
CANADIAN COUIRIERI.

Topwn Planning
AGEN'-TLEMAN who bas just returned fromnt¾the "Caniference an City planning," in Chi-.

c1ga,~ reports that Alberta's Town PlanningAct adea gea~imprssion upon the delegatesassembled there. They were surprised that this neýwlaw sbould be the most progressive of its kind inthe world perbaps. It provides that five per cent.of the municipal area is necessary for park pur-poses, a mast liberal provision; that one-haif ofthe increment in value of the real estate benefittedby a town-planning schenie, shail go ta the munici-pality; and gives full powers ta every mnicipalityta, carry out everting necessary for "efficientaperatian of the schemne."
Ail those interested in any way in town planningshould get a copy of Alberta's act and study it.The subject is important fram a local as well asa national standpaint. When the City PlanningCanference meets in Toronto next year, Canadiansshould be prepared ta take full advantage of thediscussion.

The Western Situation
IV7ISTERN CANADA needs sympatbetic con-1Ysideration at the presenit tinie. Real estatewas over-boomed anid the inevitable reactionbas set in. Agreements for sale are being sold ata discount running tram 25 ta 60 per cent. Therate of interest is high. Farmers who have madethemselves land-poor and piled up debts are beirngtaugbt a severe lesson. Some of theni are beingfareclosed. The newer cities and towvns are findingit difficult ta selI debentures. The speculativebuilder is paying froni ten ta twenty per cent, forboans.

Witb a situation like this, the bankers, whole-salers and manufacturers should be generous andforbearing' Tfie west is expanding rapidly, andthe people must bie boused anhd fed. The buildingmust gn on n"' 0

Legislature at the last session giving municipalities
power ta guarantee. bonds of housing companies tathe extent of 85 per cent. of the, paid-up capital.Such companies are restricted to six per cent., earn-ings; ail profits over this go ta the benefit oftenants. .The other provinces will no doubt watchthe course af eventsinOntaria, with considerableinterest, and, if success fohlows on the heels of thenew act, will introduce sitnilar. legislatian.

Perhaps the chief points ta bie emphasized arethat housing companies will help men whoather-wise wonld not be able ta get decent homes andwîll also, set new standards in architecture, light-ing, ventilation and sanitary arrangements. Ahousing association will not do its Whale.duty unlessit raises the 'standards of the homes for workingmen
in the community in which it operates.

PreiÎer Borden's Speech
fREMIER BORDEN'S speech on the third read-jing of the Bill was an excellent performance.

It presented the Conservative side of thenaval question in a; masterly Way and. was insplendid taiste throughout. Further, it indicatesthat the Premier is thînking of establishing a Cana-dian navy ultimately. Like Mr. Bourassa, he iswilling ta canstruct dry-docks and lie pramised taconstruct them onj bath the Atlantic and Pacific atan early date. These wiIl be an aid to commercialshipping as well as an assistance ta the Admiraltyof Great Britain. 1le will also, establishi naval baseson the Atlantic and Pacific "entirely within aur owncontrai." The harbours and 'ports can be fartified.He may even go so far, lie intimated, as ta provide"torpedo boats and othér similar craft" ta helpprotect these parts. He alsa announced that thenaval college at Halifax is ta bie maintained as wellas training ships. For the latter purpose, lie woulduse the ships of the hydrograpbic snrvey and thefisheries cruisers. Other small cruisers would beadded.
It will thus bie seen that Premier l3 orden doesnot intend ta repeal the Canadian Naval ServiceAct passed by bis predecessors in office. H1e willcontinue the work of training Canadians for thenavy. A despatch fram Vancouver says that theRainbow is ta be abandoned and the 120 mienaboard ber placed an shore. In view of Mr. Bar-dlen's utterance, the despatcb is probably ipislead-ing. Mr. Barden bas no intention of abandoning~he two trainuing slips which Canada now bas, butrather toa dd ta their number.

There may bce those wbo daubt this and wbobelieve tbat Mr. Borden will yield entirely to Mfr.Bourassa and the Nationalists However, if tlheywill carefully read Mr. Borden's speech o~f lastw'eek, they muist bie convisnced that thie Gavernmentias no intention of allowlng Canada's naval serviceo consist wbolly of Dreadnoughts wbicb are taorm part af Mr. Cburchill's proposed "Imperial
3quadron."

parties hate an in dependent-whether he is withthem or against .them. Thle constituency whicheleets him apologizes for him, and his friends tell
him lie is a fool.

0f course, it is ail wrong. Tfhe people sbould
encourage, a member who shows independence.
The newspapers should applaud him. Independents
outside his constituenc-y ýhould Write him. notes ofcongratulation. He should be treated as a hero.Ail honour, therefore, ta the five Nationalists wha,
voted Liberal and to Col. Maclean, of St. John, who
voted Conservative.

I3row-beating the SenateD &E 0S a. section'of the Conservative party desire
the -Senate to, thro.w out the Navy Bill? If
sa, they are moving very cleverly to. thisend. Certain machine brand Conservative organs

are engaged in threatening the Senate with "re-
form" or annihilation in the event of the bill meeti-
ing.,with a mishap while in the Upper Hanse. The
Senate has heard these threats before, and is tooblase to fear that any government living in expec-
tation of long years of power and reward for it 's
political supporters wvill destroy what is boulnd ta
become one of its own bulwarks.

Bath parties have contributed of thecir strong men
ta the Senate. Althougli Senate appointments are
usually mnade becauise of partisan service,'there are
few weaklings. If political experience, business
ability, cu4lture and affluence count as assets Înlaw-making, then the Senate easily ranks with the
H-ouise of Commons. The Upper Hanse, it is true,
lacks in direct responsibility ta the people; but ap-
preciating the tact, it is the more likely ta give
serions consideration ta a measure which bias the
endorsation of the majarity of the people's repre-
sentatives.

The Senate is rightly jealous of its prerogatives
and the coarse threats of extinction are well cal-
culated ta goad it inta action which, we believe,
wouild be detrimenital ta the prestige of Canada
within and without the Empire.


