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did not scein to be particularly coinnon; but after that it became
more noticeable. Large flocks frequently flew over, their louu
hoarse croak being audible for long distances over the prairie.* On
Septeniber 7th a specimen was brought in having a curious mpl-
formation of the bill, which vas cvidently due to a gun-shot, as the
right humerus had also been broken. The upper niandible was
bent a good deal to the !eft, as well as having the tip strongly
turned downwards. A notch had been worn in the side of the
lower inandible where the upper one crossed it, but the former vas
normal ia all other respects. As the bird was only wounded
slightly in the wing, we kept him alive in order to learn how, with
such an awkward instrument for a bill, he contrived to take his
meals; for the fine condition he was in clearly showed that he had
some means of su doing; and in a few hours lie was tane enough
to show us how. W- placed soine pieces of bread upon the floor
which, being hard and flat, probably puzzled the bird more than
if it had been soft or uneven; but, by standing directly over them
and putting down his head till it was almost between his legs and
the crown nearly on the tloor, lic contrived to get the piece of
bread between his mandibles.

The Whiskey Jack, 'er;sorrus canadcnsis, probably breeds in
the dense taniarac s amp south of Carberry, as a young specimen
was shot there by Mr. Seton in A;igust.

The Blue Jay, C;)anocitta cristat, is common, but appears to
be nigratory,-partially at fea.st,---leaving in winter, though res-
ident farther south.

(To bc conltiie(d.j
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ASPH1AL T
In about the erntre of the island of Trinidad, a dot in the Caribbean

Sea, just off the coast of Veneziuea, there is an asphalt lake. It is said to
cover about one hundred acres and is apparent1y inexb1tible. It is a
black sandy substance, and is believed to be crude rotten petroleuim. A
singular feature of the substance is that, although about fifty thousand tons
are taken out of this lake annually, it constantly fills up so that there is no
lessening of the supply. This singular lake of paying inaterial is owned
by the Venezuelan governnent, but leased to a conpany in Washingtou.
-Philadelj>hia Times.


