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Theories of the Resurrection,
PROF. E. . JORNSON, D D.
Paul, in his incisive way, states very
well the question under consideration :
“Bat some man will say, how are the
dead raised up? and with what body do
they come?” ‘I peed not quote the
apostie’s reply ; but the whole course of
discussion on this subject has shown that
the reply was appropriate, At the same
time, | apprehend toat Paul did not so
much ofj-ct 10 the quvstions, as 1o the |
unwilinyness to believe in the fact of the
resurrection, if the questions about it

cannot be answered. The questions ask

for a theory of the. resurrection; but

Paul would insist upon the fuct of it
This distincuon is an important one

A theory is un attempt at an inside view,; |
it seeks 10 explain the nature and the |
working of the thing about which the
theory is oft-red. I a theory can be
made out, it furnishes the Inrgest exten
sion of knowledge.: But when we theorize
about matters beyond our experience, we
altemyt L0 explan them by things with
in oar experience ; and the explanation
is boun 10 ve consistent, otherwise the
theory fails. And the risk 1s that we
ourseives or those who listea W our
theories will confound the theory with
the fact; mnd regard insuperable objec
tions to the theory as sutficient objes
tions 1o the fuct. ~

It 15 my business to show the insuffic
ency of the thepries concerning the re
surrection of thestiody: But what is the
fact concerning which these theories are
offvred? _ Fos New [estament plainly
teaches thet tue dead, good and bad,
shall rise. Th: phraseology, * the resur.
recuion of the boly,” 1s not scriptural in
terins, but cxprosses ncouraely edough
the idem of the Scripuures. The body
with which the dead shall rise will not
be, in uli respects, idsnucal with the

resgnt body , “Taou sowest not that
pody which shall be ;" but it 18 to have
an organic relation with the present
body, 847 God granted to every seed its
own boldy.” Tue connection is to be
more thun organie ; it 1 a connection, in
some respects, of nientity, as may be
gathernd from the translauon of Epoch
and Eijsu snd from e asocnsion of our
Lord, uo ono of-whim laid aside His
body—their bolies wera changed. 4And
the possibility of this kind of identity is
illustrated by the fact that the materials
of our own bodies continually change,
while our bidies in an important sedse
remaio the same.

The name, * spiritual body,” ought to
be accepted as a description, not so
much of the nature of the body itself, as
of its relations to the spirit. If we un
derstand the nsme to be descriptive of
the substance of the future Loly, then
the name coitains a contradiction in
terms ; for spirit and bo iy are at the op-
posite ‘porles of existence aad have no
quality 1o common. We can say of them
both only this, that both exist. So thst,
if the substance of the spiritual body is
8pirit, the spirit bas not yet a body at all.
But twe spiritual body is the fic instru-
ment or organ of the spirit. It is not
subject to corruption or decay, to pain,
Ror to death. If | kuew more fully what
its nvureis, I could declare more con
fidently that it occupies place ; but the
nouwou of body ie itself the notion of
someth ng that may be | cated.

Tae sp.riual bo 1y will be the fit in
strument of our mental activity, Itis
by means of the bodies we now possess,
tia . weacquirs the hno viedge we have
of things sbout us; 1n ¢ pres imably the
spiritual body will be the organ to a
Iwrge degree o' 0 ir advancing ki o ¢ledge
in the future lite, Some believe that as
thought can speed mm an instant from
fixed star to fixed star, the spiritual body
can move as swiftly. [ would not dare
to affirm that this is true, but it seems
safer 1o say 1hat 1t may be true than that
it'canuot be true.

The spiritual body will have an im
portaot reiation 1o the moral sctivitiea
of the blessad. Not only shall we be ax
empt from sensual temptations, but the
spiritusl body, in consequence of its
healthfulness, iay even sticulate the

venerable thedry, which, until within the
last one buadred years, was considered
as indistingq:shble from the fact of the |
resurrection—I refer to the theory, for it |
is only a theory, that the spiritual bod
will co1sist of materials now in our pos
session. Tertullian taught that the teeth
were indestructible, and  furnished mat
ter enough to fit out the spiritual body.
Augustirie, on the other hand, taight
that‘the spiritual body should contain all
the matter that had ever belonged to our
natural bodies, hair-clippings, nail par
ings, and the like. Thomas Aquinas said
that the body shoull rise just as it was
laid away, stout or lean, whole or maim.

