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SeIf-defensé
In Canâî in pursuit of ortier andi good governmnent, we

tend tu eebdte 'our fascist ideais nid aneer ar our civil
IRertrians. This ;îe are dismayed but rnot suqApUsd at the
"sc of ourtra Noveamber 18&h's police seizure of virtuaily

the entire press con of the Go . -
Laest gstb te on&¶wPwd Mw.cDonald Commis-

sionon he RCPprducd is fnalreport It saiti. among
otbigtat there wus nonsmznunity frora the mile of law

wbozutieWbuke he aw y entering private
prernises wirhot the beWeitof search warrants, searching for
and omeines rmovin documents and other items they felt
were neoessary fo hirivesigaions.

liTe Report said there moui bç no compromise "I our
Iinaiséenoce on obexUenoe to the<Iaw"* by policemen and " .... the

meof Iaw is usparabie front attempts to attain the
objecives of freedoin and securlty. Withotihe rule of law, we
do not belim edut freedorn asd security cati be obtained.".The Commission found that unwarrantedl entries had
been instiruaondlied snd a xipredby senior" Mountie
officiai&. In declaring such entre u otiter common police
actions to be unlawful, the Commtission added that Mounties.
would be wo t assume that berause there wu non cràrànal
intent invôWJte cins weoe lwful

Féderal governinent respone MOI)O"1 Vldsrpr
clashed with ie Commissions findings. Former Suprm
Court Judge Wishart Spence adv ised the goverrnment that
surreptitious entries were an important part of police work
and were egal because non law cxisted specifically prohibitinq
them and because there was no inteni-to commit a crimina
offense on the part of the officer 5axryin# théni out. Spence
lai except for the posslbiity of a civil suit for trespassing if
die operation were found out, .. n RCMP office" properly

enrr..cuUd_:e convicredâof the

The goverument used the legal advioe it most wanted to
hear it acoepted Spences 51 Ipage opinsd rejectedon thîs

oit. the a<jce contaie in the, 180<) page Royal

Ottawa, the RCMP, and others who acoept that the
auithorities Ëteedn't follow their own -raies, point wo rising
crin-e aes, w "the inceasiugly 'sup ht'ticsted threats to our
(national> security-, and to police departments understaffed

sud uderquiped, aw enforcers in a .crisis situation the
jublic apparently cannot appre-ciate, wbere offenders must be
caught, ironically, wo save the witless public from itself.

AUl of titis, however, belies the widely-held belief in
inclividual privacy and freedom, the-belief that wo ensure
maximnum liberty wve may have wo sacrifice the"occasional
conviction, that to be free i a crimmnal statc is preferahie tô
belng imprisonied ini an orderly, controlled, authoritarian stare.

Freedom, so rare in the world seems unattractive to most
Canadians. We have instead a tradition of civil ilUiberty best
captured in the FLQ non-crisis and War Measures Act abuses
in 1970;i general, it is a pathetic deference wo and fear of
authoriry. If anything illustrates our national identity, it may as
weil be the picrure of a capricious mutt, slavoring in a mix of
fear and adoration after the latest model of o2er and good
govepnlmt.

The solution is not civil disobedience, but greater
attention wo civil obedience. It is not go lap at the bootheels of
the law enforcers, but wo keep constant, persistent vigilance
against abuses of law by law enforcers. For in hîring police to

0r ctorselvesfron cime, we have forgotten to prcitect
fursevesufro h oie

Peter Michayshyn

-a note.
..excerpts f romr a Gaeuwy pary-soap"pera, "*Never Again,"
fturin soute of titis year s stf

"Sigt. Goan.Fret, stew, fusa. Sigb, wvhm .Man
Gnash! Choke, sob, cavil. Grosi; gmnbIe-btrh. Seethe,
Seethe, murrter. Seethe,,fume, boit IANT! RAVIE! Snivel,
tireateL. Hiss! Quiver, bemoan. Sigh."

P.M.

*LETTERS TO THE EDIT.O.R

Athletic, reps should-decide fate-
The recent ontroversy con-

thnngde Univertity Athletic
Badsintention to, alter thW

yearly increnmtal increase of
athletic fees aliowed by it's con-
stitution bas been approached
front two distinct perspectives.

The initial concertu reflected
philosophical considerations in-
volving the justification of Inter-
colegiate Athietics. This topic can
be debated at great length andi bas
already receiveti much publicity.

However, the current con.
cern being voicied by menibers of
the Stutients' Union is that ail
students at this University shoulti
have direct input intc> sucit a
decision. The point in question is
whether the UAB should go to
referendum on this issue.

The University Athletic
Board is compriseti of a total of ten
student representatives (five of
whorn :are electeti in Students'
Union elections) and 8 faculty
representatives, so students hold.
the majority of strength on the
Board.

The objective of studeht
election is to ensure a denxodatic
process so that students can
choose individuais who w.ili make
decisions on their behilf. Those
electeti are then charged. with the
responslbility of beoeming in-
trnately amarie of the information
regardinig decisions facing them.
By suddenly demnanding a referen-
.dum on a sii*fi=an issue it wIimjed Ithat eecoed .p n-
tataves aren Io tr flintiy
comipetenttw handle uea thority

freiouly vested in them.
urhr tis implied that the

student, body at large, though ot

intimately aware of ail the perti-
nent issues, somiee hbas the
knowledge to malté a résponie
decision.

It sbould be noted that the
Presidents and Vice-Presidents of
both Mens and Women's
Athletics (a total of four student
representatives elected from' the
student body at large) who are
currently ini offioe, were elected by
acclamation. This may welI in-
dicate that no other student on

cmufet that they held the
insghtandknowled8e regarding

th tltcprograms that we the
incumbents do and therefore feit
that we would be the best student
representatives. The alternative
(which unfortunately 1 must
admit is more probable) is that no
other student on campus knew or
cared enough to run against us.
Regardiess, die poitiu stands that
we are the indîviduals who are
directly involved with ail the
issues relàting tio this decision and'
have the responslbiity to
legitimately represent the

LETTER
Letrs to the Udtor should be, a
maxirmum of 250 vords on ày

number. No anonymous letters wig.1
published. AUl letteis shoul be typed,
aitghwe will o, ttantiy acSri

- raifey -am ve.fy nea4ytl wtat
Wereserve the right t edt for libel

ari kn. Lemdo flotwnoSuarilh
refkae vie" of the Gteuwy.

students. If not, then our
defmcrti elections are a coin-
piete farce and-:we may as well
emplI a "puppet",wpe rform the
mienialtasks celatew othese
positions andi holti referendums
on every decision. That, I feel,
would ont be particularly ap-
propriate.

Dickson Wood
Chairman of the UAB

President of Mens Athletics

Honkadori
Dear Editor:
Twas a mondu before Christmas
and ail through the clas
ail the students were franric
andi hopeti that they'd pass!
When out i the hall, tiiere
arose such a clatter
We spran~g f rom our chairs
to, see what was the matter
Out in the hall were,
the Bar Nou e edancr

aidho ler inruebanters.
So we went% bock 1
to Clothing 309. t
Turned out.te.igtsto

teesiies f hast ydesign
Boredom set in ant
we fe2 asleep tw
dream of carding our wooi
and counting our sheè<ç.
TimCam togiss an
Jtwas soon 1: 9.

Lvegrone cheertd andi we
left feling just fineé.
Composeti bvCI.TX 309 sondent

siibmitted by Christine Bibbý
Home Ec.

V.Maureen Wert
Homne Ec.
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