
POOR DOCUMENT

3 - - : mmr '—rBTT
5

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH, ST. JOHN. N, B„ WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1908. y

HAZEN AND FLEMMING WIN GREAT POPULAR VICTORY
OVER ROBINSON AND McKEOWN BEFORE VAST MEETING§

<$>

Opposition Conceded Every Advantage to 
Opponents, and Still Scored 

Signal Triumph
Premier Got Good Hearing But Could Not Answer Flem

ming’s Searching Questions—A Telling Expose of 
Government’s Frenzied Finance—Hazen Received a 
Great Ovation and Made a Most Telling Speech-Forty- 
five Minutes of Anguish for McKeown—A Wonderful 
Meeting That Foreshadows Opposition Victory on 
March 3.

w®.Im

a m

m I
, ' A

r i
#• •■ ?

'

mi1 X
:

LSE1 1i'- x ■

% 1

'Hi!“I

Attorney-General McKeownHon. O. W. Robinson.J. K. Flemmlnar, M. R. P.J. D. Hazen, M. P. P. . . . . know the audience for the good hearing they had
to bring order out of Flemming had made but he snouia ^ven blm_ and hoped aU the speakers

that he was in error as he had n wou]d receive the same treatment,
mis-statement of nearly $70,uuu ye referred to an act passed at the last
overdraft, which he had counted twice. 6etting ^iic $30,000 each year out

The public debt, hia friend had of the increased subsidy from the dominion
great octopus but it was not near y government which, he claimed, in fifty 

as great as he had claimed. He had cnarg- g would wipe out the entire debt of 
ed the interest for a year aad « hall on ^ province. He claimed to have shown 

loan, whereas the interest ^ hg had the capacity for managing the 
also $o0,000 or bufiinegg affaire of the provmœ. He might 

be too young as the opposition had said, 
but if the young men of the province were 
not wanted by the opposition they would 
find room for them in the government

As there were calls of “time’s up, the 
premier again thanked the audience for 
their hearing and resumed his seat amid 
applause.

not all. When the government began to 
build permanent bridges they used a steel 
superstructure and masonry substructure, 
but time went on and they began to ex
tend the kind of structures which they 
could charge as permanent. Cedar cribs 
filled with ballast, and stone and clay em
bankment» were celled permanent work, 
a stone culvert costing $50 was charged 
as permanent work. I say that my idea 
of permanent work is not items that cost 
$30 or $40 but the class of work they did 
in the old days. Why for some time 
past ordinary little repairs have been 
charged to permanent account.”

Mr. Flemming at this point took up 
the official report and read several items 
of this class including one for $1.36 for 
repairs to a retaining wall in St. John 
county. The reading of this item was 
received with derisive laughter and ap
plause.
Aeka Premier to Explain.

quiet, but while nine-tenths of those pres
ent kept good order the other tenth dis
played much impatience almost through
out the attorney-general’s speech. He 
fought it out, but it was a tough job. 
The disfavor of the audience caused Mr. 
McKeown to lose the thread of his sub
ject and his speech was far from effective. 
If the government party had expected that 
in the forty-five minutes at his disposal 
Mr. McKeown could swing the decision 
of the meeting to his side they were 
doomed to bitter disappointment.

Saturday, Feb. 22.
Before a mighty audience that fought 

fiercely for admission and filled the Opera 
House from the back of the stage to the 
uppermost row in the gallery, last evening, 
Messrs. J. D. Hazen and J. K. Flemming 
debated the issues of the campaign with 
Premier Robinson and Attorney-General 
McKeown, and the vast throng of voters 
awarded the palm of victory to the oppo
sition leaders. .

The crush in Union street and in the 
entrance to the theatre was something to 
be remembered. A big plate glass window 
in a shop adjoining the entrance was 
smashed, and the crowd was so forcibly 
wedged In the lobby of the Opera House 
that not a few were pressed against the 
walls until they groaned. A few ladies 
braved the danger, but not many. It may 
be doubted if ever before the building held 
such a throng. The very window-sills in 
the upper gallery were occupied. On the 
stage every chair was filled and every foot 
of standing room there was occupied. And 
the whole crowd remained. Scarcely a 
man left the meeting before Mr. McKeown 
began to speak, and when he had finished 
the crowd was still so big that those who 
had gone were not missed.