A sermon of President Stiles, of
Yale, which you will find in the volunies
of serwons American preachers,
edited by Henry C, Fish, represented the
atmosphere on the day of resurrection,
a4 filled with arms-and legs flying from
the four quarters of the earth (o rejoin
the bodies that had lost them. Ludicrous
as-the not on seems o us, it was serious-
ly held by the college president. Unfor.

| culnted & story entitled,

tunately, this theory was accepted as so

MHSSHNCGER AND VISITOR .

DHC. 10

[ S——————————
much & matter of course, that objections
toit were regarded as objections to the
resurrection itselfl ; and were 80 used, as
I poticad biit a few days ago, by Thomas
Paine, in his “Age of Reason.” The ob-
jeotion is fawiliar to all. We know that
our bLodies consist of materials which
may have belonged, in part, to other hu
man bodies, and certainly are derived,
almost entirely, from animals and vege
tables.  For instance, the carbon in our
bodies is furnished, directly or indireotly,
by vegetation, and vegetables oblain it
from the stmosphere. But the atmos
phere derives its carbon, in part, from
decaying matters, in part, from the ex
balations of the lungs. [t may easty be
the ca-e that mnterinls laid -away in the
earth should be taken up by vegetation,
be eaten by méen, and beiong to their
bodies at death. In such & oase, it is
simply impossible that the materials
which belong~d to two bodies at death,
should belong to both of them at the re
surrection, LS

I aw inclined to believe the period be
tween the resurrection and sasoénsion of
our Lord was a transitional period ; that
the processes of it were suspended pro

esses ;"and that, therefore, the body of
Christ exhibited characteristics both of
the patural and of the spiritusl body.
I'he ascension from the earth completed
the resurrection, and was postponed only
in order to anssure the disciples that the
resurrection was real. We are to be
lieve that the bodies of Enoch and Elijah
were. transformed st their ascension.
{aul teaches the Corinthians that those
who are alive at the Lori's coming shall
be changed ; and telis the Thessalonians
that they shall be caught up with the
Lord in the air. Toe inference is easy,
though | do not speak with entire conti
dence, that in this oase the natural body
becomes the spiritual body, when the
living saints are caught away from the
earth. In any case, we are disqualified
from confidently lnferr:n? what the na
ture and experiences of our spiritual
bodies shall be, since we kuow so little
about what were the nature and experi
ences of our Lord's body during the forty
days.

| understand, then, the teaching of the
Bible o b that we are to have bodies,
in soe respects not identical, in other
respects, identical, with our bodies; that
the spiritual body is to be exactly adapt-
¢d to the uses of the spirit, whether
mental, moral or social, ingluding our re
lations to God. i

If we §~ek a thoory concerning how
this body is bestowed, or what its nature
is to be, our inquiry is baffled at once by
the fact thit we have no experience of
spiritual bodies. Nor have we any other
materias from which to construct a
theory. We cannot draw any satisfactory
conclusions as to its nature from what is
related of our Lord during the period
between His resurrection and ascension.
Grave otjections may be raised to any
explanation of His condition at that
time. Of course, if. we say that He re-
tained the patural body, then we do not
learn from Him what the spiritual body
will be. Butif He had the natural body,
it existed under abnormal conditions,
and. was maintaned by miracle; for
there were wounds in Ilis hands and
feet, a fatal wound in His side, and He
passed wt will thrpugh walls or dbors.

Op the other hand, there are objec-
tions to believingthat He then wore the
#piritual body. Oa this supposition, two
miracles@are involved. Butin this case
the miracles ate misleading. He bade
His disciples to notice that a spirit does
not huve flesh and bones, as they saw
Il m to have. But we are told that flzsh
and blood cannot ioherit the kingdom of
God ; it s ditliculs, therefore, to believe
that the spiritual body consisted of tlesh
and bone. Furthermore, [le ate in their
presence to_convince them that He was
not a spirit.  But if the spiritual body s |
supported by food, this is because it is |
linble to deeay, for food is taken only to
make up for the inevitable wastes of our
physioal sotivity I'he normal use of
food Lrtl<|l5h-iy oxcludes pormal incor
ruptitiility

