
BOOKS AND NOTiONS, 1

rate, tliat the cost of mailing English maga.
nnes from 'Toronto is just six ftimes as much

as tle cost of nailing thre samte Englislh
piapers frot Buftfalo. *lat surely, is a mat.
ter worthy of consideration. What tlie Post-
master Gencral has said does îlot answer
tlhat ai all, dtocs not show any good reason
for it. lle docs not denv that that aiiomaly
eists, and lie has not given any good rea-

dou, that lia'e hcard, why it shîould con
tinue to exist.

Mr. liaggart.-l do not understand ic
lion. gentleman. Does he rcan to say iat
a cent, or whatever it tuay be for trece or
four munces, is too mucl for periodicals that
aire re-sent throughi the post office? I ami
only following out tie lawv.

Mr. Edgar. Perhaps lie is following out
the law, but 1 venture tihe suggestion tihat the
law is an iinproper une that gives ic people
an opportIity of sending fram Buflo for
half.-cent what costs twelve cents to seni
fron Toronto. It is discriminating hcavily
against our own newsdealers in this country,
and discrimaniting grossly i fa% or of new s-
dealers on thie other side of the line: and
surely that is îlot the National Policy.

NIr. Haggart. -No; you do0 not understand.
The newsdealer who gets a picriodical fromt
thie old country to BufTalo or New Voik-, pays
tlie mail across fromt London to New% York,
anid, besides tliai, hie pays this postage. If
they be mnailed frot the oid country to To'
ronto or Maitreal, lie pays no postage in
this country tiecrefore it is cheaper in tihis
country than in the otier.

ir. Edga.-The mutflu man did not pay
the uait any more than our mnan.

Mr. Valdie.- hie Postiiaster General is
iiiistaken as to the course of tlie dealers.
'rhe dealers in IutTalo, get thteir periodicals
fromt the old country by express, iii jti the
saime way as our dealers im this country. I
amîî coipelled to say. chat our postage rates
«Ire a great deal too high, and discriminate
a.gainst tlie dealers of this country.

Since the above discussion took place in
ic louse the Toronîto Post Office lias issued

tlie following circular ta thre trade :-
'Only suchli ritish papers and periodicals

as reachi Canada by mail arc allowed to be
re.posted free to Canadian subscribers.
Dealers re-posting such publications frec are
icquested to state cither verbally or on the
covers of Ile packets wlether they have
been received fromt Great Britain by mail."

The executive oimittee is hard at work,
and hope eventually to induce tlie lostiiia er
Genceral to accede to our request.

TORONTO BOOKSELLERS.
At the second iionthliv meeting of the

Toronto) 3ooksellcrs' Associatton lield on ile
tst inst., in the office of Booxs .Ni
NortoNs, the report of ic coimmittee tlat
liad interviewed tlie Ontario Ministry withi
reference to free school hooks was presented
and received; ic city wcas divided into
sections to w-hich canvassers for new mîîen-
bers were dctailed; fhe fecsofmueibcrs wcre
rcccived. 'fle numtiiîber presclit w'as fifteei.

THE NEW YORK PUBLISHERS'
COMBINATION.

Comibiniation amiong ti Newr York pub.
lishers has becn finally consummated, and

ic cra of cheap books is over. This the
trade licre should bc thankful for. li tlc

old chaos books could be boughît in N e'
York at ruinoutsly low' prices, and de.les
were forced to sell liere at little or nia profit.
But while tlie prices go up in Ncw York it is
a question if thie adîvance will nlot be wholly
ai ile expense of the retailer. h'lie price
conventionally establislhed for a book is very
tenuacious and conservative in its downward.
iiess. Prices are casily reducible, but long-
standing oines are wc-it di iculty put luit on
books. 'l'le retailer wihl lave to pay more,
but wil the retailer get mIlote ? That is for
tlie trade to settle, and as tie trade lias been
remiss In doig what it coulu to settle tlie
former uinsatisfactory condition of thie busi-
ness in American books, it is lot a matter of
>anguime expectatioi that thie trade wIll as-
sert itself in this eimîergency. Prices of all
"libraries" have gone up. WVhy should ie'
tailers nlot put themlî ip oi thcir custoiiels?
The large "un 11'eral " tores .re In tihe wa%
Oif a uinaiimous advaice. and that is ilie chie
obstacle. The MIniro, Seaside, L.ovell, I lurt,
"libraries" are in tlc coiniiation, and ahI
will be issued hienceforth under lie gencral
namie if " easide' Ogilh e is lie onl pub
lishei not in it, and lie cannot withstand it.