There was no room for doubt about the 
verdict of the audience. The signal tri
umph of the opposition was won in a joint 
meeting under terms which gave the gov
ernment speakers every advantage. The 
government side proposed conditions which 
gave Mr. McKeown the last word. The 
opposition were told that Mr. McKeown 
must have the last forty-five minutes or 
there would be no joint debate. Rather 
than allow the great meeting to fall 
through the opposition conceded every ad
vantage and accepted the government s 
awn terms.

The result fully demonstrated that the 
opposition leaders were right in consenting 

rather than have the 
Mr. McKeown

goes on for thirty or forty years. Yes, but ^“^(f^dTheers). 
you pay the interest. Suppose you had a ..j6 am t£ed for time,” concluded Mr. 
strong box and you opened the lid and Flemming, at a word from the chairman, 
poured in the revenue of the province for .‘an(j j thank you most sincerely for the 
a year. Now what have you got to take ! good order you have kept and the careful 
out to provide for your expenditures? , attention with which you have listened to 
There is $225,000 for education. You don’t i me >.
want that cut down. Then you must take ; Loud and continuous cheering and ap- the temporary
out $230,000 for the roads and bridges, j plause followed Mr. Flemming's speech, waa paid ahead. There
Anyone who lives in the country (and I during which he resumed hw seat. $60,000 of another statement that
wish more of you did live in the country) -------------- error on the part of Mr. Flemming.
would not complain that the roads were ..D DnDlMCflM "Let us look at the debt in an hono
in too good condition. They need more MM. MU DUN OU IN able way. Would the opposition, if it
money, and they would need a good deal -------- wa6 in power, not increase the putxlic
more if the infamous highwav act were to • n , ; Anripnt HistOrV. debt of the province? Do you suppose
be continued. (Laughter). Then you have Premier UelveS Itl AnCietll niSIO y, ^ ,g poseible to build bridges, embank- 
to take out of tne box money for grants n . r, Mnf Qjve Direct Answer ments, culverts and so on, without meur- 
to hospitals. You can’t decrease those, I pjng an increase in the public debt.
should like to see them doubled; and then Questions Asked. H» was, like his friend, Mr. Flemming,
there are exhibitions and many other, . . intmduced afraid of debt. In looking over the Tee
things to be provided for. The point I Premier Robinson was next introduced their predecessors he saw that they
want to make is that if the debt is in- and he was received with prolonged cheers ^ started Pwith a surplus and left a 

. rleased it takes a larger amount out ot ; from the government supporters. iu non 1)00 of a debt and anI will now pass on, Mr. Flemming thfe box to pay the money lender. j opening his address he said he hoped the } am0*n’t 0’f about $2,000,000 at
continued, to the provincial hospital. -Today we are paying $50,000" more in in time taken up in cheering would not be making over $4,000,000. The pre-

