
Ti Ç O M M'I T T E E .appointed to
enquire into the State of the Trade to
N EW F O UN D L AN b, and
to report the fame, as it lhall appear
to them, to the Houfe; gn& who.
were , impowered to report their
'Proceedings, from Time to Time,
to the Houfe

A V E made a f3rther Progrefs in the Matters to them refered,
and have exânined Ïeveral other Witneffes; the Subftance of

whofe Evidence is as follows:

WILLIAM KNOX, Efquire, (formeryl>one of the Under Secre-
taries of Statej being called in, and examined, falid, He was now an
Adventurer in the Newfoundland Fifhery, and has been fo fince the
Year 17 88.--And being afked, To what Inconveniencies did he find
the Trade expofed-? he- faid, One Complaint arifes from the ýShipping
being fubjea to Cuftom Houfe Regulations, and the Payment of
Fees in Confequence of it.-And being -afked, Whether he knew
the Purpofe for which the Cuflom -loufe was eftablifhed'? he faid,
When Duties were laid iri America, in 1766, the Commimoners
of the Revenue who were fent out-there appointed Culom Houfe
-Officers -in Newfoundland to colle# thofe Duties ; before that
Time Naval Oflicers, appointed by the Governor to take Care
that the Laws of Trade were duly obferved, were the only Oficers
'Of the Kindih the Iflana; but athough thofe Duties were after-
wards repealed, the Cufton Hloufe Officers were continued; not-
ftanding they have now no other Duty to perforn than what was
fonnerly done by the Naval Otlicers, and efpecially as by the Ad of
thew Twentieth Year of His prefent Majeffy, no Duties can be

-poed by Ad of Parliament in any of the Britifhi Colonies or
2. A Plantat!ong


