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eau apply te this company, iriving an option
ot purchaso on thuedaim. Froc ufecat tuthae
claina owner, the cumpiany'a expearts %ail1
make a superfici exausaruantivi of th cîsain,
sud rejeet ur accep-t an thio caSe muy bc-
Should tlao clatan bu accoîited a f urthor option
ou ternis te bo agroed upon ill kc arranged,
aud tho company wiIl go te tha exp,3zfo cf sink-
ing a shaft or othor necosenry work, sud if
reaults are satisfactery tbecornpa:y ivilI tako
ovor tIre dlaim aud pay the prico agroed ',o tire
fermer caner. The claim eau thon kc sold
or developod as the company deemas advisablo.

The Billion Minirg Company has coin-
niencod, by eneuring a diroctorate cf well
knowu praetical business nien, whoga namne
are a guarantee that ita aff airs ai kc con.
ducted upon honorable business principles,
aud that ita obligations will be carried out
without failura. Its first stock boldors are
ail mou having somothiug at stake in tho
country, and who are conscquently inter-
csted in building up tho muiieg iudustry cf
the country, and building iL up as an
inlustry and not for purely speculative
purposes.

The first izsue cf tho company's stock is
now king made, and is oauly open te sub-
scribers te the SOth of tbis month. Stock
wilI kc issued enly as the demands of the
conlpany's business dictate, but there can kc
little fear but tho businees ill scon assume
large proportions. In short wa have ne
hesitation in assorting our beliof that the
Bulion Mining Company wilI prove a profit,
able institution te its sharolholders, and a
groat aud valuabie power in devclopiug min-
ing as au industry lu tha Lako of tho Woods
district.

EBITORIAL NOTES.
Tun COMMERCI AL baSsoeoral Limesreforred

to the mislcading nature cf most crop reports.
The last officiai United Statra crop report
xuay kc takion as a sample. The average
condition cf winter aud spring wheat is
placed at 83.4, ou July 1, as compared ivith
76.2 for the same date last year. Thia would
indicate a larger crop Liais year than lest,
the ares king practically the saim in each
year. Every oue familar ut ail with ci-op
conditions in the United States, hewever,
expecte a cousiderably amallor crop this yeur
than wa barvoated lu 1895, estimates rang-
ing froni 80,C00,000 to 60,00O000 bushels IeSý
than st yenr.

A PASTEUR Instîtute professer la visiting
the United States with the objeet cf exter-
miuating rodents. Gophers, prairie dogs,
squirrels and jack rabbita have becoma a pest
iu noe cf the western States, sud have
proved very destructive te crops. The pro-
f essor proposes te inoculate the rodants with
the virus of sonre deadly dise %%hich will
kc quickly communicated irom oua tb
another. In France this plan bas been su,>
esfully tried te exterminate fiuld rata. The

profossor claimas that..the virus wilI net kc
injurions te human kinga or domestic
aninuai. Lt la used un the sanie principla as
poison. The virus la used in liquid <onm,
sud lu it bits cf bread or grain can kc soaked,
sud thon scattered about the hauntS of the
animais. Liko po0ison, iL kilis the animais

wlîieh cat it, but iL works slowly, glving
tinie to iaipart the infection to othmor f tha
sanie speoios. As guphers hava proved arme-
wbat destructivo in sumoe of our western
prairio seutiuns, thoir uxjorimont iu dlsposing
of rodents in the western States AHil b
watchcd îvith interest bore.

Tils WIimai Free lresm bias s-îvoral
tiies cf late vig>rously arvocateld the gri.Iing
of our wheat. at lio, and haviug it oxported
in tho form of fleur. This would undaubt-
edly be to tlio advantago of this country, if
it could bk proitably oarried out. Thero are
obstacles, howovor, in the way of doing a
profitable expert flour trado. lu fact loadiug
millers In Canada and the United States
claimi that thora is ne money in tho expert
trade, and thoy say that much of iL is carriod
on at a loss. Their profit is in the doniestia
trade, aud the surplus production which la
oxported, if oftcu sold at a Ions. This can
roadily ba believed whon prices are looked
iute, as it is not an unusual thing ta note
the rale of American foeur in Britih mar-
kats at lower prices than are current at the
peint of production. Saine argua froni this
that inillers are gotting exorbitant profits at
homoe. This, howaver, ils by no meafis cer-
tain. Thora in no induatry in which coin-
petition in keener thau in fleur milhing. and
there in no reason to bolievo that profits are
excessive, In fact iL woulû sceni that even
in the domeste trade, tho profits are oftkn cut
exceedingly fine, In Minneapolis, at the
prosent Lime, a movoment in on foot amoug
the millers te securo a difforential in freight
rates te the seaboard, on fleur for export, cf
2he per 100 pounds. This claim is made on
the grouud that maillers are meeting with
heavy laies on their expert business. If the
Free Press could induce the railway cota-
pardes to guaranteoa a considorablo difforential
in froi&ht rates on fleur for oxport, froni
Maniteba points, thon thora would be soma
hope for tho establishment of a largoe xpert
trado in fleur.

