
THE RECENT STR UGGLE.

a struggle, special exasperation had been
created against the Speaker by the unex-
pected announcement that he had taken
office in the new Government. This ar-
rangement is said to have been partly dic-
tated by the necessity of giving a representa-
tion in the Ministry to the district from
which the Speaker belonged. A calamitous
necessity ! If local considerations are al-
lowed to prevail in the election of members
and the composition of Cabints, farewell to,
our hopes of Canadian statemanship ! What
would become of the statesmanship of Eng-
land if such local limitations were permit-
ted to prevail ; if Mr. Gladstone were to be
excluded fron Parliament because he hap-
pens to reside in a Conservative district, and
if in choosing his Cabinet he were compelled
to have regard not to administrative ca-
pacity but to geographical divisions ? In
a dark age of the English Constitution an
Act was passed confining the choice of the
electors to persons resident within the
county or borough; but the good sense of
the nation ignored the Act ; it became a
dead letter,and at last was formally repealed.
If all the members of the British Cabinet
were taken fron a single district, nobody
would be so foolish as to object, provided
the appointments were unobjectionable on
other grounds. In the United States, on the
other hand, local considerations are allowed
to prevail ; in the election of members of
the legislature the people cling to them
with the most slavish tenacity ; they greatly
fetter the President in the selection of his
Cabinet ; and this is one of the main causes
of the dearth in that country of public men
known and trusted generally as statesmen.

It is a peculiarity of the Ontario Parlia-

ment very interesting to political observers,
that it bas only one chamber. Nothing
happened in the course of this crisis tending
to show that a second chamber was neces-
sary or desirable. On the contrary, had
there been two chambers, one popular and
representing the present state of public
opinion, the other less popular, and repre-
senting rather a past state of public opinion,
with a majority for the Ministry in one and
for the Opposition in the other, serious
complications miglit have ensued. We
might have had a dead lock like that which
was produced in one of the Australian Col-
onies by a collision between two chambers.
As it is, after a sharp and decisive struggle,
a new Government bas emerged, possessing
apparently full control over the House, and
legislation will quietly resume its course.
The conflicts of parties are sure to be vio-
lent enough without adding to them the
rivalries of chambers.

In the course of the debate many charges
of corruption and of the use of improper in-
fluence were thrown out against the Minis-
ters ; but the only one brought to a definite
issue was a charge implicating two leading
members of the commercial world in an al-
leged conspiracy to force a member of the
Opposition to resign his seat by bringing to
bear on him commercial pressure. In this
case the two gentlemen accused sent in a
full and detailed correction of the statement,
which was frankly accepted. On the sub-
ject of corruption, however, and t'ae cognate
subject of faction, we may find occasion
hereafter to speak in a more general way,
and with less risk of appearing to point our
remarks against any particular Government
or party.
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