i an overdraft ^ ^ five ag0. Which of the counted in his allotted time for speak- “teo given away 1,-
of $22,502.31. This is the most ordinary bhc Bervice6 can afford to lose $50,000 ing. He had listened, he said, with a f^mo£ landa to the New
kind of ordinary expenditure and should ^ore, yct i£ we go on at the rate we are great deal of pleasure to the clever speech ames ot <^wn baia„ce
be taken out of current revenue. It is m there will be another million added , of Mr. Flemming, often called the fanan- Brunswick Kailway a aixt ^nts
oharged to capital expenditure. The over fQ debt in five years time. dal critic of the opposition. 1’Trm tW were worth a con- of the opposition, was
expenditure of the public works depart- .<It ia ciaimed by our friends, the gov- There was no desire on his (the pre- an acre, wnereas uiey w 8peak there was a
ment amounts to $197,065.97. Of this ernmeBt that Mr. Hazen and 1 differ on mier>a) part t0 trespass on a meeting siderable sum. Cheer succeeded cheer, ana it was some
$47,000 had no right to be charged to the ques’tion of the debt. We agree per-, ca]led in tbe interests of the opposition. Agk8 Comparison With Former minutes before Mr. Hazen could make hun- 
capital expenditure, and last year a new fectly and such statements are only at-, When, challenged by his friend Mr. Flem- onvommants self heard. He said in part: 1 must
item—an overdraft on the public works tempts to confuse the people. When I ; ming, he had said he thought it would be u " thank my fellow citizens of St. John tor
account of $149,000—made its appearance. : speak 0f the net debt of the province 11 b(,tte’r t0 ]eave the question of the gov- Ibeir predecessore had used the reven- the splendid reception given me at this 
I have watched the public accounts prêt-1 pjace y,e liabilities on one side and the crnment's financial position to af char- ueg q{ the provinc3 to the extent of $10,- magnificent meeting. I am delighted to
ty closely and I don’t know what it’s assets on the other and then, taking the tered accountant to make a report. If qq0 000 jn fifteen years and yet the oppo- stand upon this platform tonight and speak
for and I don’t believe the commissioner ' assets from the liabilities, 1 get the net : there waa a. dispute between him and one it7 ea£led tbe pregent government ex- to this vast audience. I am delighted to 
of public works knows either. (Laughter ) ; debt. The gross debt is the whole burden of bie bearera over a debt it would hard- travaeant and wasteful because, they had listen to my fnend, Mr. hemming, a tow- 
My honorable friend, the premier, is here of mdebtedness. The liabilities are the . bg con8;dered necessary to hire a hall increa3ed the debt $3,000,000 in twenty- er of strength to our party at tredencton 
and I’ll ask him to give you some infer- gross debt plus the liability from acts ; tQ argue tbe natter out in public. He fivg ra He them to compare the and a power m the legislative halls of
mation on that point to enable us to see, passed by the legislature. Our friends say ; he]d it would do no good. However, he | of the present administration with country. I am also delighted to hear t
if it can fairly be charged to capital. it is ridiculous to add the liabilities ere-1 wag lad 0f the chance, in his imperfect | Blair government and its predeces- speech of Premier Robinson, which, t 

So here we have a total of $428,558.73, ated by the legislature, as (hey are not yet ; way ”0 defend the actions of the govern-1 “ , me, appears, as also his appearance here,
a great portion of which, as the St. John in effect. All I want to say is if t e gov -, m(mt and 0ffer reasons why the govern- Their predecessors had the Suspension to be another. example o.po1

St-t1;"Sir wK* SSTaff»"JS V w « — SUS SZ SStzUs£
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$400,000 at the end of the fiscal year.” glance at the «rtere^ account which » ^ of DecP 31j 1907. Mr. Flemming '“A^ie^-ThaVs King’s road.” of that bnllianfcpiece rf constructive leg
‘TVs now come to another statement. have a surpll of $9,000 had said that one million five hundred Another voice_“You ought to be proud tbeVorton meeting Oct. 17, when

The premier has said I made the state- tne ,oueA : . , ,, ,, a +;jv and odd thousand dollars had been aaa- f L T __ _ prme
ment that $1,500,000 of indebtedn^s had hoVlheyVave put a debt of $1,- ^ to ^ p“hllc j3ebt m ahad ^aid^he Mr' Robinson—"My friend thinks the “eward of $2,000 a year, had told
been incurred and added to the debt of ^ the pyrovinCe in five years, ^t night Mr Flemming had said ne Central is not an asset.” of the thousands of miles of well-drained
the proinnee dunng the past year. I Probably we shaU get some d.dn t mean that it had all accrued in Voice_<-If you rode over it you ^ CODBtrUcted under the act, the prem-
never saM that amount had been incurred [he subject tonight from my a single year and he (the premier) ac- wouldn,t think so.” ier lost no opportunity of heralding the act
but that $1,500,000 had been added to the 8 premier. (Renewed laughter), cepted the aP°logJT- i The premier replied he had ridden over ^ aucces8 and a triumph. Then he in-
permanent debt. It is made up in this! r He claimed $410,000 was the amount jt that Tery day and it was as good as Btructed the attorney-general to announce
way: The London loan amounted to $1,-| Qreat Interest Charges. added. The premier then went on to ex- any other branch railway in the province. that the were to be deprived ol