Tue newspapers, s fow yoars ago, cir
Who ate Ho

obedience ; »0 that, | §¢r Wiliiamu?"  Tie lot of the origina
lives by its inca | arttlers of Providence ran back from the |
tain worsl effort, for here | Waler up the siope whero the ocollege
(en weak though the s now stande,  Roger Willisms was buried
ing, we may expe on the hillside of his bome o1, And an |
bosdy will promote the holiness | Spplo tree grew on the spol. A few
A yours ago, the apple tree was removed, |
A esting wapoct of the dootrine | 0ot and il 1t was found that one |
of the wpiritusl body i its bearing upon | Wrge root followe i tie apine, divided at
BOCInE s, ineluding our relations | the thighs, and wrned up st the toes of
0 God. The: resogn of friends in | Roger Willisms, The apple tree had
“buaven is gusranteed by it vory B lovoured his bones, sul some one had
of th 3 on I'o have bodies, is | ® e applon Who ate | wer Wil
o b enizabile there, as (L s 0 be et s rool may be seen w0 iay in
recoguizatle here. flutto bisve the apirit | the oabinet of the Hrowa University
ual boties will be 10 be much more 1 peed only 10 refer W the theory that
recogn thete than we are recag | bodies are never 0 be resumed, that
ause ‘the spiritual body | apirita merely rae to judgmeot sad are
compiletnly ay | sent baok 0 limbo. o purely ration
iy hindrance alistic view has uo support i the Bible. |
atual recognition, will be The most popular of existing theories |
the soul miny be so | owes its popularity pretty largely to |
miusing. Two faces | Josepli Cook's lectare, * Does DestinEnd |
exnctly alike I It is the theory that we now |
ok alike if ‘they were L possess, or shall at death possess, s body
t windows of the soul, | consis of material 80 ethereal, so
whether the spiritusl body | tenuous, 8o refined, that it eannot deoay |
¢ ern Gad; | do not | This theory s believed .to. meet the
know_ whether we shall recognizs the | sclentitic ohjections to the consciougness |
Holy Spint otnerwise than as now, | of disem? sdied spirits in the intermediate |
through His influence upon our spirits ; | state. It contains two elements: one, |
but we sball certaioly seeJosus as He is; | that the spiritual body is 40 be ours uL“
snd in seting llim, we shall see the | death, either bocause the present body |
great glory o' tGod and shall be satisfied. | is to be stripped away, as a scatfolding 1s |
But we must consider the more impor | pulled away from a completed building, |
tant theories which have been ventured | or because it shall be bestowed as the |
upon this sutj-ct. And, first of all, a | spiric leaves its present tenement. I |

will not dwell upon this element in .the
theory, although it seems to be the|
natural understanding of the Scripture
that time elapses between deathand the
esurrection. We are concerned only
with the pretension of this theory to
construct & scientitic account of the
future body. It gets its cue from the
ether. Now, ether is a purely hypotheti
cal substance. It is believed to exist
because some medium is necessary for
the transmission unhindered of those vi
brations which turnish the effects called
light and heat. If light and heat are vi
brations, there must be something be-
tween the earth and the qun to vibrate.
But the ether, according to the hypotha.
sis, opposes no obstruction to the vibra.
tions which pass through it. It cannot,
therefore, be a storehouse of energy. If
glass, for example, were perfectly trans.
parent—if heat, as well as light, could
pass through 1t unchecked, then glass
could not be heated. If vegetation were
not opaque, did not arrest t n
they could not cause it to grow.

Heres

It is

| in what b

| bumilistion and make it liké unto the
| body of His glory

| Sobarly as regards one's self, righteously

| with the environment of the world as it
| is. To him an essential partof thé ('hris

| our own time—the impression that this

must be without energy. Another equal-
ly formidable ohjection to this theory is
found m the doctrine which is the pride
of modern science, the doctrive of the
orrelation of force, or convertibility of
energy. Apcording to this doctrine, every
expenditure of energy is attained by the
disintegration of materisl. You get heat
from coal only by burning up the coal;
you get muscular energy or nervous en-
ergy from your bodies, only through a
proportionate disintegration of muscul
or nerve fibre, 1f, then, the spiritu:
body is to consist of materials too ether-
eal to disintegrate or decay, it will con
sist of° materials too ethereal to use. |
wonder that objections so obvious seem
to have escaped the notice of the well
informed advocates of this theory.

