
TI'E INI)IAN NATIONS.

frcquently bellore tliey have spolien ta ecdi
otiier. WVhen the contr.;ct is flot maîde by the
parents, the Indian youtlî, lirviiig fixed i s af-
fections on sonie young wrninnn, viII îniale bis
wisli known te bis inother, or soinc particîilar
t'riend, te whose care lie commit, the prcsents
he has prcpared for tic occasion ; thcse gene-
rally consist or' a fine blanket, gowvn, and lcg-
ginga for the objcct of his love ; ani a kettle,
sack of corn, or soîne other article for ber pa-
rents. If tiiese presents are rccivcd, it is ai.
once understood that the ofl;br is azcccpted.-
Since the introduction of' the firc-i'aicr2 tlicy
have fourni a sad substitute for the kettle, and
other useful articles, as prcscnts to tue parents
of the bride.

There is great reserve and dccency obscrveil
by the young femaies, and flot to iaintain it
wvouid bc to lese the spotlcssness of their char-
acter, and bring on thcmseives tlîe reproacit of
the oid people. The pcriod of their courtsiiip
is flot gencraily protracted beyond a fcw months;
when it is terxninatcd by the young mian's
taking his chosen companion a tcedding trip.
For severai days, wviercvcr night overtaoes
thern, there they pitcli the %vigwarn, and spend
the days in shooting or flshing, the bride stccr-
ing the canoe. IVien this excursion is ended,
thcy return with the produci. of the chase, %vhich
they present te the parents of the bride, Iaying
it at the xnother's feet ; and %vitlî thcmn tlîey
continue te reside, as the parents consîder they
have a claim on tlieir industry and support until
they have a family of their own te maintain.-
On this account the parents are always ansious
that their daughtcrs shouid manry good iîunt-
ers. Aithough ne public vowvs arc mnade, Dor
ceremonies pcrformcd, at the marriagecs cf the
Indians, it is surprizing how seidoni their mnu-
tuai engagements are violated, they geceraily
consider them as binding as those %vbose obli-
gations, in a Christian country, have been more
solemnly recognized.

TRPATMENT OF TIIE We3EM< DY TIMJAIEN.
As is tho case with ail Pagan nations, the

Indiaiî men look îîpoi tlîeir %voinen as an infe-
rior race of' being:z, wvlin Iliey consider wcre
crcatcd offly l'or t liseoetheie n. WVith this
idea tlîey treat tieni as inenials, and impose on
them ail the drudgcries eft' savage life, sucb as
in-ahing the igaproviding fuel fer the fire,
planting and lioeing the Indian corn or maize,
fetclîing tlie venison and bcar's nhcat f'rom the
wvoods %% lierc flic man sliot it ; in short, ail the
liard work falls upou the woeinn, and it auay be
trîîly said of Ilîcîn tha. thîey are the slaves of
theirlhusbands. J tlucwigwam tlie men occu-
py tl: bcst plnces, Icaving sucli part;as are
inost exposed te tlie unclemency of' the wvcathcr
for the poor wounen ; and in regard te their
food, tic wvomcn eat the coarsesi. parts eof the
mecat, or wliat the men icave. '%Vhon travel-
ling, the mcn aiways %walk on before, it wvould
be considered great presumptien for tho wvile
te wvalk by lier husband's aide, she therefore
keeps at a respcctftîl distance. I have eftcn
seen tie hisband start w'itl nething but bis
grun or bow and arrews, and tlue poor wvile at
some distance behind wvould be scea trudging
and ben ding under the wvciglit of ail thcirgoods,.
witu a clàld oftcn packcd in the midst eof mate-
riais for building the wigrwam ; this they car-
ry about witli thcm in ail their journeyings,
whlich soon makes themn decrepit. The mon
have an idea that ut is unmanly and di;graceful
fer thorm te be seen doing any tbing which they
censider beiongs te the %vomen's department.

1 ~s scavcely cver sepr any tiling like so-
ciai intercourse betwvcen husband and %vife, and
it is remarkable tlîat the women say very littie
in the presence eof the mcn.

Since the introduction eo' thefire-traters, the
iniseries et' the Indian women have been in-
creased ten-fold by the crucifies and ill-treat-
ment of thecir drunken hitsbands ;-severai
instances have oceurred, within my own recel-
leetion, et' the wvonien dying frora the injuries
they have received. Paganism and intemper-
ance cause the serrev, degradatien, and ruin of'
Indian femnales!