The interest charg^ according to tKer ^ ^ ^ k<i8l‘ti0-
any part has come out of current revenue ^ ^ ordinary obse^er would for the P~vincial H»p,ta> w^h i government didn’t own a stick. The op- The province had been delivered intc
I will accept his statement but if not then ®apD0^. that was all that was paid, but we not incurred m one year In 1906 there ition leader and members thought a the hands of a school book ring, though a 
surely I am r.ght in saying that this $1- Baid more thl^ that. When the govern- wa6 an overdraft of $24 000 in the bank ^ dea, o{ it for they had voted to re- warning was sounded by Mr. Hartt. the 
460,000 has become part, of the permanent Pa‘d “ore t, $1460 000 in London on ‘he Provincial Hospita account^ and fugg thg offer of $21,000 a year for a lease member for Charlotte, and myself, yet .
debt of the province. Then we have In- d™ Qot bri ho|ne all the proceeds, at the close of the year this had been re- q{ jt a ghort time ago. Premier Robinson scoffed at the idea of
ternational Railway subsidy, $20,000, \ork oiinht to have done. The money duced by $2,000, showing a net gain of pQr the increase in the debt of $3,000,- there being truth in the opposition charges, ^
and Carieton Railway, $11,212.50, and New lender did not wait till the end of the year . . ... 000 he claimed the province had $2,500,- At Moncton, however, he stated that an
Brunswick Railway lands purchased, $36,- . hi lnterest but took out $72,870 at the T“e amount of $196,000 in the public 000 in asseta They had a sinking fund of independent commission consisting of non- 
913.50, or altogether, $1,528,126. I claim b • • That was paid out of the rev- works accounts was not all incurred in and at Ottawa there was $529,000 partisans, such as John T. Hawke, editor
that every dollar of this has been added eQ=e o£ the province. Then $82,000 was 1907> P®rt of.]t was incurred in 1906 and on deposit, which had not been touched of the Moncton Transcript, should be ap-
to the pennanent debt and will be on id m mterest on the Central railway' should therefore not be charged up. He gince lg84 The net debt of the province pointed to inquire into the matter. Ex
your shoulders and your children e and bondg eQ that it coat thia province a total referred to Mr. Flemming s statement at q£ New Brunswjck was $10 a head, where- ample No. 2 of death-bed repentance. (Ap- 
your children’s children after you. ’ (Loud o£ QOU to pay the money lenders, or the Hazen banquet that there was an ex- ag an alderman had stated that the debt plause, and cries of “Give it to them. )
applause.) more than $1,000 for every working day P™d't’lr® °£ f3/10;1?00, t° this account in Qn tbe city o{ st. John was $116 a head. Flemming’8 Challenge. ’ "x

in the year. Ought we not to strenuously 1906, but about half of it should have gone Tbg premier spoke of the courage and M
increase in our indebtedness? into 1907 account. energy of St. John in putting money into “When Mr. Flemming first made the

He said he might have gone to extremes . J", {acibtjeg challenge it was declined, yet when the
in calling Mr. Flemming’s statement “un- Voice—“As long as we spend our own premier went around the province and
paralleled,” but Mr. Flemming was cer- we>B bave £t » guaged public opinion, he retreated from
tainly wrong. * The debt of New Brunswick,.he claimed, his former position and stretched his ’

A Voice—“Why don’t you prove it.” wa8 emai]er than that of any other prov- weary limbs once more upon that political
“I have proved it from Mr. Flemming's £nce jn kauada, with one exception. “Do repentance death-bed. (Laughter and ap-

own figures.” want,” he ’asked, “a government that plause).
The subject of finances was not a very wjjj refu8e to build bridges, a new bridge “After listening to ray honorable friend 

interesting one, but it had been charged acrose the falls and other public works?” I can not help but admire the adroit and
by their opposition friends that the in- The territorial revenues had increased admirable way in which he avoided the
crease.m the debt was bringing the conn- from $130,000 some years ago to $321,000 in questions put by Mr. Flemming. (Cries of
try to the verge of bankruptcy. When jgg7 He referred to the domain act, which “That’s right,” “Never touched them. )
he assumed 6he position of provincial waa t0 improve the'crown lands and pre- “Mr. Flemming stated three plain cate- 
secretary he had consulted financial critics serve 4be forests as a praiseworthy move gorical questions and my honorable friend 
in Montreal as to whether it would be o£ the government. Referring to a state- makes no effort to answer these questions, 
better to float a temporary loan or to is- ment by Mr. Flemming about an item but delves into ancient history and tries 
sue bonds, and the reply was, a temporary charged to permanent bridges, he said it to hold us responsible for the acts of a
loan. Mr. Tweedie had received ninety- had passed through the auditor-general’s government which held power when Mr.
six for three per cent bonds which was hands, and it must be all right. Flemming and myself did not even have

