
CANA DIAN COURIEýR

BIG things are happening in the field Of Britishhome politîcs, things which, are beyond
parallel if we turn to thie past, and which will
inevitably have their influence in shaping the

future inýto somnething as much unlike now as now
is unlike what was before free-born citizens had

any say at ail in elect-
ing those men who
were to govern tbemn.

What stands out be-
yond everything else in
1910 is the change that
is comning over the
complexion of political
parties at W%,estmin-
ster. The change was
in the making long
since, doubtless before
the present generation
was entitled ta its
votes,' but the making
ai it has had a tremen-
dons impulse during
the three months that
the present Parliament
bas heen sitting. And
wl3at a remarkable
three months it bas
been! 0f legislation
ini the ordinary sense
there has been none,
nor was any of that

Premier Asquith ~ character foreshadow-
ed in the King's speech

read upon the opening ai Parliament.

of "c<
posed

secret Foargaînîigb ý,Up-
between the leaders ai

tbe government and the leaders of
Labour -allies, thi 's unique Parliame
work. 'The Prime Minister tabled b
veto resolutions, whicb were the c(
sian of the government's line of a
sidering the relations between the

Ail the essential considering -had
course, months, nay *years, before.
mystery about what was what of th<
three Democratic parties, Liberals, b~
Labourites. The only new thing to
the veto resolutions and the debates
was the extent to which Mr. Ascuitl
was prepared to go in the fight aga
Well, the Premier was verv nervc
first. It was a big thing he had or
was hardly surehow far hie could
allies, and especiallly upon the mode
bis owni party. TEhis m.cderate secti
Foreign Secretary (Sir Edward Grey
Minister (Mr. Haldane), with wh
Asquith had a very large sympathy.
preferred ta try and reform'the Upp
for a time the government dallied
But the allies wouldn't have reform
this, they said, was no business of
Parliamnent. They were sent to the c
by throwing aut the Budget the Lord
upon the rights of the people.
section with their policy of reform
was overrulled by the more thorough
ous, and more militant sections, an
shelved.

To put it rather crudely, Mr. As
ta scratch and followed the more cou
His final dercision was D)ubliclv deci

DAWN 0F THE DEM.OCRA

mutory ettect in t1tus t'ariiament. ivir. tAsquîtn
Led tbat unless the government are able ta give

U Il L IZ L I I 1C I
away fromn her i
there are lots of
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statutory effect to their policy in this Parliamentc Y they will either resign office or recommend a dis-
solution.

This "advice tothe Crown," which wilI be-ten-
dered by the Premier-since it is practically certain
that the Lord's will rej ect the Veto Bill-will pro-

vide, it is understood, for the creation of about five
their Irish and hundred Peers, supporters of the government Of
nt get to real course, to ensure the passing of the Veto'Bilh, and
is now famous aft 1erwards, doubtless, to give effect to a scheme of
ncrete expres- House of Lords reform.ý
ction, in "'con- When, late at night, Mr. Asquith broughýt in
two Houses." the Veto Bill, embodying the resolutions which
been done, of the Gommons had just passed, he.h.ad a particularly
Trhere was no
cLor-ds, by the warmn reception from his followers. But the ri-

rationalists and ceptiýon, wais tame ta what followed aiter he had

bie learnt from made his statementý in a concise ten minutes' speech.
to follow them Liberals, .Labourites, .and' Nationalists cheered and~
E's government shouted and, waved their bats and handkerchif
inst the Lords. for a matter of three or four minutes, whilst the~
'us perhaps at Conservatives kept a stoney silence. The demonistra-.

hand, and hie tion was repeated with added emphasis whenl Mr-
rely upon ihis Asquith left the Flouse after the adj.otrnmnent Of

rate section of the sitting, and the exultant cries rang down thçe
oni, led by the corridors and out into the almost deserted streets
) and the War of Westminster, blending gladness with a g
ose ideas Mr. nifican note of menace against the Lords who had

This section dared to attempt again to put their foot uponlth
>er House, and niecks of the people. Tt scemed like the eve of a o

over the 'idea. that would bring revolution-bring not bloodshed
at any price; but the triumph of democracy.
theirs in the This will go on record as one of the greatelt

ountry because scenes in the history of British parliaments. There

s had trampled have been great moments, before. Sometimes the,
The mnoderate studerit of history thinks the reaîly profouind tfhiI1lg<
ing the Lords have ail happened. But there will be great momet

., orenumr- again. Nobody knows, of course, what great

Ld reform was parliamentary days are in the making for ils, 31
certainly, whatever happens to eclipse it for a tiffle,

quith came up Aprîl 14, 1910, will be remembered along with thenl
rageous poiicy. Imagination can conjure up plenty of scenies t

woud b gratifthey happened. One of thern


