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endeavaured ta imprcss upon your niintio. i.t To
niake manifest Ilii great pawer anti giory. andl, To
Impress ita wilt an hbiding senst of Ilii great rieur.
neas. 3rd, Il De ye n1sc rcady, (or in such an hour as
>e think not flie Son afi Man conicth." WVe miss tht
lo ed anal absent cnies, Mary andi jessie, (rom our
cïrc.- hete, but haw ttauch mare are they niissed frams
the îc.eiy hoines in which ti:ey liveti. Haw littie dial
any of us îbink lait Saibath, whcn they wer hiere
with ci, flmi the caîl slîouid couic su soon tn these iwo
dear girls. To any ane ai as it may cornebetore next
Tuesday. At the best, wc wili only misa them a «ew
short yenre, tîmen for tus the mourmacrs uili go al-out
tlic itreets, but if they miss oine of us oup yondcr-oh !
îhink ot lt-lt *ii1 ho "/otnv andi fo.rr.» 'Mary
anti Jessie were ioveiy ini thcir lives, anal in deati they
.are not divideti.

"A reu ahrt ypars of cvii paît,
NWe teach time h:pjmýy shore,

'%Vhedesth.duvitled triendAilait,
Shall meet ta part no mnore."

Tht golden text ai aur leason ta-day la a very Inîpres-
sive cnt : IlSo then evcry one a( us shall give an ac-
coui of iîseif ta Goal." To cveryone H-e has coin-
mitteal a sacreal trust, tic saivat.an of aur Immartal
seuls. May we occupy titi Hc corne, andi when calleti
ta give in our final accauni, may it ho witb joy andi
flot wh grief; tcds ont teacher anti scholar enabieti
Ia say : Illieno arn 1, Lord, ant hey also whom Thou
hast given Inie ; anal tic answer will be surot ta carne,
IlWeil donc gond anti (aitiful servant, enter into the
j>)y of thy Lord.»

LEGAL SUPPRES81ON 0F TUE LIQUOR
TRAFFIC AND THE CiH VRCIICURS

Mlit. EDITOR,-WVbalever difrèences af opinion
there miy be aniong those who are labouring for tht
good of tudr lellow.unen, as lu the besi niethodu of
accomplishing the endls they have in vicw, a]l gondi
meni MuFt rejoice that human weJIibeing anal tht
good. af thc country gencrilly, as afiecteti by tht
drînkiuag customs anal the liquor traffic, is receiving ai
tie prescnit moment suci a large useasure of atten-
lion (rom so many earnest, iznuucntial, Christian, anal
patriotic. nien. In commen with many privat mcm-
bers anti ministers In aur Church, 1 was paintully
affecteti anti somewhat dusapp-.inît- by the action
taken by tht Presbylty of Toronto, andi scint ot the.
remarks mnade sai a recent meeting ai that l>resby.
îcry, andl at tht meeting ofthbe Synod of Toronto andi
Kingston, by bretbren justly helti in high esteem,and
wio witld a powerfuli nfluence. îhrougbcut aur Churcli
anti tic whli country. Their sentiments cannaI but
have grea weighî wiîh ail who know ihesto breîhren-
anda who in tht Preshyterian Churcb in Canada, ai
the very Irait, dots not know îiiem ?-and it is boti
becasse 1 cannot agite with ilcir sentiments, anti
because 1 think the widlespread publication af thems
through yaur columna la calculatid 10 retard the pro-
gress anti final triumph, cf -% great pianthropic
Christian undertaking, that 1 venture 10 cail slil fur-
ther attention ta ticîn. I bail departeti (roir any ln-
tention cf doing so until 1 reaci the communication of
the Rev. Mr. Laing ln, your issue cf the 2oth uit.,
which la sai much in line witb th-- views anti acta te.
ferreci ta.

I do not misundersianal the sentiments et these
bretiren, 1 ihink, anti nothing can be farther from îny
intention than inftict sniallest measure ta miscorustrue
ute. They are as anxiaus as any in the community
for tht entire renioyai af the evils of intemperance,
and they are as canscienious anti upright ln cars ying
out uder convictions as the moisi conscienîlous of
tbose who 4111cer (rom thtm as ta how this is ta bc
effecteti. The wliole question a:t issue is, as ta the
propriety or expedicncy of makcing use af ont special
means, ln addition ta many otiers, ci combating tht
eviii of intemperance andi the tr;u*ffic in strong dritik-
the latter mainly, as implicti in the former. This
q estion is, furthcras la tht proprieiy eirexpedicncy cf
Cliristiasi ministers, in theïr conduct as riinustera gen-
erally, through Chiîrch courts more particuLlauy, anti
of Churcia courts la their corporas capacity, makiui
any use of legisLation, or taking cognirance in any way
of the actioli o(tur legislatures as rçgarIs tuis sn>-
ject of temperansie I ibçg mectfuiy, to subînif
tht (oilowing consideration tai your readers by way ai
triendly criticismn of the w;ords andi actions ofesteemeti
breîhren (rom Who I 1iiffr, anti with a view ta cauir-,
tcracî i some mincis possibly, the untvourablt cifec
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whlich 1 féar may resuit (sort the position which thcy
have takten i