-the highest figure ever received by a He also commented on the criticism of votes. (Great applause).
Canadian province. He (the speaker) an item of $1,500 for entertaining Prince “The people do not want to know about 
had been misrepresented in à Montreal Louis of Battenburg, claiming it a reason- this ancient history. They want to know 
paper, and it was heralded all over Can- able amount. >3 the present government worthy ot
ada that he couldn’t sell the bonds of the A , . fidcnce, honest in administration, and a e
province. He had never attempted to Iho Reoent Audltl to stand upon its record (Loud cries of
sell them as it would have been unwise Regarding the appointment of a charter- “No. intermingled with ies.„) 
at the then state of the money market, ed accountant to go over the books, he “Don t try to decide tonig , con mue 

The Bank of Montreal had agreed to said he did not think anyone had any Mr. Hazen, “but decide with your votes
lend them all the money they wanted at doubt as to the honesty of the employes of on election day. Ihe premier has s a e
five per cent. He referred to Mr. Flem- the government at Fredericton, but the that Mr. Flemming is astray in.is s a ti
ming's statement about paying the inter- opposition had been making mis-statements ment that the overdraft ot pu ic monc>
est on the loan in advance, and said about the public debt, and he thought this amounted to $160,010 He claims a 7 ,
that this was the usual procedure in‘a the best method of dealing with the mat- 000 or $60 000 should not have been in
matter of this kind. It was like discount- ter. eluded, and he may be right. But if he
ing a note when a man would receive the Mr. Hazen had stated that one of the is right then his c îe commissioner o 
amount of his note less the discount. first things he would do if elected would public works is wrong. In answer to Mr.

be to bring chartered accountants to go Flemming in the house the chief commis- 
the books of the province. sioner gave Mr. Flemming the information

and I will leave Mr. Robinson and Mr, 
LaBillois to fight it out between them
selves.

was a

was
was an

Mr. Thorne Opens the Meeting.
Without any delay the chairman open

ed the proceedings. He had been select
ed, he said, as chairman of the meeting 
probably because he had no qualifica
tions as a speaker. (Laughter.) He had 
accepted with some reluctance on that ac
count. Among the good qualifications of 
a chairman he was expected to cut his 
remarks short, say as little as possible 
and think a good deal, but he desired to 

few words of explanation as due

MR. HAZEN
Opposition Leader Makes Ringing 

Speech and Arraigns Government 
in Masterful Manner.

say a
to the large audience before him. An 
advertisement calling a public meeting to 
have the political issues explained by op
position speakers, bad been put in the 
papers and Messrs Hazen and Flemming 
and the candidates had been advertised 
to speak. Mr. Flemming then issued a 
challenge to the premier to meet him on 
the platform in St. John, which had not 
been accepted* in its entirety, but a 
counter offer had been made to hold a 
joint meeting. An arrangement to that 
effect had been come to and two speak
ers from each party, Messrs. Robinson 
and McKeown for the government, and 
Messrs. Hazen and Flemming for the op
position would address them for three 
quarters of an hour each.

It had been settled that the order of 
speaking should be Mr. Flemming, Mr. 
Robinson, Mr. Hazen and Mr. McK 
who would wind up the debate, 
trusted that the best of good feeling 
would prevail and that the audience would 
keep order in fairness to the speakers. 
It was only due to Messrs. Robinson and 
Flemming that they should both be given 
a fair hearing, and he was confident that 
the good character of the citizens of St. 
John on previous occasions would again 
be in evidence.

When J. D. Hazen, M. P. P., the leader 
called upon to 

wild demonstration.

-j

to any arrangement 
( meeting fall through.
- wound up the debate, but before he had 

consumed half of the time alloted to him 
in the house knew that the

eown VHe

every man
- ■ battle had gone against the government.

