DEBATELS
CONTINUED

John Oliver and Premier
McBride Address
the House

Latter Compliments Acting Liberal Leader
on His Fairness and Breadth
of View

{Special to The Dally News)

Victoria, March 11.—In addition t0
witnessing the seating of Dr. Kergin,
member tsor Skeena, after the  formal
certificate of his return had been read
by Clerk Fell today, the sitting of the
legislature was devoted wholly to de-
bating the speech, which was participat-
ed in by John Oliver, as acting leader
of the opposition (Mr. Macdonald not
yet having arrived), and premier Mec-
Bride. <lhe address of the former was
remarkable for dignity, breadth of view
and courtesy, wedded to pertinent crifi-
cism of the government’s record and
program; waile the speech of the prem-
jer was equally moderate and definite in
the main, the first minister only in one
or twe instances straying from  plain
elucidation of his program and policy to
interject what might be regarded as
party politics.. Both speeches justified
the remark of the premier, in closing,
that if the same spirit characterized the
rest of the proceedings of the session,
it would make for the greater digmity
of parliament, the conservation of all
public interests, and the transaction of
public affairs in a manner to commend
the respect and approval of the people
of British Columbia. Oliver occupied an
hour and a half, one hour more being
taken by the first minister in his reply.
The debate was then adjourned by
Parker Williams.

After congratulating, first, Mr. Speak~
er, upon his new dignity, and then the
mover and seconder of the reply on their
speeches of Fridaey Oliver resented the
slur cast upon the rural constituencies
by Mr. Thomson le held that rural
cons.ucuencies, rather than falling benlnd
the standard of the cifies” Id acquain-
tance with public affairs, in reality gave
to such aaiters more rious consider-
ation than did the dwellers in popula-
tion centres. Their very isolation, with
its opportunities for reading and reflec-
tion, encouraged such conditions. He re-
joiced with the mover and seconder in
the country’s. prevailing prosperity,
which liberals assuredly desired to see
extended and long continued. Touch-
ing Mr. Thomson’s reference to the re-
cent liberal campaign as one of scan-
dals, he denied the impeachment, hold-
ing that if scandals were dealt in, the
blame rested upon those responsible
for such scandals’ and not on those feel-
ing it their duty to ventilate them in the
public interest. All such matters, how-
ever, had now been submitted to the
electorate—which had acquitted the gov-
ernment; and - with that discussion
should cease,

It had been further urged that there
had been undue influence exercised by
the federal government in connection
with the recent provincial campaign, in
which connection he would only say that
he knew of no such interference being so
much as attempted.

He admitted with pleasure the pros-
perity of the mining industry, but point-
ed out that the development of the lead
industry (to which the mover had dir-
ected particular attention) was chiefly
due to the federal government’s bounty
policy, and to the tariff changes plac-
ing home manufactured lead on a more
favorable basis. The rapid and encour-
aging advance in the:price of metals was
also largely responsibie for the prosper-
ity of mining. Respecting finances, he
was happy to note that the sacrifices
made by British Columbians in the in-
crease of taxation had not been in vain,
and that the arguments then advanced
by the opposition had been justified by
developments. The fact that there had
been no necessity for an excessive in-
crease had been thoroughly established
by the present surplus. He found no
reason to alter his opinion that the tax
raising legislation of 1903 might pro-
perly be classed panicky legislation. He
nievertheless rejoiced that the province’s
prosperity was sufficient to enable the
government to reduce taxation while
holding out the promise that there will
be ample means available to carry out
necessary development works. Respect-
ing the -growth of the timber industry it
was a mistake to suggest that the gov-
ernment was solely responsible for the
laws encouraging home manufacture;
these had been concurrad in by the
unanimous house. The fact should not
be lost sight of, however, that the pros-
perity of the lumbering rested largely
upon the opening of the prairie markets
through the dominion policy of promot-
ing settlement of the prairies.

As to the increased revenue, it must
be borne in mind that the greatest item
was found in the sale of timber leases
and licenses, largely for speculative pur-
poses, in which connection the wisdom
of the government’s course might be
severely questioned. The revenue un-
doubtedly was welcome, but on the other
hand this immenss speculation in timber
rights increased the price of bytlding
materials and hampered impro t
generally throughout the provi

Passing to “better terms,” he ‘regret-
ed that the accusation had been fabri-
cated for election purposes that the lib-
erals were one whit less energetic or
sincere than the conservatives in press-
ing the rizhts of British Columbia upon
the federzl authorities. They were not.

