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m PARL. REGISTER, 58 Geo. III. ISlS.—State of Inftrkr District of Gaspi. [SO

as soon after the t' rminntion of the American *ar, in 1 783, had

(•come complicated, inasmuch ns many transfers of the original

iterest vested by certittcates liiul taken place, ami many ol the pre-

ent claimants, are either dc»cenileiit'> from the nominees or jKirsons

i.mied to the ooeupancy therehy, or connected with them tlirnuf{li

1 chain of intermediate purchasers. In the legal interprelation of

Titles however, strictly taken, not one of these persons can be re-

[iiriled but as an occupant, although in every consideration of on

:iiuitalle nntitfe.that possession must attach the idea of property to

t. The exumination of the great number of such derivative claims

lands in Guspe, can only be made cHijctuaJly through the medium

)f l"onunissioncrs,and ho should, therefore jjive that plan his cordial

iiipport. The measure would be u salutory one, and would powcr-

(illy contribute to rftiice the melancholy impression which inthatdis-

rict. had long taken place, that it was both remote uiid neglected.

On the expediency of granting further supplies for the coniplet-

ng rnd finishing the Gaol and Court-Hull at New-Carlisle, lie

would not occupy the time of the House at present, for, he belie,

fed that matter would more properly Ix-come the enquiry of a Spe-

•ial Committee, which he hud no doubt, should receive every sntis-

flctory information as to the same. He was led, he said, fo iake

notice of the insonveiiiencies complained of by I'etitioriers residing

n the Dibtrict of Gnspe, for want of snflicient Jurisdiction of the

provincial Court, the cognizance of which was restricted to the

lum of Twenty pounds sterling. He bad no doubt in his miml but

that the above representation of inconvenience was well founded.

The Petitioners were of the most re8|)eclable desciiptio.i in

that Distriei, l)eing actually in the Magistracy, so that their repre-

sentation deriveil credibility i'roiii that circumstance, but, In fact,

they were, in point of interest, deeply concerned in the event of

the proposed alteration of the Judicature Act. As far as regarded

the district of Guspe, the words Magistrate and Merchant were, it

mig!it.besaid,svnonvmousorlnconvcrtible terms in that district.aiid

ill the Intter capaeity, they had no doubt, fully experienced the evil

for which they prayed a Icf-islative remedy. If we, indeed, attend

for a moment to the history of a suit at law, instituted by a Plain-

tiff resident in the dihtriet of Gaspe, in the Court of King's Bench

at Quebec, it will be plainly seen that the remote situation of these

in respect to each other, must render nugatory the legal rt-

niedy uflonltd at thcktterplace.and must inevitably operate nsa se-

riouidiscoura'-cment to creditors making their.just demands.For the

lime he had attended at the Bar of Quebeche had witnessed but few

instances of Litigation there.origiiiating from the district of Gaspe,

and was to led impute the circumstance to the same cause as the Pe-

titioners have done, and not to want of business thi-rc. The absence

of Litigation, he was aware, might be also imputed to the influence

of moral habits, as well as to the existence of trade and population,

for to his knowledge, some parts of the Province on a parity as to

these, wore, nevertheless, widely dilierentiii respcc to the produc-

jionoflaw suits. Dtigation, however, is as often a test of pub

lie prosprritv, and mav be regarded as one of the evils naturally

roiKomitant on an eiicreasing co.rmeree oiid population, and il,ing

iust III the same proportion, or, perlinps, a greater one. The detail

of a Suit at l.aw in the Court of King's Bench at Quebec, be-

twixt parties resident in the district of Gaspe, will clearly shew

how much the dincrcnt proceedings, which must take place, must

be injuriously delayed, by the great distance of the District from

Quebec. In the first place, the party living in the district of Gas-

1)6, and desirous of suing another inhabitant there, in the Court

of King's Bench at Quebec, must attend for that purpose,

or send up instructions to a Counsel or Attorney, to sue out and

transmit to theShcriirof Gaspe, for sernce, a summons, which, by

the Judicature Act, can only be returned in the terms of June or

October. The summons served is next returned, the partis t!ien

-ome to join issue, and a commission is sucii out direclwl to the

Provincial Judge of Gaspe, to take the .leposition of the witnesses

living there, and this is transmitted, executed and returned. Ihen

follows Judgment Olid Execution, to be sued out and transmitted to

.he Sheriff of Gasp^, who levies and makes his return to the

Court at Quebec. Here are, therefore, no less than six different

proceedings, each of them subject to the delay of a pa«a>£e oe

twixt Quebec and the District of Gasp^, and when the distance

the most direct may be from 450 to 700 milev the »f

:

