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endeavoured to impress upon your minds, 1st. To
make manifest His great power and glory. 2and, To
impress ns with an hbiding sense of His great necar.
ness.  3td, ** Be ye alsa ready, {or in such an hour as
ye think not the Son of Man cometh,” We miss the
lo «d and absent ones, Mary and Jessie, from our
circ. hete, but how sanuch more are they missed from
the lc. ely homes in which they lived. How litile did
any of us think last Sahbath, when they were here
with us, that the call should come sv soon to these two
deargirls. Toany one of as it may come belore next
Tuesday. At the best, we will only miss them a few
short years, then for us the mourncrs will go atout
the streets, but if they miss one of us up yonder—oh !
think of it—it will be “ forever and forever” Mary
and Jessie were lovely in their lives, and in death they
are not divided,
A few short years of evil past,
We teach the happy shore,
Where death-divided friernds at last,
Shall meet to part no more.”

The golden text of our lesson to-day is a very impres.
sive one : ““ So then every one of us shall give an ac-
count of himself to God.” To everyone He has com-
mitted a sacred trust, the salvat.on of our immortal
souls. May we occupy till He come, and when called
to give in our fina! account, may it be with jop and
not with grief ; each one teacher and scholar enabled
10 say : * Here am 1, Lord, and they also whom Thou
hast given me ;" and the answer will be sure to come,
“Well done gond and faithful servant, enter into the
Joy of thy Lord.”

LEGAL SUPPRESSION OF THE LIQUOR
TRAFFIC AND THE CHURCH COURTS.

MR. EDITOR,—Whatever differences of opinion
there may be among those who are labouring for the
good of their fellow.men, as to the best methods of
accomplishing the ends they have in view, all good
men must rejoice that human well-being and the
good of the country generally, as affected by the
drinking customs and the liquor traffic, is receiving at
the present moment such a large measure of atten-
tion from so many earnest, intluential, Christian, and
patriotic men.  In commen with many private mem-
bers and ministers in our Church, 1 was painfully
affected and somewhat disappointed by the action
taken by the Presbytery of Toronto, and scine of the
remarks made ut a recent meeting of that Presby-
tery, and at the meeting of the Synod of Toronto and
Kingston, by brethren justly held in high esteem,and
who wield a powerful influence: throughout our Church
and the whole country, Their sentiments cannot but
have great weight with all who know these brethren—
and who in the Presbyterian Church in Canada, at
the very least, does not know them ?—and it is both
becawse 1 cannot agree with their sentiments, and
because 1 think the widespread publication of them
through your columns is calculated to retard the pro-
gress and final triumph of 2 great philanthropic
Christian undertaking, that I venture to call still fur-
ther attention to them. 1 had departed from any in-
tention of doing so until I read the communication of
the Rev. Mr. Laing in your issue of the 20th ult,
which is so much i line with the views and acts re-
ferred to.

I do not misunderstand the sentiments of these
brethren, 1 think, and nothing can be farther from my
jintention than in tite smallest measure 10 misconstrue
them. They are as anxious as any in the community
for the entirc removal of the evils of intemperance,
and they are as conscientious and upright in canying
out their convictions as the most conscientious of
those who differ from them as to how this is to be
eflected. The whole question at issue is, as to the
propriety or expediency of making use of one special
means, in addition to many others, of combating the
evils of intemperance and the traflic in strong drink—
the latter mainly as implied in the former. This
4 1estion is, further,as to the propriety or expediency of
Christian ministers, intheir conduct as ministers gen-
erally, through Church courts more particulasly, and
of Church courts in their corporate capacity, making
any use of legislation, or taking cognizancein any way
of the action of gur legislatures as regands this sub.
ject of temperance. 1 beg respectfully, to submit
the following consideration to your readers by way of
friendly criticism of the words and actions of esteemed
bretkren from whomn 1 differ, and with 2 view tocoun;
teract in some minds possibly, the unfavourable effect

which I fear may result frum the position which they
have taken :