In 19805 the premier had had the sup- °

port of the solid oppostion when' he went
io Ottawa to advocate the provinecial
claim; it would indeed be recalled that

AR e 23 AT

* THE WEEKLY NEWS, NELBON 8. &,

the resolution in this eoiitiection had
been prepared by the liberal leader and
unanimously #&ccepted by the legisla-
turé. There was no Change in the at-
titude of thé liberals today. They stood
as firmly for more just consideration
of their province as any in British Co-
lumbia, and the government would find
the members opposite always ready tO
support them in fair measures for pro-
vincial rights.

Concerning the reduction of taxation,
it would not only have the approval of
the opposition but. of the country. As
to the coal and oil licenses in southeast
Kootenay, he could not but admire the
ingenious manner in which the refer-
ence was made. Still, better late than
never. The government should have
done in the first place what it now pro-
posed to do and put the question of
these. licenses so as to indisputably pro-
test capital and encourage development.
He recalled pledges of the conservative
party that in every coal area disposed of
a portion should be reserved for the
people of British Columbia. - He did not
know that such provision had been made
in this instance, but if so, the redemp-
tion of conservative promises made in
1902 and 1903 would meet  with public
approval. .

Respecting fisheries, he could scarcely
regard the position of the government,
as indicated in the speech, as wise or |
statesmanlike. A dual interest existed
in the fisheries, both dominion and pro-
vince having certain rights. - A clear
definition of these rights had never been
reached, and the informatior before the
house at present was insufficient to per-
mit of-intelligent discussion. It was
unfortunately apparent that the salmon
industry of the Fraser river was deca-
dent. This was little to be wondered at
when every kind of trap was permitted
to intercept the salmon’s passage tO
the river. It was apparent that what
had really been done in regard to the
salmon fisheries had been highly detri-
mental to the industry and to the fisher-
men of the Fraser. The rights of the
fishermen had been steadily curtailed.
It was true the dominion government
was to a certain extent responsible; but
one could not but note that there was
an expert in the employ of the provincial
government who was largely responsible,
and who took strong ground as to the
desirability of fish traps. It was on this
expert’s recommendation that the ob-
noxious regulations now prevailing had
been given effect. And it seemed un-
reasonable that the province should re-
tain at a large salary this gentleman
for the purpose of injuring the business
of one section of the province for the
benefit of another. He hoped when this
question of fishery regulation was
brought forward that the government
would find it not only possible but wise
to dispense with the servides Jf this of-
ficial, an alien by the way. If such offi-
cers were necessary, they might, at
least, be filled by British Columpia's
own people. . :

Respecting the setting aside of lands
for the endowment of a provincial uni-.
versity,  he freely-admitted that many
in this province favored such university
establishment, although personally he
regarded it as a first duty of the gover-
ment to provide a good public school
education for all the children. He cor-
dially endorsed the position of the se-
conder of the reply that school books
should be furnished at cost; he would
even go further and urge the free issue
of school books. This would be found
an even more popular stép than univer-
sity establishment. When the time came
for the creation of suca a university, he
hoped it would meet all the require-
ments of British Columbia, with a fully
equipped school of practical science,
where the youth of the province might
learn thoroughly every branch of indus-
try carried on in British Columbia. It
WwWas even more necessary to adequate-
ly train the youth the country for
honorable industrial pursuits than for
the learned, professions. He cast no re-
fléction upon the latter, but the former
was a more pertinent need of this new
country, and he hoped that in the pro-
vincial university there should be pro-
vided a modern technical school meet-
ing all twentieth century requirements.
Touching the position of the farmer, he
had full confidence in the agricultural
capabilities of the province but it was
none the less apparent that B. C. was
not taking its proper place in scientific
farming, opportunities being lacking
for the educlition of the young men of
the country in this regard. It would be
wisdom for the government to consider
the establishment of a provincial model
farm where the youth of B. C. might
learn the best methods of farming under
all conditions peculiar to the various sec-
tions of the province.

He was glad that the government had
seen fit to bestir itself in the matter
of irrigation for the dry belt, a ques-
tion first brought forward by the mem-
ber for Okanagan. This was one of the
most important questions to be dealt
with and the government might count
upon the assistance of the opposition
in dealing with it, as fully and  com-
prehensively as possible. He hoped the
preliminary investigations would be
both thorough and exhaustive in enab-
ling the house when the time came to
pass intelligent and useful legislation.
It seemed inevitable that such legisla-
tion must be drastic ‘in its character
and it would have to be most carefully
ronsidered. He hoped that the scheme
ultimately adopted would utilize to the
best advantage the available water sup-
ply for the production of those food pro-
ducts now imported, with mnecessarily
enormous ‘ drain upon the revenues Of
British Columbia.