1. It wouid appear to ho a wrong position ta take,
or if the word wtong ho 10e sîrong, it itt an unwise
position toi take--ont that might Ilad &%Christian main.
ister andi Çhurch courts ofien to compromise tieni.
selves by takling questionnbic graunti or action not
sufficiently pranouiced i n iclaîlon ta a great p.ielc
cvii or good eitber-to say that a Chtisti;tn sninister
or Church court, as such, shoulti M<ver appeai tn
legisiation for aid or cail legisiailon In question. It
niay ho muid that Ilwe do flot taire that position."
Blut Il ever any question, apari froms anc dircctly as-
sailing the. characier andi privileges of Quîiches Andi
înlnlsters as àucli wouid warianl the lnteifesence ai
mnmisters nti Church courts in their officiai charac.
ter, tnrely this prescrit question lis such a onc. If(
this case, hivinfi sa nany andl such viiaily Important
bearings upon national life, upon public marais, open
the chiracter, purity, andi abiiity ai the. Church ta ai.
tain somti ci the most important objecta (or which it
exista-il titis case wull not warrant appeal go the Iegis.
lature by mintaters andi Church couts, as sncb, then
ih wouid appear tiai no case aimost ai ail roulti ever
warrh.. if, and thai therciore wc arfe t wrong in as-
cribing it 10 them as their position, ..jat in na case la
it wise or expedient ta appeai to the legisiature for
aid in a matter mail deepiy siflccting public moraik

Il. l>chaps it may oniy ho putting the saime argu-
ment in a someshat différent shape, but wc put itin.
this shape aira, as Its force rnay thus ho mare obviaus
ta sonne mincis. 1 quit. agice that minlaters and
Church courus, as sucb, shouid not, except for good
meatons, appeai On or cai in question the action afute
legislatute, bowever fte tbcy may (tel to do ao as
cititens ; but if it I at ail a correct princîple, andi it
la anc whlch the commun jutigment of itiankinti
sanctions andl acta upan cvery day, Il tai speciai
cases require speciai trealment, desperate diseasca
demanti desperate remedies ; " then titis la such a
case as dona not only warrant but loudly cail for
speciai action, If, however, a mnislter sayrs, in an-
suer ta sucla a caUl, and a Church court dots thc
sane: " Ve cannai do anything In onu officiai char.
ac.er; we do fat comiider that wt arc called upon to
do nnything la that character, but wc (ccl bound tn
do ail we can, andl we shali do ail Ive cars in cvery
ailier character ant i tavery aiher way." boca ibis not
amouni lu a very plan, practicai inconsistency, whîch
the werid wili bo vcry qalick to underîand, whilc if
will be biind On the purely logical aspect of the case,
andl wiil it not bc equivaleni 10 a denial of the prac-
tical axiom that Il speciai cases warrant special trcat-
ment ?» %Vc hope, therciore, tht the friends of
temnpcrance, ta the extent of the entire prohibition oi
the liquor traffic, wili flot bc deterreti (rom urging
glatir case open Churcli courts, anti bringing 'heur
powetful influence In bear upon andi help forward the
triumph af, perhaps, the very greatest moral refoins
at our time

Let it bc noticeti alto in ibis connection liai the
opinions ofîbhese respectti brethren, anti aihers Who
think with tiet, are flot sbared by many whose
judgrnent even they will cheerfully admit la entitieti ta
the utmost respect, la it not a thing which evcMyne
knows that the Churches of thc mother cou.ntry,
as a rule, ait the prescrnt lime have committecs
appoinieti to waîch thccouraof legislatona on certain
matters of great public interest, andi Again, andi again
bave zppeaiced ta Parliament by petttion, andi the
ministry for the tiine being by deputation, ta enaci
suc.h anti such legilLtion, tir ta pratest against un-
tavourable legislative action? D id not the Synod of
Hamilton anal Li)nton at its late meeting take in is
officiai character very uninistairable action on the
subject of education ? Andi if we mistake not, the
Prcbytery of Toronto itself appoînteti a cominîttee
same lime, ago--periaps it is still in existence-to
watch legistation, andl of course waîh a view On niak.
ing its great influence ÏcIt upon it in the matter ai
legalizing niarriage, with a deccased wiie's sister?
Why then this sudens and very great succeptibiity as
to the propricty ifa Pgesbytery or Synod taking any
action in its officiai characier upon a matter which
the.world, at large.centainly consider of,unspcakiby,

gr1a1. îtibaonyice.-th g. sbe
III.~~~~~~~~~~ .i anoyaloil ht a utb said,

in the cas of what la aditîtid ta be a prcs'ailing,
pestilential, andi utierly distinctive vice like inempïr-
ance, andi bantful traffic lilce thai in iqtsar, there d"2s
not appear 10 me, and 1 cannai- think thai iherewrili i

