
36Victoria. 6th Mardi. 21

The, Honorable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to
prooed to the Rouse of Commons and acquaint that House -"'It is His Excellencys'
pleasure they attend him immediately in this House."

Who, being come,
The Honorable James Cockburn said:

MAT PLEAE YOUn EXcELLENCY,-

The House of Commons have etected me as their Speaker, though I am but little
able to fulfil the important duties thius assigned to me.

If in the performance of those duties, .1 should at any time fall into error, I pray
that the fault may bçx imputed to me, and not to the Ccmmons, whose servant I an,
and who thrc 'gh me, the better to enable them te discharge their duty to tieir Queen and
Country,humbly claii all their undoubted rights and privileges, espocialiy that they may
have freedom of speech in thoir debates, access to Your Excellenoy's person at ail seasonable
times, and that their proceedings may receive from Your Excellency the most favorable
interpretation.

The Honorable the Speaker of this House then said:

Mr. Speaker, I am commanded hy His Excellency the Governor General te declare
to you that lie freely confides in the duty and tttachiet of the Hiouse of Comuoons te
Her Majesty's Person and Government, and not doubtfng that their proceedings will be
conducted with wisdon, temper and prud ence, lie grants, and upon all eocasions will re-
cognise and allow, their constitutional privileges.

I am cominanded also to assure you that the Conmons shall have ready access to His
Eeellency upon all seasonable occasions, and that their proceedings, as well as your words
and actions, will constantly receive fromn him the mo>st favourable construction.

His Excellency the Governor General was jthen pleased te open the Session by a
gracious Speech te both Houses:

lonorable Gentlemen o! the Senatà;

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

1. In addressing for the first time tihe Parliament of Canada, I desire to express the
satisfaction I feel in resorting to your ndviee and assistance, as well as my deep sense of
ny own good fortupe in boing fermitted to associate myself with you in your labours
and aspirations for the wolfare of this Dominion.

I rejoice to think that my assiuption of offiee should have taken place at a period
when the prospects of the country appear so full of promuise, when peace and amity
prevail amongst ai neighbouring nations, md when so miaiy indioations are afforded of
the succes wi h which (anaeds herself is consolidating ber political unity and developing
lier maberWial


