in going to
Manila was to warn them that they have to amend their ways. The contrast in
the prospects of independence held out to the Burmese and the Filipinos, which
became evident three months ago (see Summary No. 174), was accentuated on the
present occasion. While in Burma a Preparatory Independence Committee has

Just been set up composed of ten Cabinet members and twelve ** leading personages
from all classes in Burma,”’ Tojo, speaking at Manila, only promised independence
for the islands ‘‘as soon as possible,”” and his henchman, the ilitary
Administrator, explained the implication of this term by stating the pre-
requisites : first, that ‘“ banditry *> must cease: secondly, that the reorganisation
of the islands’ economy must be carried through, and,-thirdly, that the F ilipinos
must ** return to the oriental spirit,” i.e., accept J apanisation. Vargas, President

Quezon’s ex-secretary, whom the Japanese have made nominal head of the
Erowsmnal Filipinos Administration, echoed these implicit warnings by telling
is fellow-countrymen that they would have to win their independence by seein
that peace and order are restored and by reorientating themselves spiritually
and intellectually.”” To gild the pill, Tojo made Vargas the prodigal gift of a
ton of quinine (an unpleasant reminder of Japan’s monopolistic_ position in
regard to supplies of a drug indispensable to armies engaged in the malarial
jungles of Arakan and New Guinea), receiving in return two table-cloths of
pineapple-fibre and a complimentary broadcast by Madame Vargas, in which she
dubbed him ‘‘a gracious neighbour,”” *‘elder brother '’ and *‘ missionary of

goodwill among men and peace among nations !’

There is a persistence of the rumours mentioned in Summary No. 186 of a
Chinese concentration along the borders of T ibet, though it is reported that the
local commanders in the limitrophe Chinese provinces are carrying out Chung-
king’s orders to move their troops slowly and with reluctance. It is hard to
believe that Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek can seriously contemplate a move
which, b divertinﬁ Chinese military effort from Japan to a friendly neigh-
bouring State, would cause such manifest disservice to the common Allied cause.
So far, however, no official word of either confirmation or denial has been forth.
coming at Chungking. Meanwhile, the plans referred to in earlier Summaries
for the supply route vid Tibet into China have been failing to make progress
owing to Sino-Tibetan differences of view on issues of a political nature arxéing
out of the course of negotiations and springing ultimately from the Chinese
claim to regard and treat Tibet as a vassal State, and from Tibet’s insistence on
her independence.

The special status which the Japanese gave to Hon
is emphasised by the replacement of the ol
in circulation till now for purposes of con
a change which is simultaneous with the withdraw
Central China in favour of Nanking's currency.
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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The Tunisian victories have strained the resources of the Press in ou
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British, use the pronoun ‘“ we.”” The teamwork thus achieved is haile ai,\‘s lfricg
the best auguries for the future operations which the final (_:leahrance o
will make possible, and to which public interest is enthusiastical éur{l'm’g.letter
Discussion on the Russo-Polish break has contml_led; Marsha1 ta (1in snd e
to the correspondent of The Times and New Ym‘k_ _szes was we tI(y(())mea, aea; o
spite of M. l{fishinsky’s statement next da):i, pg}l}ltlczﬁ_laicror?smg;tr?f 1_1'; : ppAt X0
think that, in Mr. Walter Lippmann’s words, the ah e’ L g =
same time there was a notable growth of 1nterelslt in : %{ queian KR o o
between the United States and the U.S.S.R. The anti-Russian papers, Ay
] been stirred to fresh attacks. Bu
those belonging to the Hearst chain, have i O I e \itiat dre
moderate and left-wing organs have expressed increase _ ings are
ing 1 i Moscow is held to be showigg a new deg
developing in the right direction. showigg & Do O e
i -American war effort and of the benefits
spprecieuon oL o8 408 lin’s Order of the Day of the 1st May and
Lend-Lease. Following Marshal Stalin’s rde B s
i i i k’s Summary under oviet [ i
g mamfestatlogss(d;:(flgfg((li ]t}}llz}ilst'g:fions betweergll the two countries were

s TRNE 08 pa{:ey had ever been. But the Scripp&Howard papers and others

. t‘ . . .
Egyebl%trf?grlfll}g:d that a personal meeting between the President, Mr. Churchill

and M. Stalin is essential. It is now annolulnced t?at MI& Josepsl;vlgﬂvgssi\is é{ga iany
ief visi i al letter from Mr. Roo : :
a brief visit to Moscow, carrying a personal le Ricyrpindobrty 1o
i i bassador in Moscow before
Mr. Davies was United States Am r in Mos iyl i3
i i i t Russia; in his book M1ssio ‘
he is a friend and admirer of Sovie : sl wirghadhdesrt Ko
i broadcasts he has affirmed his confide : '
ll)I:alisf}:)t('3 etcl?:ts :l?edwill be ready to co-operate w1fth thf1 dgr;l}?crcaécligsngtg tthheelgzgr
g - . p
Davies is said not to have been informed o
gh(i);l ga}m]rll"\/[irng ?: is taken for granted that he goes as advocate and f{111(-)stt mt,gr:ga?g:
meessengeg ‘and it is conjectured that the %b]ﬁ}ts %f {11§tm11.3510;1nfc11res,ec R
: \ i in .
ine between the President an arshal Stalin, ar I
i‘l(;g ?al?tf?téggclarify his attitude pnt %ost-rrargprg;?liﬂss. Aln}:: fae%g?mgélimi?me
d press; it is pointed out, e.g., . :
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%lloscggvsiie;) ' g(,) far as public opinion is concerned, he seems to have sho
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iti i ke hold so successfully of a
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e Agreement,szlg’z. uIbIllli}a,):lt’e s;fnt;]a?tﬁﬁ;, it };eems likely that the Repubém:::;
o many_FaperstSOlid y for amendments which the Administration _reg_z:r Sote
Pa;‘)tpyli:g]‘l frt;a I}l)articular one which would alﬁw C(zllllgresse kgil? blg;z;]%r;rgyr cvlose
Y e ' Act. so, the vo
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one. The p’?ffe’t’o assergt and the other to deny, that opposition to the renew;?ner—
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i i i own, too,
i ﬁ:aﬁ%ﬁgﬁﬁ;ﬂ% tl}; ﬁ’igdle West——cgntre of drlvmg. poyvex;ﬁ)otthkgf
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