Mr. McKeown struggled fiercely against 
the current, but it was all in vain. W.

’ H. Thorne, the chairman, intervened again 
and again to assist him in getting a hear
ing, but his cause was already lost and his 
methods and arguments displeased the 
crowd and made it more than ever clear 
that Messrs. Hazen and Flemming had 
carried the meeting.

Mr Flemming, whose challenge led up to
ttioen.loinFtordeabammurteCeiv:r ‘tw^e S Member for Peel Makes Clear Cut
‘f^r'chreraTo^d^The a^Huse" Speech and Asks Premier Pertinent
and he began what in many respects was Questions.

his career. Quietly, ' . . , , ,,
heat or violence, The chairman tihen introduced Mr.

his indictment of the Flemming as the first speaker, he was 
government’s financial statement. He drove accorded a great reception with rounds 
every point home and the volleys of ap of applause and continued cheering. He 
plause showed that the crowd appreci- said in part:
ated the proof he was presenting. The Mr. Cnairman, ladies and gentlemen, 
fictitious government surplus of $9,090 I thank you most sincerely for the kind 

disappeared, and in its place Mr. and cordial greeting you have given me.
Flemming exposed a deficit of eome $400,- I have come among you, a perfect stran-
000. Government bookkeeping could not ger, and am asking your attention for a
stand the tests Mr. Flemming applied to short time while I discuss the financial 
it and the vast audience shouted its ap- affaire of the province, as they appear 
Droval. When he had finished and the to us. I am glad to meet so large and 
Inns sustained roar of applause had died representative an audience in tins city
awav it was evident that in the opinion of St. John, the great centre of the com- “I want to call your attention to anoth- 
of the big jury around him the present mercial and industrial life of the prov- er fact. When the government made a
I l enveniment deserved extinction on ince. It is a pleasure to know that the loan of $550,000 through the Credit Fon-jocal government deserved extinction ^ tak^ 8uch a keen interest, tier in 1905, they devoted $382,000 of that

'Rnhinsnn was heartilv cheered and I am also glad to meet my friefîds loan to provide for permanent bridge ex-
1 b roge to reply and though there on the opposite side. I have always had penditure and instead of keeping the bal- ending Oct. 31, 1906.h occasional interruptions he showed the kindest feelings for the gentleman who ance turned $167,810 into consolidated rev- I can't deal with 1907 Well we have not

. ■ , crowd and he was occupies the position of premier and 1 enue account, that is the ordinary current got it and won t get it until the legislature
riven* a fai? hea^ring thro^hon” He w“ trust that whatever passes on tfhis stage account. When the loan was due six meets. In 1906 here is the way the ac-

.. defensive—as the government has tonight will not interfere with that months later they borrowed the money on count stood. Ihey tell us, by the way,
L frl the^mmng of T cam- friendship. (Cheers.) treasury bills from the Bank of British that our finances are in a splendidly heal-

• defended himself with cour- In replying a short while ago to a re- North America and have retired those thy condition. I will read )du the st t
allemand with no little ability, but it wis quest from a newspaper I made a state- bma out of the proceeds of the London ment of our great spending departmen
oL .nmrent that he couid make no ment on the report of the auditor-general. loa„. go, you see the proceeds of the and leave you to judge if it is sat^factoir:
ffective^renlv to Mr. Flemming’s My statement was a fair and reasonable London loan went to retire treasury bills The ordinary overdraft was $4 1-2.24, 
ffective even deferred to the one and I regret that it drew such, a part of which had been turned into cur- the previous J'^rs overdraft with the

Mr Flemming had requested harsh criticism from my honorable friend. rent account. With these slipshod- meth- Panh o£ ®nt‘sh ^ , .. ? ’
1 to answer. The audience treated him He said my statement was unparalleled ods of dealing between capital accbunt and “ft73’ aîpntherfnr tbev soent ril thtir