smg

of a suit « law, may eWeud to several thouiand miles, ....nout

speaking of the circuities occasioned by storms ind tempesti, or

ilie total (ailure of .» conveyance, by shipwreck. How many at-

ieiid.utce» iheii at ^Juebcc by the parties I what ttdiou» dtUyS

from year to year by the length, the uecsrtainty, & the rii-kk

of the conveyances! All producrivo of great rxpence and

often personal misery. Thit change of the Judlcaiure Act lO

far as It regard* the District of Ga»pf , by enlarging the Juris,

diction of the I'rovincial Couri: to the sum of Si»fy pounds sfer-

lin)!, with an appeal to the Court of King's Bench at f^u^bec,

in all c ises where the sum may esceed Twenty pounds sterling,

wa«, therefore, in his opinion, of the most urgent expedience,

which, while it would liave the advantage of removing ail the

diflitultiet at present incident to neces>ary litigation, would

not, in fact, operate much to extend the power* of the Provin-

cial Judge, incases of equal or greater importance, for it must

he remembered that, where witn»»-e» in a cause reside in the

District of Gjip^, they are not required by the Court of King s

Bench to attend at yutbec, but they are examiiird in the Dis-

trict where resdrnt by ilie Provn.cial Judge, by virtue of a

writ of commiition regateire, and upon wh»se reception of ev!-

ilci ce III tliB cause, the Court of King's Bench pronounce'. Judjj-

iiieni.

No doubt, from the udojition of such mca-sure* for tlie welfare

of the District »i' Gaspe' as propo.scd by the two iiist cases of the

Gaul and Court Hall, and thu nppoiiitinciit of CommisKiuiiers tu

investigate all claims to LaiulH to be considered by the House,

there would aiisc jiccuniary demaiids, but he was hnjipy to state,

that from the information he had been cnuble<i to denve concer-

ning the Di.striet of Gaspe on the matter of its Ucvenue, it Might

fairly be considered that the latter would prove conmiensiirate to

the former, and that in fact the ex])ence of these im^jruveineiita

and advmiiagos would be defrayed by the district itsclt.

The revenue arising fmm the District is collected in two dif-

ferent ways, which may be said to be direct or indirect ; the first

mode is through the Agency of the Deputy Collectors j\f the

Custoin.s cstab islied in the said District, .it Gaspe Harbour and

New Carlisle ; and by the latter mode the Custom House Dutie.i

are collected ut tluebec, but the articles on which these are raiiicd

lu-e consumed in the District of Ga.-^pe.

As in both cases the consumption tit" the dutiable articles takes

place in the District of Gaspe, it is evuiont that in one or other of

the above ways, it is that District which iurnishcs or yielt's the re-

venue.
For a Statement which ho should have the honor of submitting

to the 1 louse, and which hiis been alluded to by the Honorable

Member for the County of Dorchester, being a compendijiis

Statistieui View of the District of Gaspe in its Fisheries, Com-
merce. Revenue- &c. hec(mldtukuupon himself toassure the houte

of its correctness. It had been drawn up by Justice Cra\.'f,i.d of

that District, who, from the general intelligence he pos..cs.,cK of'

the situation nnd circumstances thereof, acquired by a long resi-

dence, in tlie discharge of his uHiciul duties, may therefore be well

entitled to consideration.

The xeiil of that gentleman in advancing the interests of that

District, by originating, and at gi-eat pci-sonal inconvoniejice at-

tending to the details of every public measure, which the Govern-

ment or Leifislatiire have hitherto deemed expetbent for executi-

on therein, tiad led him, on this occasion, to elucidate these mat-

ters in the above form, in the expectation of thus contributing by

accurate information, to the further advancement of the welfiire

of the District.-*-Mr. Stuart then read over the Statement, which

we have takenifrom the manuscript, and here give it verbatim.

A Statistical View of the District of Gaspd, in Us Fi.iUrricx,

Agric.uUun; Po2)ulalion, the Revenue aiui Exiimces uttcnd-

'"*''"
FISHERIES

Are Sedentary or not Sedcntiffy ; the greatest part of the Tort

Fishery belonging to the District is of the former description,

carried on in open boats measuring 18 feet lenjith of keel ; ami

the part of the said Fishery not sedentary is carried on hy Schoo-

ners which proceed to a distant fishing station, such at, tlie Or-

phan Hank, &c. There are alHiut the number of ten or twelve

schooners thus employed for the Space of two months in tlie year.

The number ofhands employed in a Ashing voyage by tiich of

the alwve schooners, is usually eight or nine persons—and in the

sedentary fishery each boat is manned by two fishermen, so thai:

tlie employment given by this branch of the Ashwy is extensive,

there being nat fearer than four hunarra btjair: of ihc abuve de-

scription actually fitted out and employed from davto day neaily

the whole period of the fishery, which begins in May, nnd ends

in October. The fishery so conducted, is distinguished on tho

Const of Oa<ipf , into tht; Summer and Fall Fishery, the first of
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