
é

ý4

-THE CANADIAN BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARE

impamioned eloquence would sweep, m with th& force of a tornado, bearing down all before
them.

Tn the year ý 183.5, he wax appointed solicitor-geùeml of the province, which office wu at
that time non-political. It was not until the year 1838 that Mr. Jolinston, vielding 10 the
earnest soliritation of Sir. Colin Campbell, the then governor of Nova Scotia, èonsented'to enter
the Légiý;lative Couneil, and commence bis politi.cal care-r. Here bis taIentsat once raised him

to, distinction,' and he became the ac-nowledged lea . der of the Conservative. party. He took a
prominent part in the struggles attending the introduction -of'responsibleggvernment,. and,

while acknowled' ing the effetehess of the old regime,'and reSgnising the rights of Mie people
to control, publie affainq through their representatives, be yet deemed it n.ecessary to, watch,

witli-ca.re, and efficiently to guard, the ýrery radical cha:àges.ý'àoukht té be made in the political
constitution.

.In the year 1843, Mr. Joënston was appointed attorney-general of the province; oit the
dissolution of the Houq.e of Assembly in that year, he resigned bis scat in the Legislative
Couneil, and entered the popular branch, as representative of the important county of Annapolis,

which êon.-ititu' ency he contiiiued uninterruptedly to represent until bis elevation to the bench.
A large part of Mr. Johnstons pol 1 itical life. was spènt in opposition, a position for which bis
forensie and, deéJamatory talent, and- bis power of invective, eminently qualified him. -He,
how . ver, ôn several ocemions, led the Govemment with rare politie:t] tact and ability, and bis

party not only followed hini with unfaltering. fidelity and unboundýd confidence, as their poJi-
tical éhief, but had for' him a respect, and a devoted persoial attàchment,'accordéd to few publie
men, but enc,endered by bis commanding talents, bis -inany noble qualifies,- bis unselfish regard
for otheis, and, hi4 _u n-.ý3werviiig inteçmity.

Mr. Johnqton was.selected &q one. of the delegates to ineet Lord Durham, the high com.

missioner for settling the difficulties in ('anada,, a*n%l confer, with him oný.the contémplaied
changes in colonial government.

Among the 'Inany Acts on the statute book that bear testimony to bis saç'm£'ity and férecast,
stands foremost the simultaneouspolling bill, in Which provIsion is made for the -holding elec-
tions in every county in the province on one and the saime day,'instend of the, poâ being kept
open in each countyfrom six to ten days, accordin to its size, and remove about frrom place to9
place. In 1856, én a change of Gový-mment,.Mr. Johnston again beca.rue premier and attorney-

general, and at-onee.bent all bis energies to abolishing the monoýoly whieh the generel mining
a,,;.,(-)ciation held over all the n'ânes and ininerals of Nova Seotia. In June, having "o-

ciated. with himself Adams. G. Archibald, the present govemôr of the province, then a leadin-C
member of the oppo,4ition, M r.Johnston left. for England, and,- affer. a crood deal of iiec,,oti.atiori,

succeeded in effeéting a compromise, by which the genéral inining a.-îsociation ceded to, the
Gov.ernment their rights over all the then unworked minès.'

To- Mr. Johnston belongs the honor of being the first state8man- who, in the hall of Leo
lature, advocated the union or confédemtion *of these North Ame*can colonies. . In the year
1854, on tjhe floor of the House of Assembly, he moved-"' That the union of the British pro-
vinces on just*princip'les, while calêt"d to perpetuate iheir connectionwith the parent'state,

would promote their advancement and prosperity, increase their strengt4 and influence, ant 1 i

elevate their position." Before the union was consummated, he bad retired from publie life,
and was, therefore, in no* way responsible for the details of the -4cheniè;ý yet there can be no

doubt that hk-i advocacy of the measure,,on its broad basis, tended to create and educate public
opinion,. and smoothed* the wa for those -*ho eventuall' -qucceeded in effectingthis iinporWut
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