l. It would appear to be a wrong position to take,
or il the word wrong be too strong, at least an unwise
position to take—one that mighilead a Chtistian min.
istez and Church courts often to compromise them.
selves by taking questionnble ground or actior not
sufficiently pronounced In 1elation to a great pualic
evil or good either—to say that a Christian wninister
or Church court, as such, should mever appeat to
legislation for aid or call legisiation in question. ht
may be sald that “we do not take that position.”
But if ever any question, apart from one dircctly as.
sailing the character and privileges of Chusches and
ministers as such, would wattant the intetfesence of
ministers and Church courts {n their official charac.
ter, turely this present question is such aone. If
this case, having s0 many and such vitally important
bearings upon national hife, upon public morals, upon
the character, purity, and ability of the Church to at.
tain some of the most important objects for which it
exists—if this case will not warrantappeal tothe legis.
lature by ministers and Church courts, as such, then
it would appear that no case almost at all could ever
warn...” it, and that therefore we are ot wrong sn as-
cribing it to them as their position, ..at in no caseis
it wise or expedient to appeal to the legislature for
aid in a matter most deeply affecting public morals,

11, Perhaps it may only be putting the same argu-
ment in a somewhat different shape, but we put it in
this shape aleo, as itsforce may thus be more obvious
to some minds. 1 quite agiee that ministers and
Church courts, as such, should not, except for good
reasons, appeal to or call in question the action of the
legislatute, however fres they may feel to do s0 as
citizens ; but if it is at all a correct principle, and it
is one which the common judgment of mankind
sanctivns and acts upon every day, “that special
cases require special treatment, desperate diseases
demand desperate remedies ;" then this is such a
case as does not only warrant but loudly call for
special action, If, however, a minister says, in an-
swer to such a call, and a Church court does the
same: “ We cannot do anything in our official char.
acter ; we do not consider that we are called upon to
do anything in that character, but we feel bound to
do all we can, and we shall do all we can in every
other character and in every other way.” Doesthisnot
amount to a very plain, practical inconsistency, which
the world will be very quick to undenand, while it
will be blind to the putely logical aspect of the case,
and will it not be equivalent to a denial of the prac-
tical axiom that * special cases warrant special treat.
ment2” We hope, therefore, that the friends of
temperance, to the extent of the entire prohibition of
the liquor traffic, will not be deterred from urging
their case upon Church courts, and bringing *heir
powesful influence to bear upan and help forward the
triumph of, perhaps, the very greatest moral reform
of our time.

Let it be noticed also in this connection that the
opinions of these respected brethren, and others who
think with them, are not shared by many whaose
judgment even they will cheerfully admit is entitled to
the utmost respect.  1s it not a thing which everyone
knows that the Churches of the mother country,
as a rtule, at the present {ime have committees
appointed to watch the course of legislation on cestain
matters of great public interest, and again and agan
have cppealed to Parhament by petition, and the
ministry for the time being by deputation, to enact
such and such legislation, ur to protest against un-
favourable legislative action? Did not the Synod of
Hamiltoa and London at its late meeting take io its
official character very unmistakable action on the
subject of education? And if we mistake not, the
Preshytery of Taronto itsell appointed a commuttes
some time. ago—perhaps it is still in existence—to
watch legislation, and of course with a view to mak.
ing its great inflasnce f{clt upon it in the matter of
legalizing marriage with a deceased wife’s sjister?
Why then this sudden and very great succeptibility as
to the propricly of a Presbytery or Synod taking any
action in its official character upon a matter which
the.world at large certainly considers of ,ungpeakably,
greater importance..