<Ia.t, tits.O

Ia miot--at leasi 1 hope nor-any suficientgtoundt,
wra rant makinîg a distinction betwectt vthxt ott, xý
dion should be, and what lis right and callcd for, As a
simple privale citizen, and whai IL thoulti b. and wbai
ls caileti for in one'a c.ipacity as a minister ci ttt
Gospel. 1 niust say, sir, with the ulmsost dtdetenrit 9
those -who think difl'crcntiy, that, wbers the queiiîo
concerni tie suppression of vire and crime and mi,,.
ery of every kinci, houtid op inscparably witi ntea.
petance, kt calis fer the icholeaf every man's Influence
Ini cvcry way nnai morally wrong to comnbat theje
evils, andi if possible foot them out allogether. Tis
distinction set op In questions of ibis sout Appeau to
bc grotinuilesa and (raught with peuilaus c0fjltien<l
If genctally adoptid, boilhI tt Iiindividugis who makt
it andl ta mavemrents affecting, the public gooti. 1
hupe that those Who inay have been led ta talter ts
their action In tbis flatter on accoant of tbe wtigt:
îhey attach to the Vlows of those Who have îalc"
thecir stand uipon this distinction, wiIl %%cigh the mat.
ter wcli bciort thcy take the resposibility. or wik
holding their influence In #te'y cpacity (rom sm~.
tng a great gond wo a vasn numnber cofiheit (eitowînea.

1 had intended saying a (ew words upon a poibt
referteal ta by NIr. Laing, but 1 arn already 100 len.
thy andi must Ibave that for the. prescrit. 1 fruit
sir, that ii ail that 1 have saiti there is nathing %tm
can wound, as 1 arn sure there i. nothing thati inmtact
to do sn. As (riendly andl full anud (rark discussuoq
of this subject la desirable, that the r gjbt way ta attaa
wbat s0 rnatîy aie striving after ai present ziay lit
clcarly pointed out and correctiy entced upon. &M4
since as yeî we have baad nothing but the flîcagre Se
ports of the press of the opinions of the bretbtu
whcse vieilli andi course have bern cailed in cluestic;
might 1 suggest that ifi. due ta thems.elvcsand co*l
only resuit in gooti, if any one o( thon wouiri glie
sosnewhat in detail his reasons (or a ýcourse which s*
rnany who loe andi respect them, and who vroci
greaîiy like tOn have ail thtir Influence i.1th thein, de
flot îhink la thc ane which the Rraviiy InÏ the case i>
pcrativcly calîs fqr, andi which In the prescrit circu.
stances ai the Cburcb and at tbe country la the wîse•
andi besl. \. 1). BLIÀLMTY\.

RESIGNA TOAI.

"Rcsignation las the courage of Christian teoir,
saya Vinet. Exce *llen>t definitlon. Itis fot thteffea.
inicy ai luxurious grief, wbich makes an idoldc
trouble i t is the brave, heroic en 'durance. whicb sari
or the ravages ai sin, "An cnemy bath donc thsf
a.d ai the cruel affliction of sickness and dratb, "TLt
wVork bearb the fingcr.marks o.' the adversary, neve.
theless 1 wjll bear these ilii in sucb a nianner x: »
snatcb a victory (ron: the for, andi tutu bis cvil pu
pose Io niy good." In a word, lei us sorrow wihcu
losi Sig cither our sel f-respcct or ou r revoreuce. Lai o
grieve deepiy rit the moral disorder with which Il
wtmila is filleal, wiîhout trylflg taI reason ourselvesir
the conviction that if la orticr under a diî«ctent guist
Ltt us subm 'if te sicbFncss wiîl 3out trying to bicIsrt
that it is only the reverse aide of spiritual beaith , kt
tis bow Io bttcavemerit without fteling *crled upon tb
deny that there la such a thing ar -ihe sting rÀ
dcath," andi that there ia a dreadftal enemy, fro
which Jesus came ta deliver us ; but an cnerny sill-
nven Il iti that hurItA the j5ow'' of itea1A, (liai si, k
li/Y. The ll'atcA:vo-d

IT is said of Thomas Ainoi that as bc nearol
dcath ho bad a retutning love for tht gitat %ealni
tnaths of CIrîstianity. ic had, (or a imebeen m2dc
givcpi to speculatioma. and bati cxpeicnccdmany Wa~
rassing doubis, but as lie drew ceurthe nafitcs oftbo
eternai %orid, ho lait ail intçrcst ini the abttuse qe.
tions tbat iiad îroubled hinm, and (cil ýback iu ripeud
conviction on the old. familiar trutbs. Others wid
appearcd for a time in -tSie bos'.fu1 "achoal ofae,
vancti though.,'> bave liat i kmexpezx'Oýe.. Ai dea
drew nea-r they turneti away ftrm dis;racting spccali
lions and ti ewed tbeir grasp, firnier thanever, onil*
simple, vital. truths of religion. . Thwko is a le=so
here for, ill. it sbws that the o aid1 aa, (unâe
mental, 1 Iong and weli estabiished t«utbs are flot to bc
supeiedeti br mtre hiuman tbeories,ot religion. Il
lias.- special, zL snqrý niiniserir, ah.at tbey heat Rdi
their posMsnal camiort aîsd usifuines,, by keepig
themstlves andi their preacbing close to the cru-
precinus truths of thé olti Gospc(svation.