In connection with Indian reserves,
the assertion had ben made on the hust-
irgs that the liberals, if elected, were
prepared to turn over the Indian reser-
ves of northern B. C. to the Grand
Trunk Pacific. There was not the slight-
est foundation for such a charge. The
liberals stood just as strongly for the

| gervatives, or any others, He took it

rights of British Columbians as the con-

for granted that correspondence would
be submitted and decisive resolutions
offered in this connection. Tn the ab-
sence of information, this question could
not be intelligently discussed as yet al-
though it was well to emphasize that
the statements made on the public plat-

ture wet's withoiit foundation in fact.

On thé subject of immigration, he had

frequehtly stated in the house what

B. C. wanted for the development of ‘its

resources was primarily population. He

voiced the wishes of both sides of the

nouse in saying that all B. C. resources

should be developed by a white popula-

tion, the :najority of the province en-

dorsing this policy. The people of the
old eountry, would be welcomeéd not only
as assistants in the development of -our

resources but to become shdters in our
prosperity and enormously better their
own condition. It was pleasant to learn’
from the seconder that the government
had now sufficient revenue to meet re-
quirements. The existence of a surplus
was gratifying, but it might better be
employed in promoting provincial ex-

pansion than lying idle in the bank. In-
adequate public aid had been granted
for developing the province by necessary
public works, Conditions having chang-
ed and the revenues more buoyant, he
hoped to see the government deal more
generously with the province and par-
tioularly with Delta. While this was an
old district it was well capable of main-
taining fifty times its present popula-
tion if a wise policy were pursued in en-
couraging the settlement justined by
area and conditions. It would be wise,
he thought, to extend the powers of the
municipalities. For example, lands now
were held for speculative purposes and
just enougn improvement done to escape
the wild land tax. He suggested that the
municipalities be given power to increase

sary to exempt from the wild land tax;
thereby inducing the owners of large
holdings to sell these lands at & reason-
able price and secure desirable and pro-
ductive settlement. The government
would also be justified in extending gen-
erous aid to the Delta district to assist
tne opening of its outlying portions at
present inaccessible through lack ‘of
roads.

The lberals, he would say in closing,
had every faith in the wealth, the re-
sources, the opportunities and destiny of
B. C. They looked to see a great devel-
ious and the baseér metals. They were
tention, and smelters and rolling mills
established. ~They counted upon a great
development of the fishery wealth; they
had faith in the future of agriculture,
sud in this cqnnection he strongly urg-
ed the government to consider the advis-
ability of in future withholding all ag-
ricultural lands from sale to speculators,
making actual settlement and improve-
ment a fixed condition of sale. This

upbuilding of the province as would
nothing else in connection with the ag-
ricultural industry. He assured the gov-
ernment that the liberal qgpposition
would consider on their merit all mea-~
sures brought before them, putting prov-
ince above party, and he sincerely hoped
that the legislation accomplished would
ve in the fiterest of the people and tend
to the prosperity of B. C. ;
5 McBRIDE'S ANSWER.
Hon. Mr. McBride first. paid -hig e¢om-
oliments to Mr. Speakér Eberts gnd the
mover and seconder, afterwards regret-

warmly congratulating the acting leader
(Mr. Oliver) upon the tone of his ad-
dress which exhibited breadth, thought
and generosity, marked by dignity and
moderation. There had been no inten-
tion on the government’s part to pur-
sue a starvation policy toward Delta, a8
was marked by the construction of the
expensive Fraser river bridge which
would go a long way toward building up
the Delta by enabling the farmers on
the south side of the river to market
their products in New Westminster at
half the previous cost.  Passing to less
localized interests, when the government
had come in‘o power in 1908 it had found
deplorable financial conditions existing,
and only now had so reconstructed pro-
vincial affairs that adequate appropria-
tions for public ‘works were coming
within measureable distance. Respect-
ing aid to municipalities, it was an ad-
mitted first-duty of government-to care
for the unorganized districts, and the
rule had been made that public works
within municipalities should only recelve
provineial government assistance when
they themselves were of a provincial
character. Passing to consideration of
the speech, the premier traced the res-
toration of the provincial credit and den-
ied that the legislation by which taxa-
tion had been increased could rightly be
titled panicky and consequently unwise.
The liberals, Mr. Oliver had said, had
declared themselves solid for the main-
tenance of the provincial case for bet-
ter terms, and alleged that unfair at-
tacks had been made upon them in this'
connection by conservative spéakers in
the late campaign. On the -other hand,
he claimed the liberals had made this a
party issue, urging the election of a
nveral provincial government as a con-
dition of getting favorable consideration
at Ottawa. When he had returned from
Ottawa it had been said that his course
had been cut and dried for campaign
purposes. It was urged that he should
not have withdrawn. - He had, in fact,
remained until the eleventh hour, and if
the majority of the conference had had
their ‘way, their program would have
been disposed of in two days. “The prin-
cipal business of the conference was dis-
cussion of the case for B. C. The first
point gained was reservation of the right
to state a special case. The majority
wanted to railroad a general resolution,
which would have been sent to the gov-
srnment showing unanimous endorse~
ment of the Quebec resolutions. - He
could not agree that the Quebec reso-
lution covered the groutid fairly and had
to work hard pressing the gpecial terms
of B. C. Ignoring details, as'a full re-
port would shortly be presented as to the
mission to Ottawa, he would "say

