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Why Men Vote,

B7 FREDERIC DAV1DSON. K.A., Ph.D.

WELL, men, vote mainly because of a
delusion under which they labour,that by marking a mystic X opposite

the naine of soins stranger on the bal-
lot they are sharîng in the government
of the people, by the people and for the
people.

Formerly kings were supposed to pos-
sess the divine right and ability to rule;now these qualities of nxajesty arecredîted to the brain-pan of that bull-headed Minotaur, King Demnos, theaforesaid brain-pan appearing, to judgeby resuits, to be filled with sawdust,
when flot by affinitive aleobol.
Men are deluled by the fiction of repre-sentative governmenit, which 1excludes
one-half of the nation, its women, froin
the vote; excludes another quarter bythe party systemn; and leaves the choiceof jrepresentatives" (save the mark!l)
ln the hands of oligarchie callcuses an~dlocal bosses. "Safe" men are chosen,
men that will respond to the lash of theparty whip wheui the division bell rings.

There are other reasons, bowever, why
men vote.

Some men vote for two dollars.
Sorne vote because -a friend asked

them.
othprgvf f,

who bas ay right to keep us from vot-
ingi Wen one thinks of it, it is up-
roariously funny that one-half of thq
aduit members of the human race should
be debarred by the other half from, the
obvious riglits of humanlity, and should
calmly (or otherwise) submuit to be gov-
erned'by laws in the making of which-
they have no part. It seems to me so
preposterously silly for us flot to vote,
that I cannot help the feeling 'hat it issurely unnecessary to marshal argu-
ments as to anything so plainly and
simply a riglit. Who bas a riglit to
prevent us? As free and equal human
beings, with minds, souls-whatever you
like to cai the most important part of
us-we naturally have a "riglit' tc; do
and have wbatever any human beings
should do and have. No male creature
lias ever, that 1 know of, suggeatcd that
as women we have flot perfect liberty
to breathe and eat! NYow, to the
thoughtful wuman, in earnest about 11f e
anld its innumerable possibilitie-9, the air
of political liberty and of freedom to
exereise her powers as fullv as man P.,n

-v inl anotrier election, or to sup-
port the voter's tender for a cont ract.

Others vote against the brutal tyran-
nlzlng ricb and for the white-souled,
martyr worker,' or they vote for thenoble, unselfish capitalist, and to keep
the workingman in Lis place.
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