wa6 not long in deciding that misrepresentation and an insult to the current account anything might happen. P , , S , Z in.i-x
fhad a wTasne0t Explain as he would, inteHigenee of the people of the province -We will now consider for a few mo- ™ and had to bojow Horn 190-), ^
IS deficit and the liabilities Mr. Flem- of New Brunswick. ments the provincial debt. When 1 say „.!7 R(.ing had pointed out, remained. When I am before you, ladies and gentlemen that our government friends have rolled ,h U Lf my honorable friend, the 
. sat down it was noticeable that the as a perfect stranger, and I can only say up a large debt they contend that t is gr to td, ugy how the public WOrks

applause was perfunctory as compared that I have always tried to so conduct a mere bagatelle. I want to point out to Pccount stood at the close of the year 1907
with that which followed the conclusion myself as to win the esteem and re- you that it is a very serious thing. As ^ h • much the road superintendents
of Mr. Flemming's speech. pect of my fellow men, and in dmng so the government claim that a large portion borrowed {rom 1908 to expend in 1907? I

Mr. Hazen was greeted by three cheers I would not use any statement which o£ the debt was a legacy and incurred be- w(mld uke £o know if that system of bor- 
and a long continued roar of applause could be rightly characterized as unpar- fore they came into power and as 1 ah ro faag ^ 6topped. The accounts
that seemed to come from the entire alleled misrepresentation. It implies that ways try to be fair, I have not taken the wi]] o6n] ghow how much was expended 
audience. Hie was a fighting speech and what I ttfen stated was untrue. As far ten years after Mr. Blair came into Qct. 31, 1907, and perhaps the prem*
he never made a better one in this city, ae insulting the intelligence of the people power. I begin with 1892 instead of 1883. -er win also tell llB what accounts were
His description of the death-bed repent- of this province, I have got along so iar| “You know this government has been in kft un aid until after Nov. 1. We always

of the administration caused a in my life without insulting anyone and power twenty-five years and that reminds large payments for roads and bridges
of laughter and applause. Early I hope that such a state of things will me 0f a story. There were two old Scotch -n November and December. In my coun-

in his speech he drew attention to Pre- always continue. (Cheers.) men and one of them had some whiskey, . we don’t make roads in winter. (Much
mier Robinson’s failure to answer “Now the auditor-general's report beautiful mellow liquor, twenty-five years laughter and applause), 
the searching questions Mr. Flemming shows, and the premier claims that there old jje was very careful of it but he ,.Tbe peop]e bave freen told that expert
had asked him—a failure of which is a credjt balance of $9,836.11. I made wanted his friend to try it so he poured accountants were to make a report on the 
the audience was quick to grasp the the statement that there was in fact a him out a little in a tumbler, telling him pub]jc accounts. I am surprised my hon- 
full significance Mr Hazen was inter- shortage of $400,000. This is a great dif- aB tbe time how fine it was. His friend orab]e frfend thought it necessary. We 
runted once or twice but. he answered ference, and it was no doubt a surprise t^d it, then he looked at the drop in are paying enough for bookkeeping as it is. 
with good nature and turned the point to the people of this province that two tbe glas5 and remarked, ‘It’s vera sma’ rll teU you what it costs a year. There 
upon his questioners with fine effect, no- men should make two such statements. for its age.’ ” are three departments to do Hie business,
tablv in the case of an unfortunate who I will point out to you where the alt- The speaker's delicate reference to the The provincial secretary s office costs in
innuired about the Central Railway. Ap- ference comes in, where I claim, if there government’s capabilities -was received salaries $8,154, the crown land department
nlauded to the echo. Mr. Hazen plunged had been a fair system of book keep- with a roar of laughter. costs $6,650, and the public works depart-
intn an exnoeure of the government’s con- ing, a shortage must have been shown. “The average yearly increase of the prov- ment $6,000. So the expenses of the clerks

connection with the Central and The surplus is arrived at by a system jocial debt from 1893 to 1896, continued and ministers amount to $20,804 a year 
j. -, wa telline work Those of book keeping which I think will not jjr Flemming, “was $53,959; from 1897 without taking into account the expense 

to the audience ^ho were Tdherents of commend itself to the people of New to 1901 the yearly average was $80 ^8 o'the auditor-general’s office at all. That’s 
the govern ment must have Sthat Brunswick. and from 1902 to 1906 it averaged $196,815 what the province pays for bookkeeping.
U._ 8Mr Bohinson had remained in “Now the government has charged to a year. This state of things, he went on “It seems to me with a whole business

