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BM.E. CHURCH CELE-

BRATES ITS 75TH |
ANNIVERSARY

B.M.E. Congregation Marks Establish-
ing of Faith in Canada.

R {SEE

Diamond Jubilee Services of the
establishment of the British Method-
ist Episcopal Church of Canada were
held Tuesday, Sept. 29th in the B.M.
E. Church, McDougall St., Windsor,
at which city officials added their
word of congratulation to those of
visiting pastors and delegates from
various parts of Ontario.

Organized by Former Slaves

On September 29, 1856, descendants
of fugitive Negro slaves, who since
the early 1830’s had flocked to Can-
ada to take advantage of the protec-
tion of British justice, banded to-
gether and declared themselves ready
to undertake the duties of carrying
on a church among their people. They
retained the name British in their
title in honor of the reigning Queen
Victoria, whose proclamation made
it possible for slaves to live in free-
dom if they would take the oath of
allegiance to the British Crown.

Throughout the years that have
passed since then—leaders emphasiz-
ed— the name British has been re-
tained despite attempts to change it.
“We honour this mname,” declared
Rev. T. H. Jackson, speaking at the
service on the history of the Church,
“it gave our fathers the right to live
in peace and equality. We shall al-
ways retain it.” Mayor Croll, Com-
missioner Dayus, Charles E. Redeker
and Roy R. Hicks spoke and congrat-
ulated the delegates on the success
of their church and the attainment
of their 75th anniversary. Many
touching references were made to
B.M.E. Church
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