after seven days he had secured recog-
nition of the fact that, in view of the

ince, are entitled to special tetms; this
being the first recognition from the ather
provinees of British Columbia’s right to
have her special claims acknowledged.
And the justicé of the special claims
being acknowledged, we" would n-
ably expect substantial consideras in
the near future. He had proposed as
fair. the appointment of a commission to

form against the liberals in the legisla-

*

visit B. C. and thoroughly investigate,
I

> -

“derive an advantage to which perhaps

the amount of the improvement neces- '

opment in tne mining of ‘both the prec- :

anxious also to see iron ore receive at- |

policy would tend toward the material |

ing the illness of Mr. Macdonald, and .

physical conditions, we ,in this prov- |

but, when thil§ came before the conf
ence it jected. It was the current
gossip t Ottawa that the reason the™
other provinces-did not support the pro-
posal was fear that, if such a course was
permitted to this province, B. C. would

some of the other provinces were en-
titled but of which they had  deprived
themselves by acquiescence in the Que-
bec resolutions. Outlining the progress
of negotiations at the Otfawa confer-
ence, the premier urged that the federal ;
authorities had unfairly shéltered them-
selves behind the other provincial pre-
miers. British Columbia should now
press her claims independent of the
other provinces. There had been much
press discussion as to carrying the case
to the foot-of the throne, and other dras-
tic proposals not calculated to advance
provincial interest. The government
Proposed- to -aet” with more discretion
and would shortly present a series of
resolutions that would give spendid dp—
portunity to the liberdls to show the
genuineness of their ' protestations of
loyalty to the provincial intepest. It
was the earnest desire of the govern-
ment that this question should he ap-
{hmacl::g‘ in a non-partisan way so that
lhe province might secure the recogni-
tion by the other p ¢
tice of its special claim.

Regarding the decrease of taxation,
when the pledge had been given that
this would be brought about as soon as
possible, skepticism was expressed by’
the liberal opposition. The government
was now reédeeming its claim. Regard-'
ing the surplus: it was the intention of
the "government in preparing estimates
to find a place for every dollar of the .
surplus in needed public works. They -
were able today to d6 much more than’
ever before and the charge could not be
laid that a single 'dollar of extra ex-
penditure on public works had been pro-
posed because it might be useful about
election time. The custom of making
large expenditures on the eve of an elec-
tion was very common. The govern-
ment had confidence in its fecord, and
now was proud to meet parliament with
a surplus and able to provide for public
works with no suggestion of vote catch-
ing. Concerning -the coal and oil lie-
enses. in southeast Kootenay, the forth~
coming legislation had been necessitated
by the action of the courts holding cer-
tain orders in council of 1903 and 1904
to be neot justified by law. In 1903 hun-
dreds of applicants_had’filed claims for
coal and oil licenses, as many as nine
applications being filed for a single sec-
tion. The government in 1904 decided
upon an order in council,- where licenses
covered the same ground, generally fol-
lowing the provision of the act with the
exception that while the right to pros-
pect was bestowed and a ecertain locus
standi given, if anything were wrong
and -no-equity or right to the ground
existed then the claimant’s cause would
fail.. Further than the right to carry
the claim to .the courts it gave no title.
This' was advertised ‘and well under-
stood, and so far as could be ascertained
nearly every applicant with a good fight-
ing claim secured his lieemse. Others,
on advice of counsel, did not, and the
matter went to. the courts which- found
the orders in council illegal.. The gov-
ernment now proposed to give them by
legislation the force of law, not propos-
ing to differentiate between rival claim-
ants but to implement by statute the
governmental action of the past.

