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us what we would view as a caime. 1 hope, there-
fore, you will withdraw it ; if'not, with every dispo-
sition to be respectful, in my own name and that of
my brethren and our poople, I pronounce it a
ELANDER.

Of your remarks on Mr. Roaf?’s speech I takeno
notice, because Mr. R. is very able to answor
for himsell should he deem any reply nceessary;
and because the position which you occupy not
merely eutitles you,to defend your principles and
your brethren when you judge them unfnirly dealt
with, but imposes their defenee on you as a duty.

Begging, (what I conecivk } might claim as an
act of simple justice,) tho insertion of this in your
paver at your earliest convenience, 1 subscribe
myself,

Yours respectfully,
A. LILLIE,
Secrctary to the Congregational Union
. of Canada TVest.
‘Toronto, 20th June, 1842,

The Horbinger.

MONTREAL, JULY 15, 1842,
-’

Sririt or % THE CrurcH.»—1We elsewhere
insert a letter from the Rev. A. Lillie of To-
yonto, o the Editofof the ¢ Church,” in con-
tradiction of a calumny which the latter ven-
tured to advance against the Congregational
hody,—and which,after the lapse of a suffic’~ ¢
time to deprive him of the plea of unreflecting
haste, he has repedted in terms still more offen-
sive,
otherwise, we should Eeve deemed it impossi-
ble that any one pretending to so much histo-
rical knowledge as might suffice even for a
partizan, could call in question, much less deny,
the loyalty of a body so distingaished for the
virtuous and high-minded support which they
have ever given to the just claims of civil
government, and who, from the revolulion of
1688 to the present hour,bave been the warm,
devoted,and sclf-denied upholders of the throne
of England. This Editor must, indeed, be
much at a loss for materials wherewith to make
good his unrighteous accusation, when he
resorts to the stale and hackneyed witticism of
Salmasius, touching the death of that ¢ glo-
rious martyr,”” Charles 1, and attributes this
to the operation of Congregational principles !!
Yet consistency, even in error and absurdity,
ciaims some measure ~f respect, and the inte-
rests of society, controled as they are by a

wisdom which ¢ outof evil still educes good,”*
may ultimately be promoted hy this Editor’s
chatecteristic disregard of truth and honesty.

But for the ¢ stubborn fact > that it isy

THE HARBINGER.

We are-therefore, rather pleased than othen-
wise to find himin a foot-note to Dr. Bagot’s,
episcopal charge, speaking thus of the infa-
mous Laud—¢ Archbishop Laud, of blessed
and glorious memory.”?  Blessed and glorous
indeed ! although the meek and lovely Leigh-
ton was condemned by him, as the punishiment
for his protest against prelacy, and for this
alone, 1o lose his ears, to have his nose slit, and
his forehead branded with the initial letters of
the words ¢ seditious slanderer,’”—and after
all this cruel mutilation, fo pay a fine of £10,-
000! In such records of tyranny and blood,,
the ¢ blessed memory > oi Laud haslong been
embalmed, and, now that England has become
ashamed of the ¢ glorious” deposit, our con-
sistent contemporary claims the honour of pre-
serving “it.  Who shall dispute his claim?
Where could the admirers of the ¢ glorious®
Archbishop find a more befitting cenotaph than
the pages of « The Church ?»

CHRISTIAN PRINC{PLES.
NO. 1L

Our first paper concluded with an explicit
disclaimer of all human authority, in matters
of religion. Such authority, by whomsoever
asserted and maintained, is a direct and pre-
sumptuous usurpation of the Divine preroga-
live ; and is, besides, as foolish and as futile,
as itis positively criminal. The mind of man,
tcannol, in any instance, be the object of legis-
lative enactment, since its thoughts and feel-
ings, being beyond the reach of human obser-
vation, are to the same extent, and for the
 same reason, beyond it’s jurisdiction. Human
authority, indeed, when aided in its exercise
by civil power, may prescribe certain forms of
words, and certain external practical observ-
ances; and in the event of disobedience, may
exact its penalties,and inflict it’s punishments ;
‘but, in the absence of words and actions, it has
no meaps of judging, as to the existence or
non-existence of 1cligious seniiment; and
every page of history demonstrates, how easi-
ly hypocrisy can impose upon the keenest
perspieacity of man, and how, when human
authority, civil or ecclesiastical, has dared to
enact laws far conscience, and arrogate the
right to rule over ¢thé thoughts and intents of
the heart”—the effect has been either to en-
gender duplicity and reduce religion to a mere
rodtine of barren formelities; or élse, to youse
the spirit of resistance to a species of tyran-
ny, of all others the most revolting, because