One good result of tlie advance vill be
that îîenwspîapers can na loiger' mtfol ta give
away so muîîrch literatire and thereby hindcer
trade. Anîother is that oulr own publishiers
wvill have more to do, as a conscquciice
of thie check to importation. The rise in
prces will ai the sane timie raise the qualit>
of thie books. Thie duty and thic advance
wil li elp tic Caiadian publishters to la>'
ticjr royalty. English publishers will get
better orders for clotil bouind books, thie
Aicricans liaving gone up -,o highi. licre.
tofore te Eiglish Christmîîas books had a
very poor market hiere, whîich will 'ow uib
imlproved.

'l'he advance on " ibrarieb" is large, run.
ning in soie cases to iiearly 50 per ceil.
That advance il be felt at once. 'heit ad-
vance on standard fiction ,is quite 50 lier
cent. but that is lot hkel to be felt liere be-
fore ie fait. Tite better papuer, bmding and
printig of the latter will be the value re-
ceived for this advance. If there :s no ad-
s ance amîong retailers uponI "lliraries" thiley
will be able to redeet oiome of the trade no-
in the hiands of the large general store., li
a larger trade the> may make upu for station

ary prices.
Teli plates of tie coipiieting edlitîîins of

standard sets t1 is. n l,and pocts, that have
already been obtained or coniracted for, are
from Il urst & Co.. WVorthington Coimp mîuy,

'. h.. Alli'on, Alden look <Co., l'ollaird &
Mo», F. F. h.ovell & Co., G. W. Dillhnghamî,
of Ncw Vork ; Ahdmie llook Ce)., Este. &

D.aurît, De Wolfe, 1· ike & Co., of l oston ,
J. B. I.yon, of Albanv ; Donohue, l lenne.
berry & Co., Belford, Clarke & Co., of Chi.
c ago; J. Bl. .ippicoitt Co., of Philadelhi.,
and ic plates and stock of thue paper-coered
series. of George MuNro, Norman L. Mutnro,
National Publishng Co. of New York.

MUSIC NOTES.

" laute VoIee;" Rye, by Chas. Bohner.
On 'ime:" Jersey, by Chas. Bohner.
Mcmorv;" Song, by *roujee. *rte above

are thc new pieces of music witl which
Messrs. Whaley, Royce & Co. are on hand
for this mionths trade. Thev have received
au encouraging demuîand for their latest
music, and are Irepareud to fI large orders.

'he twclftlh thousand of tic University of
Toronto Song flook has just been issued by
Messrs. T. Suckhîng & Sons. The collection
of acadcmic favorites is iost acceptably
prcsented in tis issue and should coniniand
a wide sale. The book is already well es.
tablislhed in the favor of Canadians, and is
growing in popularity every year.

The Anglo-Canadian Music Publishing
Association are ready to suppy the trade
with tie following select issues, for which
there is already a strong denand :-

" The Gondoliers " ( i Lancers ; (2)
Polka ; (3) Quadrille ; (41 Waltz, fron Gil.
bert & Sulhvan's Opera. Prce 60 cents.

"Sunshne and Shade." Valse, by rhos.
lioniheur. Price, 6o cents.

Rsia." Military Schîottischie, by Mar.
cate. Price, 35 cents.

"eraline." Wahi, by J. B. luttchins.
Price, 50 cents.

"When the L.ights arc I.ow." Valse, by
Tios. Bonheur. Price, 6o cents.

Th'lie latest music which Messrs 1. Suckling
& Sons have got out is bright, attractive and
sure to sel. Three of ie leading picces
are ;-.

" Fantasie." Valse, by Chas. Carte. Price,
0 cents.

"Toujours a 'oi." Valse, by E. Frazer
lilackstock. Price, 50 cants.

"Wintcr llleasures." Polka, by Chas.
Ionheur. Price, 35 cents.

hie Gosernient ha de< ded to admit
books for Toronito University library frce of
customns duty.

In placng tlicîr new gonds n the Market
this year, the Reinhardt Manuficturing Co.,
of Montreal, have recim cd their prices even
lover than hast yCar, notistandig the
duty lias been-raised on iinported goods.
Their luzano in xidnied silver are being
greatly admnire< and selling well.

The pluibago industry, wich is m11amnly
represented by a mine situated near lBuck-
mugliamn, i., not pleaîsed at whîat the Miinister
of Finance, has done for it. The mnaiterial
enters in stove pnli.,h, lead pencils, and
other article%, and tlie protection afforded,
Ihey clan, is noit sufficient t kcep out
foreîgn producrers h'lie <luty las been raitcd
from 25 to0 35 per cent, iowsever, on lcad

pencils, without any obvious grouncs for it.


