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The Honorable the Speaker commanded the Gentlemun Usher of the Black Rod to
proceed to the Fouse of Commons and -acquaint that House—-« It in His Exoellencys
pleasure they attend him immediately in this House.”

Who, being come,
The Honorable James Cockburn said :

MAY 11 Prease Your EXCRLLENCY,—

The House of Commons have electad me as their Speaker, though I am but little
able to fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me.

If in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into error, I pray
that the fault may be_imputed to me, and not to the Ccmmons, whose servant I an,
and who thraigh me, the better to enable them to discharge their duty to their Queen and
Oountry, humbly claim all their undoubted rights and privileges, especially that they may
have freedom of speech in their debates, access to Your Excellency’s person at all seasonable

?imes, and that their proceedings muy receive from Your Excellency the most favorable
Interprotation.

The Honorable the Speaker of this House then said :
»

Mr. Spoaker, I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General to declare
to you that he freely coufides iir the duty and attachment of the House of Commons to
Her Majesty's Person and Government, aud not doubtng that their proceedings will be
conducted with wisdom, temper and prud-mce, he grants, nud upon all occasions will re-
cognise and allow, their constitutional privileges.

I am commanded also to assure you that the Commons shall have ready access to His
E:mbllepcy upon all seasonuble occasions, and that their proceedings, ns well as your words
and actions, will constantly receive from him the most favourable construction.

. .

.His Excellency the Governor General was ithen pleased to open the Session by a
gracious Speech to hoth Houses:

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senath ; .
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

1. In addressing for the first time tho Parliament of Canada, I desire to express the
satisfaction 1 feel in resorting to your advice and assistance, as well as my deep seuso of
my own good fortupe in boing Permitted to associate myself with you in your labours
and aspirations for the welfure of this Dowinion. ‘

I rejoice to think that my assumption of office should have taken place at a period
‘when the prospects of the country appear so full of prowmisc, when peace and amity
prevail amongst ali neighbouring natious, and when 8o wany indications are afforded of
the success with which Canadu herself is consnlidating her political unity and developing
her material resources.