/ w**’ ’ TJ... nr)rvlqition leader went capital account the following items: New amid a roar of laughter, “reminds me of 0f less than $1,000,000 we ought to have
t^e' Premicr’s^neech in some detail Brunswick coal & railway line, $82.251.26, what: I used to learn at school-bad, worse the accounts sufficiently well kept for ac- 

over the Pre p , b t that item might be fairly chargeable to and superlative worst. It means tnat near- curate and clear information to be spread
â? rW,nv ,t wi aU tœ ckafîhat w ap ta if the money had been de- ly $1,000.000 of debt have been placed on before the people at a glance, instead of
MeNeown rould “vtr ^air toe damage! voted to toe purchase of cars or for im- the shoulders of the people of this province ✓
McKeown could never repa , proving the road bed but it is almost during the last five years. I want to ask
. “ÏÏrZk tith ZTudieZ’ and entirely ÎnterLrf and i claim that inter- the people of this province if they want

med tolose his Temper unde* the fire est cannot fairly be charged to capital another $1,000,000 added in the next five
trof htsS toatHheTadrth1arT ^^,7  ̂^ debt is a mortgage on every work-

fortfhctetiinTthTt'hTwt Tot to be that way ^ (Cheers.) TZJXZHT’ ^ °“ ^
ZtV7e^ndeCMfi0T^: Itoe A » St “‘0» friends the goveroment will tell
eS times to ^uert toe crowd to be fairly be charged to capital, hut certainly you that you never pay the debt, that it
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Ought we not to use every effort to live 
within our income ? (Applause).

“Now, I want to direct the attention of 
my friend, the premier, to the overdraft 
in the public works account for the year 

You may ask why
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How Loan Was Expended.
He described how the money received 

from the temporary loan had been ex
pended as follows:

over
Voice—"He wouldn’t do it in two or 

three days.”
The premier said he had no report from 

the chartered accountant to present at the 
meeting. He had written to the Bank of 
Montreal recently, asking them to recom
mend a chartered accountant to go over 
the books of the province. They had re
commended Jenkins & Hardy, of Toronto, 
and later he wired them that he wanted a 
chartered accountant to go over the books. 
He received their reply, stating that 
George W. Dunbar, of their staff, would 

down, and asking for information as 
to where the books would be found. He 
had wired them that the books were all 
at Fredericton and would be handed over 
to Mr. Dunbar on arrival.

He had not met Mr. Dunbar, he said, 
and did not know what his report 

551,058.731 tained. Mr. Dunbar had worked night and 
.. ,K day for four or five days, and then re-

. MOOO.OO turned to Tdronto, stating that he would 
submit a report in a day or two. As soon 

$1,377,931.26 as be received the report, the premier 
9-198 8il ! said, he would give it to the public. He

.......... $1,387.130.09 I had no desire to cover up, but would abide
speech that Mr, by tbe decision of the neonle. He thanked

Tho Debt.Treasury bills standing 31st 
October. 1906. to Bank 
B. N. A—redemption 6 per 
cent debentures.. .. 

Permanent bridges... 
Permanent bridges .. .
N. B. Coal & Ry. Co

“I believe the premier and his col* 
league are trying to minimize the public 
debt. Many will remember Mr. Blair’s 
appeal in 1900, when he stated that the 
province1 was running too much in debt. 
Mr. Blair said that i\= was not good busi 

for the expenditure to exceed the

.$182,000.Ot 

. 200.000.00 

. 174,872.53 

. 250,000.00
$806,872.53

Board of works—over ex
penditure and advances 
for services prior to 31st
October, 1906.......................

Provincial hospital—due to 
Bank of N. B., St John,
31st October, 1906..

Redemption of 6 per cent 
debentures in 1907., .. 122,500.00 

bridges in

ness
revenue, and thought the debt of $1,000,- 
000 to be too large. What about th* 
present debt of $5,000,000, and the 

of $2,100,OOP added by legir' 
introduced at the last session of 
lature? (Applause.)

“In Bathurst, I stated 
and liabilities of the p 
$8,000,000. It vas lie 
country that I had pi 
province at $8,000,0r 
this statement K 
gen ce to dis*"" 
liabilities, o„ 
senting my
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