
reject aiy tenders for want of confidence in the seeu-
rities, but because I wanted confidence in the princi-

pals, and I did not choose to jeopardize the regular
and safe transmission of so important a Mail as that
between Quebec and Montreal, by entrusting it to a

person who appeared unfit. for the duty, merely be-
cause his tender was somewhat lower than that of

aaother person, in whose long tried faithfulÈess I had

every confidence. My own expeieuce insuch matters
had taught me at what price the work. could be proper-
ly done for, and I know that the present price affords

only a fair remuneration to the contractors for their la-
bor and responsibility. I will further add, that in this
instance (as in all important contracts, when I under-
take'to reject a lower .offer and accept a greater,) I

reported. my proceedings to the head of my Depart-
ment in England.

75. What is the present rate of the contract for carry-

ing the Mail between- Quebec and Montreal; who are
the contractors, what is the date of the contract, and
when will it expire ?-The present cost for carrying the
Mail between Quebec and Montreal is £1,300 curren-

cy per annum ; the contract is dated March 1829, it
expires inApril 18W3.

Adjourned.

Saturday, 19th Marck 1831.

P RESENT :-rMeSsrs. 7eiison, Heney, CGtillier, Ques-

nel and Leslie.

Mr. Leslie in the Chair.

Robert Armour, junior, Esquire, called in and exa-
mined -

Can you state what sum of money is paid. by the