Only one further theory requires no
tice. 1t is based upon indisputable facts
only the facts are not available®for the
purposes of the theory. It appeals to
the fact that the soul, or spirit, in man
possesses an organic power, by virtue of
which it gathers materials about iteelf |
and maintains the identity of the body,
notwithstanding the eeaseleas change of
the molecules which compose the bbdy.
There is no question about tho fact ap
pealed to. But the difficulty in seeking
from it an answer to the question, “How
are the dead raised up ?"—for the other
theories attempted only to soswer the
question, * With what sort of & body do
they come?"—the difficulty i~ that the
-organic capacity of the human apirit is
always exercised through an orgsnism
already in its possession. It employs the
digestive function from the esrliest
period of ftal life, when the bod{ eon
sists, perhaps, of no more than & double
cell, tt rough its simple, but mysterious
process of assimilating surrounding ma-
terial, up to the elaborite digestive
functions of the bunian stomach. But
this theory furnishes no hint as to how
an entirely disembodied spirit can begin
the process of equipping itsell with a
new body. It serves the purpose, how.
ever, of assuring us that, if the orgavic
energies of the Spirit are ever again to
be in operation, they will construct a
body essentially identical with the pre-
sent body.

I have engaged in this process of de-
structive criticism for the sake of two or
three inferences which I beg leave to
draw,

In the first place, if we attempt to
construct a theory concerning things
outside our experience from things with-
in our experience, the probabilities are
that our theories will be false; and if
theories of the resurrection have failed, |
the reason is obvious. We ought not
even to expect them to succeed. The
attempt to construct them is an invitation
of objections from infidelity, which, here-
after,as heretofore,tinding us ardently en-
gaged in the defence of our theories will
accept our own construction of the matter
and bring against the scriptural fac! of
the resurrection objections which are
fatal to our theories of the resurrection.

In the next place, the resurrection is
beyond the reach of our understanding,
pot aloné-because it is outside our ex-
perience, but because it is greatly above
our experience. Paul describes the
resurrection body by terms which at once
contradict all that we know, and aflirm
an excellence far above present know
ledge: “Itis sown in corruption;” we
have experience of that; “ It is raised in
incorruption ;" this is far above, as well
as different from our experience; “It is
sown in dishonor ;" the longer our pos-
session of our bodies, the larger our ex
perience of this; « It is raised in glory ;"
again, & contradiction of what we know
by the afirmation of that which far tran
scends our knowledge; “It is sown in
woakoess ;" this we tnow too well; “It
is raised in power ;" we know naught of
what Paul means by power ; “ [t is sown
= natural body,” that is, » physical body,
& body fitted’ to the animal life in us
“ It is rased & spiritual body,” that is a
m«!, suited to u life farabove any which
woSypt have led. The whole of Paul's
tonchigg oo \this subject is summed up

Swrote to the Philippisns
‘Chirist shall change the body of our

Will anyoue venture 1o affirm an ade
juste theory of the glorified body of our
Lord? Does any one of you wish to do
it Can you do it without stripping that
body of s glory? Who then, would
irag down the body which He Himself |
shall have, for the sake of theorizing |

out it, of telling how the dead shall
with what sort of body they
shal owe !

rise, or

.
Christinn Life in the Present Age.
These thres words, * soberly.” “righte

ously,” * godly,” sum up the New Testa

ment statement of a well-rounded life.

s regards one's follow-men, godly as re
wards one’s religion—that is the com
plete description of the Christian life,
But the apostle goes on to say that this
w—xlnmnvﬁ-d life is to be lived in this
present age, under the conditions and

tian life is its relation to its own time.
[t must be a life in its own world as well
a4 & life in eternity., Would the apostle
bave said this if he bhad lived now? Is
this & good time for a sober, righteous,
and godly life? Can a man expect to be
a man of this present age, moved by its
tendencies, marked by its traits, and yet
with ' the well.rounded Christian charac-
ter? Here we meet one of the most
common and most enfeebling heresies of

is not & good time for a sober, righteous,
and godly life, the presupposition that
the spirit of the age is against these
things, the doctrine and unpropitious en-
vironment. “ Business standards,” it is
said, “are relaxing; home-habits, loose,
self-seeking, the common rule; plain
living and high thinking, not the cus
tom of the time.” In such a state of
mind two things seem possile. One is
to yield to the pressure of fhe age. Ac-
cepting its inconsistency with the Chris-
tian lite, one may adapt himdelf to stand-
ards which his conscience never can
approve. That is the common worldli-
ness of the present age, surrendering
character to the social pleasure of the
time. The other thing to dois to run
away from the age. That is what thou-
sands of the choicest souls have dcne
throughout, Christian history. They have
thought it impossible to live a sober life
in the full current of their own time,and
80 they have fled from .its influence,
biding themselves in monasteries and