As to the reservation of coal areas in
the public interest, it was true this was
part of the conservative platform and
also that there had been no recent legis-
lation' ‘embodying this policy. = But it
must be pointed out that most of the
revenue producing coal areas were stak-
ed long before this government came in-
to power . The government was, how-
ever, looking into the question and if
feasible means presented themselves
along the lines indicated for reservations
in the public interest, legislation would"
be submitted to give the government the
nécessary power. - 3

As to the fisheries act of 1961 and as
to what it was proposed to do during the
present session: Many appeals for jus-
tice. had been made to the-federal gov-
ernment without eliciting response, And
had it not been for the federal govern-
ment’s requests, the provincial law
wopld long ago have been in force. Ne-
gotiations had been long in progress so
tnat B. C. might enjoy its fair share of
the fisheries revenue. ‘The rights of the
province -were admitted by executive
ministers of fisheries and by sir Wilfrid
Laurier himself. The province had gone
" the. limit to get a fair deal from Ottawa,
but had not got it. It now had to take
a definite stand for the protection of
provincial rights, taking care to protect
vested interests and also interested labor.
The government proposed, sinee it had
been  decided to enforce the provincial
act, to make the service as effective as
possible, to prove and promote the pros-
perity of the fisheries. industry, not in
salmon, but in deep sea. At the same
-ime it was intended to secure the rights
»f B. C. from the dominion, pressing the
slaim at Ottawa to the very limit.

Regarding the university, it was the
.antention to protect all-classes in educa-
donal facilities, with no discrimination
for class or creed . Technical educa-
don had been urged by the labor body
wnd its importance being fully recogniz-
:d in modern : universities, as well as
wcademic work, it would be in no way
neglected in the setting aside for these
purposes a portion of the public do-
main. It need not be pointed out. that
when the time arrived, the work already
inaugurated by MeGill university would
Be absorbed by the provincial university,
wnd MeGill would Iend assistance in
making the provineial ‘institution suc-
cessful and efficient in all particulars.

The questions of irrigation and Indian
reserves were next dealt with, it being
urged that there was all justification for
‘he attitude taken by conservative speak-
ers on.the hustings in regard to the
unwarranted action of the federal
authorities in respect to the granting of
thé Tsimpsean reserve to the G. T. P.
The reversionary right of the provinee
10 reserve lands had been fully conced-
ed by the dominion, by chief justice Fitz-
‘patrick as minister of justice, and even
by the federal government in asking the

8AtURD Y MarcH le,

‘province in this connection had never

“of the jus- 1 |

e

1807 -

would require firm and patriotic . .
by the legislature. The right of .

been disputed, and he hoped to see Hb-

erals and socialists in the house stand by

the goyernment in pressing for justice.

All papers in connection with the orders

in council, other documents, and a swb-
stantive resolution would be presented
to the house shortly.

Regarding immigration, fear had been
expressed by the’ labor = element that
there was contemplated some distur-
bance of existing labor conditions. The
alarm was needless. Nothing was con-
templated that would. in the slightest
interfere with'the labor interests of the

Complaints were received

references in the speech was explained '
by the present satisfactory gondition of

labor in the province, with no industrial

disturbance to cause loss and uaessi- -
ness, and labor generally sharing in the

eouniry’s prosperity. Nor was rallway

legislation referred to, as it was not in-
tended to offer amy to the house this®
session, although there were indieations’
that 1907 would see a greater expendi-:
ture in railway building, and more mile- |
age laid than at any year since confed-’
eration. The premier closed with refer-.
ence to the satisfactory progress of the '
mining industry and the work of the!
mines department and with the promis2 |
that all government bills will be laid be-
fore the house within the mnext twda
weeks, although theré will be no dispf)~§
sitton to force them against full and {
discussion. He hoped that the L.
characterizing . the opening - debates’
might continue -throughout the session, '
enabling the business of the country to
be conducted in & manner that must.
commend itself to the people of the pro-!
vince. 4

Press Gallery, Legislative Assembly,
‘Victoria, March 12.—The debate on the §
address 4n reply to the speech from’
the throne was closed this afternoom
after a olever and rather amusing speech‘.
by Parker Williams, of Ladysmith. Wil- |
liams dealt with two points in the re-
cent administrative acts of the govern-.
ment. He took strong exception to t.l;e,"
employment of Pinkerton detectives by !
the government in the C. P. R. train rob-
bery case, contending that the introguc-
tion of private detectives fram the;
American side would still further place;
the poor man at a disadvantage in seour-
ing redress in the courts. He ctalmed.
that in the United States the employ-_
ment of Pinkerton men had placed the.
enforcement of the eriminal law largely
in the hands of the wealthy classes, and .
that these: Pinkeértons were notoriously
worse men than the criminals they humt-:
ed down. ; i

