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The New Spirît of Canada
HE war lias had a mighty burden

T upon its shoulders. Nearly every
evil of the past four years lias been
atrributed ta it. Nearly every
reform is said ta have arisen out of
it. Both statements are rîght.
Both statements are wrong.

Whatever the effect lias been abraad, in
Canada it can only be said that the war lias
fostered a more truly national spirit than was
existent in pre-bellumn days. Despite the minor
differences that may have arisen fromn time to
tirne in the wake of political batties, the
tendency lias been to draw into closer unity
the various elernents that go to make up our
Canadian Conféderation.

And $0 it will go on. There is, and will
continue ta be, a more universal brotherhood.

To most Canadians at the present moment,
there îs one common cause. The success of
our soldiers in arms and ail the contingent
demande upon the interests of the people are
occupyîng their firstconsideration. And always,
as tirne goes on, îs there the problen of the
returned soldier to be grappled with. They
went out ta fight for us. They are returning-
but flot as they went out. They are bringing
back with theni mucli more than the necessity
of re-instatîng themn in civil life. They are
maimed, many of themn mutilated-but sucli
conditions are but physical ones, which the
men" themnselves cheerfully accept and opti-
mistically look forward ta overcoming. But
it is the spiritual and moral attitude these men
ame taking, and are bound ta take, that is going
ta make its imprint upon the national character.

They have corne froni a life which recognizes
no difference of caste, creed or nationality.
When they lef t Canada they lef t behind thern
al social distinctions which they had hitherto
been accustomned ta accept, and they entered
into a condition of existence that recognizes only
this: that thcy tvere men endowed with courage
and the physical abiity to figlit; that they
wvere there te do their duty; that their duty
was ta contribute their part tawards the ulti-
mate victory;, that tlieir lives were worth ta
the Empire no more and no less than the lives
of their fellow patriots.

Laborers have rubbed shoulders wîth pro-
fessonal men; artisans have smoked "f ags"
with artists; there lias been na sucli thing as
aristocracy, and to these men there can neyer
more be anything save democracy. When they
entered the trenches they turned their backs
on all forris of intolerance-the intalerance
that cornes of wealth; the intolcra.nce that
cornes of religiaus differences; the intolerance
that cornes of soial standing. Now that these
men amr eturned, can we cxpect theni ta
undo the very principles that it took three or
four years fighting to attain, a we expect

thera ta, revert ta old customs and old ideas?
That is one phase of the question, but another
is--do we want theinita revert ta old condi-
tions?

Is it not better for the progress of the
nation'as a whole that the standard ta which
it should aspire should be one imbued by the
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very spirit with which these soldiers have come
home? Bordering upon the radical it miglit
be, but directed by the saner judgment of
older statesmen far-sighted enough ta sec the
workcing out of these ideas and sound enougli ta
temper theni with more mature thouglit and
action, sucli a standard would make for a
national stabiiity and a degree of progress
difficuit ta be surpassed.

ÇOMBINED witii ail this, there must of
necessity be an application of a broader

Christianity-Christianity these very men of
ours have brought home with theai. There
must be a deeper conception of thc brother-

hood of men. These must be brouglit ta bear
upon cornmercialism. This ail sounds very
idealistic-too mucli so, some will say, for
practicability. There are none of us who sup-
pose that at any time any country lias reached
or will reach that state which marks it as a
Utopia. But it is just possible that among the
dreams of the idealists will be some, the realiza-
tion of which can be effected when applicd
in the proper way, just as out of the material-
isrn of the age past rnany good things have
survived.

For sucli dreams of idealisrn are with us aIl.
Despite the chaos, despite the cataclysm over-
shadowing ail, there is more dreaming in this
old world of ours than most of us imagine. It
with us al la a greater or lesser dezree. It Ws
a dreani of human Betterment-a dream of
Brotherhood. Al the many dreams by which
we think ta effect the common end are parts and
fragments of the one great idea. Like the co-,
operating thoughts of one gigantic mind, they,
work together to realize the world's desire, even'
wherj they appear ta contradict and neutralize
one another. And so the new workings of the
Divine plan of things evolve in Canada as else-
where. The inscrutable forces of God are
powerful to-day with the power of the rising
tide. They are changing fear-that fear that
the war lias made so common ta us al-the fear
of death, into faith. They are changing doubt
ta hope, and anger and hatred inta love, more
mightily, perhaps, than at any other time since
the Prince of Peace and the Lord of Love Him-
self expressed the worid's desire ia the words,
" Thy Kingdom come, Thy wiil be done on
earth as it is in heaven."

This, ia part, is the new spirit af Canada
which is evolving itself day by day. Or is
it the spirit of new Canada ? When the
word lias corne of the. termination of the
war and Canadians will have borne their
burdens and paid their price, can it be said
that the Canada of-that day will be one and
het same Canada that existed a decade ago,
but professing a new spirit; or will it flot be
more likely that the Dominion which will
emerge froni the maelstromi will be a new
country with new aspirations, new ideals, new
standards of achievement? The national spirit
that is being formed to-day is leading us slowly
and surely towards that end. The first of
Juiy-the 5 lstanniversaryof ourConfederation,
finds us ia this state of metamorphosis. Before
another year lias passed we may or may flot
have reached our final stage of evolution. It
18 for us ta contribute each lis individual share
for the national welf are; progress fromn day
ta, day in a spirit of co-operatîon rather than one
of criticisai; accept drastic changes as do the
French, merely shrugging our shoulders and
saying, "C'est la guerre." We will find let
.panacea for may ills.
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