111, 1n harmony also.with what has just been said,
in the case of what is adniitted to be a prevailing,
pestilential, and utterly distinctive vice hike intemper-

ance, and haneful traffic like that in liquor, there dozs

not appear to me, and I cannot. think that there will !
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to most—at least [ hopa not—any suflicient groundy,
warrant making a distinction between what ane'y ac.
tion should be, and what is right and called for, ay ,
simple private citizen, and what it should be and why
Is called for in one’s capacity as a minister of i,
Gospel. [ must say, sir, with the utmost defetencery
those who think differently, that, when the questioy
concems tte suppression of vice and crime and mj,.
ery of every kind, hound up inseparably with inten.
petance, it calls for the whole of avery man'sinfiuence
in every way not morally wrong to combat these
evils, and if possible root them out altogether, Thjs
distinction set up in questions of this sort appeats 1
be groundless and (raught with perilous consequence
il gencrally adopted, both to e individuals who mak,
it and to movements affecting. the public good, |
hupe that those who may have been led to falter o
their action in this matter on account of the weigh
they attach 1o the views of those who have take
their stand upon this distinction, will welgh the my.
ter well before they take the resposibility.of wap,
holding their influence in ¢e1¢ry capacity from secu.
ing a great good to A vast number of:their fellowines,

| had intended saying a few words upon a poy
relerred to by Mr. Laing, but [ am already too lenp.
thy and tmust leave that for the present. 1 truy,
siry that in all that I have said thera is nothing why
can wound, as | am sure there is nothing that is meay
to do so. As frieadly and full and frack discussiog
of this subject is desirable, that the r ¢rht waytoaitay
what so mauy are striving after at present may b
cleatly pointed out and correctly entered upon, as
since as yet we have had nothing but the mezgre re
ports of the press of the opinions of the brethiey
whose views and course kave been called in questor, [
might 1 suggest that it is due to themselves and cosd
only result in good, if any one of them would give
somewhat in detail his reasons (or a coyrse which 5 [
many who love and respect them, and who wouy K
greatly like to have all their influence with them, & B
not think is the one which the gravity of the case .
peratively calls far, and which in the present circun. B
stances of the Church and of the country isthe wiseq B
and best. W. D, BALLANTYSE

Psmbroke, May 27k, 1851,
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RESIGNATION.,

“ Resignation Is the courage of Cbristian sorros; §i8

says Vinet. Excellent definition. Itisnot the effex |
inacy of luxurious grief, which makes an 1dol o ¢
trouble ; itis the brave, heroic endurance which saps B
of the ravages of sin, * An enemy hath done ths” I
and of the cruel affliction of sickness and death, Ty ¥
work bears the finger-marks of the adversary ; neve:.
theless 1 will bear these ills in such a manner asx &
snatch a victory from the foe, and turn bis evil pz X3
pose 1o my good.” In a word, let us sorrow withex 8

losing either our self-respect or our reverence. Let o R

gricve deeply at the moral disorder with which it i
wotld is filled, without trying to reason ougselves o i

the conviction that st is order under a different guie J5#

L=t us submit to sickness without trying to belent

that it is only the reverse side of spiritual health ; ki JiS

us bow to bereavement without feeling czlled upont &
deny that there is such a thing ar “the sung B
death,” and that there is a dreadful enemy, froz 353

which fesus came to dehiver us ; but an enemy stll- Ji8

aven “him that kath the powee of death, that s, tis
devil®. The Watchword,

I7 is said of Thomas Atnold that as he neared
death he bad 2 returning love for the great veawn! 3
truths of Christianity. He had, for atime, been mud I8
given to speculation, and had experienced . many har 38
rassing doubis, but as he drew near the realiues of the
cternal world, he lost all interest in the abtiuse ques
tions that bad troubled him, and fell. back ip ripesed
conviction on the old familiar truths, Others wh
appeared for a time in.the boas'ful “school of &
vanced thought,” have had like experience.. As deat
drew near they turned away from disjracting specols: i
tions and renewed their grasp, firmer thau ever, ont
simple, vital truths of religion. . These is a lesse [N
here for, all. It shews that the old, familiar, funis (S8
mental, long and well established truths are not toke
supeiseded by mere human theories, of religion I [
has a special lesson for ministers, that they hest sut
their personal comfort and uscfulness, by keepiy
themselves and their preaching close to the exer
precicus truths of the old Gospel of salvation.