His second objection  was to finance
minister Tatlow’s plan to import labor .
through the agency of - the  Salvation’
Army. Williams contended that in this
move the government clearly proved its
desire to serve capitalist interests at the
expense of labor. He pointed out that .
the government had made no. effort 10’
ascertain through recognized sources of .
information the condition of the. labor’
market, but upon the representations of
a few employers, anxious to secure cheap
labor, had entered into an agreement’
with the Salvation Army to import &
large number of workmen, who arrived
in British Columbia would be followed :
by a slump in wages. He asked that the
agreement with the Salvation Army be
cancelled and that no attémpt be made
by the governinent to interfere im the
Iabor market at a time when it

remuneration. =

The government offered no response
to William’s complaints, and the reso.u-_
tion moving the adoption of the address
was carried without a division. p :

Hawthornthwaite introduced a bill to.
-amend the Workmen's Compensation
Act of 1902, the amendment offered by,
him being to expunge from subsection .
C of section 2 the words “or serious neg-:
léot” in the second line. The bill was
read a first time. ke

Oliver introduced - a bill entitled the
“Ditches and Water Courses bill,” which |
-was redd a first time.

In reply to.a question of Melnnes
(Grand Forks), the premier stated that|
the number of accidents in m
ous mines in 1906 was 57. §

Biills 1 and 4, the interpretation aect:
amendment, and a bill to amend the as-,
sessment act of 1903, were read a sec-.
ond time, as was also bill §, to incor-:
porate the B. C. Veterinary’ Mégicdl as—
sociation. The house 'adjourned &t 4
o'clock. OISR ikl

A telegram was received” this after—
noon from reterning officer Bourne, an-—
nouncing that Dr. H. E. Young had!
been re-elected by acclamation for Atlin. {

(Special to The Dally News) <4
Vietoria, March 13.—The house was i
committee of the whole this afternoon
on bills to aménd the interpretation act’
and the assessment act of 1903. :
What would have proved a wholly un-:
interesting session was enlivered by m
spirited debate over the proposed amend--!
ments to the assessment. bill, moved by
Oliver, Brewster (Alberni) and Haw-
thornthwaite, with the view to decreas—
ing the burden of taxation upon the:
small farmers of the province.
_ These amendments were bitterly op—
posed by finance minister Tatlow, who*
claimed that the small farmers had been:

province to surrender its rights when it

was proposed to transfer the 13,000 acres
adjoining Digby and Kaien island. This

treated very generously by the govern-
ment. All amendments in this direction:

possible that labor might receive better }

ditional %0
In reply to questions asked by

den, the information was elicited that
6922 special . licenses have been issued.
since the passage of the legislation of
1905 from which a revenue of $893,194.87
had been obtained, and that only 71
Hmits have been surveyed in accordance
with the Land Act. 1 :

Mr. Macdonald, the opposition leader,
took his seat this afternoon for the first

ceedingly popular.

.The premier states that the election
in Dewdney will take place within the’
next two weeks, .

OF INTEREST TO MINERS
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of
- to. varieties of
muscovite, some thinty different min-
erals, but for the purpose of this article
they are classed under the one common
name “museovite.”
~-Blotite. or magnesia~iron mica varies
in color from vario of green to_
black;when in thic it is most
commonly a deep black. It is very com-
mon in Capada, and furnishes what is
known in the trade as “amber mica.”
Even in very thin sheets it is only par-'
tially -transparent, being highly colored;
from-the iron oxide present. Biotite:is:
often found in- small, very dark, even’
black scales and- crystals. Mica (mus-
covite) in crystals large enough to beof:
commercial value occurs: in: veins or
dykes of very coarse granite, usually in.
a granitic country rock or gneiss, mica-:
schist, or ' porphyritic-granite. - The,
quartz, felspar and mica of these veins:
of granite appear in large crystals or
‘masses. ‘The mieca-often occurs in reg-
ular strings of crystals parallel to, and
near the hanging or foot walls. - More
frequently, however, the mica Crystals
are found in jrregular bunches '.nywmhu'e‘

EREZE
i

11

TR L
IHTHAE
!si°' .E '

Hir

i
i
i

g-.-.
b
:
}
i%

i
28

2
iz
2
1]
1
¥
i

T

e

%ség
\g‘3
L

:

i

‘om.
11 and experience.
e yleld of the cut

o
i

[ ]
:
o>
BB

t

i
g

were voted down on a division py a

‘| The regular colorless or “white”

thé sheet the patters by which it is to
be cut and marking or scribing around

4t with a” knmife or similar instrument.

