
tliNiiir knc i\\ 1< (l-f, tliiiik tin III .. i\. j'« t l>.(;tiy culiH'< t' lit l'»

Ktutil Up iikI tcarh every one. How many uiy that they
li.i\ »' .111 11 IK tioii froin al>')vr, ainl kti>>\\ r\t'rytliitiv,', \^ lMt«';iH

tlu- H()i\ >«|)iiil sa\s. " It a Miaii tliiiik«tli hr kiiowttli .iny-

tliiiij,', Ik kiiDwttli iiotlutiK )it as lu; ought to kllo\^ it."

\\ lulr llu If IS

\iiIIIIN(; SACKkDOTAL

III tin- f'hristiafi iiiiiiistiA. .iikI aii\ att( mpt to (Ic\atc any
lloil\ <ll IlKIl into a |>IHstl\ < IStr, .IS it tlK\- Uclf ill a

spt'cial -^t ii-^c tli< lot III (lod, IS ultcrK suli\cisi\c ot ("liris

ll.llllt\, still Ur 111114 IICMI tor^'ct tll.lt It ll.lS ph'.isfd ("lod

to < .ill < Lit. nil incn to otJK i.il positions in IIis ("Iiuk h, .iiid

th.it tlicrfforc the (linsti.in ininistiy i^ st.imped with .i

p»( nli.iiK sacred < h.ir .Kt< i . lo dt'spise it is to despise

our Saviour s ^ootl k''^^' •""' '"' throw coiiteinpt on Mis
iiirnute wisdom. I'.iul. in .ill his l.ihours lor the ('hur< h,

reroi,'ni/e(| this j^'rand f.K t ; theretote it w.is his practuc to

Old, nil eldeis 111 e\<r\ ( hlir( ll, or CUlse them to he or<l.illied.

Nowhere did he le.ive aioiiip.iliy o( ("hristi.ihs without

soinc amoii^i them who should l.iliour in woid .iiid doctrnie

;

who shoiiM rule ;ind feid the floi k o! (iod; who should
(^'ive themselves wholly to this work, and keep themselves
therefore (hsentan;,dei| from the ordinary atf.iirs of life.

Such l.iliourers are spoken of umk'r various ti^,'ures in the

conte.xt. Tlii-y are soldiers, fif^ditin^,' for the ;,'reat Captain
of Salv.ition officers in Ills ;irmy. Some who follow

divisive courses would reor;<aiii/e this army, and have all

officers and no privates. They are ;ilso r7»f dnssirs, tend-
ing the vineyard he has planted and watiTed and hedf^ed

in. Thev are to preserve and tr.iir. and nourish the vines,

so that they may prtxluce al)un<iant Iruil. They an- also

flicplitrds, lo\inL; the sheep for whom the (iood Shepherd
iias died ; feediii;^^ them from day to day under the e\'e of

the (ireat Slu'pherd. who rose from the dead, and lookiiif,'

forward to that time when they shall present each one
l')lameless before the Chief Sliepherd in I lis kin^'dom of

f^dorv. They are also plouf^JiDicn, hreakin}^ up the fallow

f^aound li\' the plouj^di of repentance and conviction, cast-

inf^f in the f(ood seed of the eternal Word, harrowinf,' it

in by prayer and supplication, reapinj,' aiul threshinj^^ tlie

spiritual harvest on earth. They are also called oxen. This

i-