A GRLEAT deal bas beau written on the
question cf immigration but it is soldera that
auything new is said on this subject. C. A.*Magrsth, a mombor cf the territorial
legislsture, howover, in eut with a new pro-
posal lu the maLter of immigration. His
proposai is as follows: Il would," ho says,
Ilendorse our Goverament goiug te the Calin
adian PIacific ]lailway Company and trying
te arrange such tarns a3 would onablo tho
latter to put into eperaties for a terra cf years,
say fil teon, the lowcst froight aud passenger
rates that obtain in the mont thickly sottled
portions cf Eastern Canada; tho Goverumont
te nmaie good in somo manner te be mutually
satitifsctory, the differance causaid by this
minimum rate. Theso low rstes sheuld act
as a stimulus te utir growth, and lu arriving
ut a basis cf settioment, cf course it would bk
romemborod that the increased, busincsi
foilowing the adopsion cf low rates wouid cf
itsoîf bring a reduction on the rates now in
existence. It would thoreforo bk orroneous tu
suppose that the governmacnt would ha called
upon te malie up-or partially niake up-
during thre ?rfteen Yomr, thea diforence that
exista betwoen the rates now in oporation and

thothat such, an arrangement would pro-
duce. Another fa,.t must nlot k leat siglit
cf, viz., the doep iatoest that tîo railwsy
oompany has in tho country would doubtlesa
bring a largo seo liko this withiin tha
range cf possibilitios, whioh undor othar
cironmastances would mako it absolutely im-
possible. If it should be tee largo te ba
practicablo, thon could it net kc modiflod sO
as te apply te, say, whoat ad aLlier fi-rm
produce." [t bas often beeon said that a cou-
teuted setlir is tho best immigration agent,
sud a large redutictin lu freight rates would
have a teadaney in tFat direction. fllr.
Magrath's idea, if it could kc carried iuto
effoct, wuuld ne doubt bc benoficial, aud iL
wouid net interfore with any othor efforts in
the iuterost cf immigration. Immigration
is a vory important matter, but what ia cf
more importance is the conteutmont and
prSoprity cf tha people alrcady iu the coun-
try. Mr. Magrath's plan would work boue-
flaially in regard te each cf these interoa.

WlnniDeg PruCas a Yoar Ago.
Fullowing wero Winnipeg pricons tbis weak

last Vear:
Whoat.-~.No. 1 bard. Fort William, afloat

irregular, aird about nominal at 78 te
80c.

ltlonLr.-Local prices, per caek, Patents,
$82.05 ; Bakers, $1.85.

Bran.-Per cou, $11.
Shorts.-Puo ton, $18.
Oate.-Per bushol, car lots, local froights,

83 te 83he.
B3arley.- Par bushel, about 40a local

freiglite.
Fiai Sed. - SmaIl sales retail at $1.50

per bushel.
Butter.-Dairy 8 te 10e. Croamory, 14 te

l4jo.
Cheoe.-60.
Eggs.-Frosh, 10a net, jobblug il te 12e.
Beof.-City dreSsod, 4 àj te 5je.
Mutton.-Fresh, 7c; lamb, 7c.
Hogs.-Drssed, 5&e te Go.
Cattle.-Blutcers' 21to2îe. Export8ite 84e.
Hogs.-Liva, off cars, 4ie.
Sheep.-8B te 84e; lambs, 81 te $2.75 oach.
Soneca Root.-Dry 16 te 19o lb.
Peultry.-Chickoui, 40 te 45o per pair,

turkeys, 8o lb., livo weight.
Hides.-No. 1 cows, groed satted 7ýe.
Wool.-Unwashed fleoce, 9 te 10ic.
Potatoes.-New, 50o per bushel.
Hay.--41.50 te $5.00 pnr ton, car lots.

flrocery Trada Notes.
A prominent Maine sardine packor ssys

that it was now almoat certain that by Aug.
lst tha now Maine trust would kc in control,
cf the situation. No flsh, ho said, were coin-
ing into Eiqtport or Lubac, and that admit-
ting for the sake of argument, the combina-
tin o.gold prove a iailure, the supply cf fish
would bc a poworful facter in rogulatiug the
market. 7he pa*k su far is 200,000 cases
short of st season, and ha balievod iL wouild
kc impossible te makoe up tbis doficiecy.-
N. Y. Commercial Blulletin.
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Office cf any irrcgularity in tho recoipt cf
The Commercial. If only eue number is
missea, Itiudly sena notice by post cara at
once.

1040