The patterns are pieces of tin or sheet
iron with the shape and size determineq
by the order. After the scribing the
sheets are cut with heavy shears along
the-lines marked down: It will at once
appear that much skill and experience
are required of a good scriber. He must
be constantly on the wafch tq furnish
from each piece the largest number of
valuable cut sheets. With the great
difference in patterns and prices, and
the variations in the mica itself, this
becomes no easy task. No matter how
much mica is mined, nor how good the
quality of it, if the sheets be not pro-
perly scribed the yield of cut mica di-
minishes, and with it the profit. A
really skilful scriber will get twice as
much mica from a block as a beginner.

The price of mica depends not only
upen the size (larger sheets being many
times more valuable than the smaller
ones, but also upon its freedom from
specks, stains, eloudiness and striations,
these governing its quality. During re-
cent years a certain “amber” or rum

| colored mica has become fashionable,

and very ‘high prices are sometimes paid
for a good lot of extra “rum’” mica.
mica,
‘however, commande the bulk of the

| trade. Om an average a block of mica

weighing 100 pounds will only yield from
10 to 12 pounds of good cut mica. In
recent years the preparation of ground
mica has become an industry of itself.
‘Waste or scrap mica is generally used.
The difficulties of grinding are great,
owing to the tough scaly nature of the
material. * Mills which work well on
everything else fail utterly on mica.
Most manufacturers keep their process
of grinding a secret, but it is generally

‘{ done upon the old fashioned principal
e | of the burr-stones,

the mica being
ground in its wet state. Ground mica
is largely used as a lubricant for jour-
nals and axle-bearings, It is also large-
ly used in the manufacture of wall paper
giving the frosted and spangled effeet
as well as the white metallic surface.
CORRESPONDENCE

G. Sandon, B. C.—The price allowed

for lead at the British Columbia smel-
ters at the present time varies from $3.25
to $3.75 per 100 pounds according to the
market price; the price being taken
from the London market. You can eas-
ily obtain the local price by converting
the London -market price into dollars
and cents, on the basis of $4.80 to the
pound sterling. Always remember that
the London price if 'for a leng ton of
2240 -pounds whilst a Canadian ton is
only 2000 pounds.
""K. P, Kaslo, BC~—Tin has been
found in small quantities in several parts
of Canada. It has been reported in the
‘concentrates obtained at the Payne mine,
Sandon. It s also found in several
places in Nova Scotia, but not to any
‘great extent. - ¥

T. McA., Boundary Falls, B. C.—Your
sample is a piece of o

ter. * This you easily could have seen

;—ummmmm‘n. Assay the

‘mineral for silver and lead.

F. I, Greenwood, B. C.—Aluminium
metal is not found in its metallic state.
It is obtained by electrolysis from

| | bauxite or clay.

2 | SEARCHING FOR BODIES

ENASDEATH LIST IS FIXED AT
OVER A HUNDRED
SHAPELESS MASS OF CHABRED
LIMBS GATHERBD TOGETHER

Toulon, March 13.—The efforts to re-

| cover the bodies of those killed by the

explosion on board the battleship Iena
here - 'yesterday, which have been con-
ducted with energy for 24 hours, have

dred and ten men. There is little doubt
that all the missing men perished. The
1 was appiied only t0 the crew
Iena, but as it'is believed that
/elve or fifteen arsenal hands
-engaged on board the battleship
of the explosion it is feared
total number of dead will reach
1 day long weeping mothers and
and other relatives of the missing
thronged the approaches to the
spitals, hoping against hope that their
ed ones were still alive and eagerly

‘brought in. Fifty bodies were reco

r L’ 1 3 we! ver-
‘ed during the day, but only twelve of
‘them could be recognized, the remaind-
or were formless masses of charred fiesh.
After the roll call minister Thomson re-
viewed the survivors and addressed a
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m | few touching words to them, after which

the men who were engaged in search of
the vessel returned to their task at
which they will work all night.

A correspondent of the Associated

" | Press today boarded the lena durning

‘the search for bodies. The fighting tops
were bent over, there was an enormous
breach amidships, and on the port side

|  hole about 18 feet long and 12 feet

wide. Amid steel plates, rails and dis-
placed stanchions the correspondent
saw a heap of burned flesh, bones and
twisted limbs, all that remained of 30
bodies tiken from the after turret. On
one memberless trunk was a watch
which was still going.- It was absolute-
ly impossible to identify any of the

: | dead. The bodies of several suffocated
' | sailors “were found between decks and

broughts ashore. At times the horrible
fumes from the interior of the vessel
drove the searchers back and eventually
they had to postpome further efforts to
reach the magazine between decks. Many
of the wounded are likely to succumb.

A FLATTERING OFFER.
Montreal, March 13.—Relatives in this

teity of G. J. Bury, manager of the west-

ern lines of the C. P. R., now stationed
at Winnipeg, confirm the announcement
that he has been offered the position of
general manager of the Chicago, Rock
Island and Pacific at a salary reported to

B
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is performed by la

be $30,000 a year.

rdinary galena,
coated on the outside with oxidized mat-
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_anfortunate decision and
-rassing to officials in British

E FOR FR
CUNNINGHAM AND PAR
- AT VICTORIA

NELSON REPRESENTED
JOHNSTONE.

“Two' important addresses
ered at the Central Farmeg
Victoria, last week, at whie
stone represented Nelson.
ningham, provincial fruit in
an interesting account of the

nd some timely advice
abolition "of fruit pests.
secretary to the provineial H
formation, spoke on the
exhibits in England and
length the arrangements th
‘made with the Salvation Al
relief of the present shortag;
the province.

Thomas Cunningham aske
him their moral support in
movement now going on for
of all infected trees in the
the province. The move
‘portant one and should ha
many years ago. It would
.had the province been sure
manity and not unrest. No
in the past had sufficient 4
hind it to secure the absol
of its mandates. g

It was not a pleasant thing
to be brought.into court,
speaker, had always avoide
tests. = But the regulations
importation of diseased nu
deciduous fruits and grains
forced. This had been done

. wolving the board of horticu
controversy. That procedu
continued in the future, as
advisable to invite conflict
ces in the east not in
position taken by this provin
not wish to reflect on eith

- ernments of Ontario or the
dbut their action affected Bri
bia, and ndt advantageou
of the governments he refel
taken the strong position
this provinee for the protect]
trees against-disease. B

- stood alone and despite: op
many quarters had achieve
This sticcess invited hostilify
events jealousy, of many int
east’ %
“'It'could not be pleasant fg
ernment of Ontario to reals
spite the many years of ex

“the farmers and fruit gro

¥mhee_ ,“it was not able to|
8h - Columbia at an exhibitid
don ‘and compete for the high
of the Royal Horticultura
Twice it had backed out at ti
ment. Tt was jealous, but th
~human nature. The very suce
-'ed by this province made
" not to arouse hostility.
"~ Some horticultural legisiat
< 'dominion government weas
ingly unfortunate. He was
 in Vancouver recently
' grower attempted to obtai
tl'omtlmq('il P. R. for dan
“orchard. ere was ample e
'the orchard was in bad cond
X xes of fruit showing this
on the tatls in court. But the
lWyers were able to bring fo

ACCOo!

er cent of infected i
first class apples, and|

" was thrown out. This was

3 m the same argument
‘brought to try and alter the
“vegulations, which -was certai]
‘the unfortunate legislatio
< The province took the groun
‘was sure all present would I

- should be put into a box classe
e ' first class fruit. (Appl

.always taken this stand ar

oard of horticulture behind hj
.Amnother unfortunate thing

n of the entomologic)

S that when in conve
ol or November, had ta

mestion of inspection of fruit.,
' the matter properly

~tion had been passed

5

against
.Hon of ‘apples infected with the
@. ‘This was telegraphed all

in-Vancouver had taken the ¥

... dn the press and protested ag|

oontinued condemnation of
@d with this pest.

‘... He, the speaker, had, how
_the matter up with thé offi

soclety mentioned, and had wri
strongly on the subject. It w:

who were trying to protect the
of the fruit grower, He had p
tn the society that no one was

_in this province to allow dise

%o be sold in any of its mark
decigion was also more unfort;
Ontario than here. Just as lon
proviace let diseased trees be
and diseased orchards remain,
Would diseased fruit be sold.

* "It was only right to compel
Bpray thelr trees or else cut

I;m e from selling fruit.
) a it was a case of cut
eléan. The interests of On
‘Mmby this decision, which

1 the same paper as conveyed
of “the resolution. 2

3 at the time the socie
'Was wrong to try and stamgp

‘8cale, there was a record of

Ontario apples in the open =
Bristol, England. It only fet
shilling a barrel. The barrel
30 cents at the factory and,
10 the cost of cultivating, frelg
the Atlantic had to be paid.
One result of such mistakes.
“Right in the same month ap

¢>British Columbia had fetched

: ngs a box of 45 lbs. He
contrast. Ontario apples f

barrel; British Columbia ones
for 45 1bs. Such results wou

‘Work out, it was merely a q
the survival of the fitest.
'« ‘This made it apparent that i

ely necessary the proving

mOt be interfered with by the
Past.  Unforunately, there was