. his hands of it, nor yét to surrender to

No one can survey the story of thesd
ascetics and bermits without n‘t'!n' of
sdmiration. It is g great thing that the
enticements of emch age which have
overpowered 80 many souls have besn
powerless over a few. But none the less
this whole story is not the utory of a
battle, but of a flight. These prople were
simply afraid of their own time; and |
they ran away and tried to save. them
selves, while the great boly of men bad
to fight the battle without them. [t was
a flight based not on faith, but on faith
lessness, on the doctrine that God had
deserted His world, and that, to find
Him, they must desert it also; and it
was a fruitless flight. Fleeing from the
world, they. fled from all the chance they |
had-to make it better. [ stood once on |
a little point of thea upper Nile, where |
the first Christian hermit gathered His
first disciples. Among those .drifting
sand-hills, in rude caves and dens, once
lived a thousand holy men and women,
drawn from the wealth, beauty, and
learning of the world, and now, as one
stands there, what is there left to see of
all their Christian impulses and dreams 7
No monument of charity, no contribution |
to learning, no noble church or hospital |
or school—nothing dane to redeem the
time in which they lived remains for
their memorial. The traveller stand
there in a vast solitude, and sees across
the ocean of sand nothing but .the rip-
pled surface of their unnumbered
graves.

11, then, the sober, righteous, and godly
man is not to yield himself to the pres-
ent age, nor yet to flee from it, what is
hetodo? Why, he is to use it—take it
Just as it is, as the Golgiven material
out of which the Christian character fit
for the present time is to be wrought.
Here is & potter working in his clay. It
is a coarse material, and his hands grow
soiled m moulding it; but it is not for
bim to reject it because it is not clean,
nor yet to dabble in it like = child, just
for the sake of getting dirty. It is for
him o take it just as. it is, and to work
out the shapes of beauty which are pos-
sible under the laws and limits of the
clay. Drecisely such material is this
modern world. It is not very clean; its
ways of business, its methods of industry
its habits of society, are soiling to the
touch; but it is not one's duty to wash

its -evil, but to take these very condi-
tions of the present age as the material
out of which one is to mnold a new “type
of moral beauty.

To run away from the tendencies of
modern life—that 18 easy enough; to
yield to its evil—that is still easier; but
to be in the world, yet not of it, molding
ite-material, yet not defiled by it—thatis
the real problem of the modern world.
And here lies the new type of Chrisuan
character. The saints of the past have
been for the most part those who have
fled from the world; but the Christian
saint of Yo-day is the person who can use
the world. Such a person may be all un-
conscious that he is doing snything
heroic. He is simply the man in the
business world who, amid looseness and
dishonor, keeps himself true and clean ;
simply the woman who, amid luxury and
affectation, keeps her simplicity and
sympathy ; simply the youth who, with-
out the least retreat from the influences
which beset him in & place like this,
makes them contribute to his growth of
character. Thatis a harder thing than
to be a hermit, and quite as noble as to
be a saint. It is the sober, righteous,
and godly life lived in the midat of this
present age.— Francis G. Peabody, D. D.,
in Christian Advocate.

The Heart’s Midnight.

[t is not easy for us now to measure
the greatness of the darkness that at one
time must have rested on many of the
most important events in the history of
the past. The life of Abrabam was made
up of a series of ‘mysterious commands.
The loss of Joseph and the taking away
of Benjamin were for many a day dark
as midnight to Jacob. The death and
burial of Christ formed a disappointment
which almost shattered the faith of His
disciples, “ We trusted that it had
been e which should have redeemed
Israel, and to-day is the third day since
these things were done.” Martha and
Mary were plunged in greater sorrow
from the apparent neglect of Jesus than
from the loss of their brother; and in
later times, what a contradiction to every
cherished hope must tingJew have ex
perienced when he saw thé total destruc
son of Jerusalem and the irretrievable
ruin of the nation! To say that all these
failod to comprehend the meaning of
what God was doing conveys a feeble
idea of the sheer darkness in which
thiese episodes were involved for those
who passed through them. 4

And similar experiences occur in life
vow. There are some on whom stroke
follows stroke, and from whose heart the
burden of grief, disappointment and care
is never for a moment lightened. It
seems hard that while others enjoy
summer brightness, their sky is always
curtained with gloom ; while others have
health, they have pain and weakness;
while others prosper, yet, struggle as
they may, adversity is their ingvitable
doom. So have we seen happy homes
strangely visited by sorrows so very hard
as to have been the last we would have
expected from the hand of a loving
father. The one who could the least be
spared struck down and with him the
stay shattered of the innoceat and help-
less; the mother torn from the clinging
arms of the child, or the infant, who has
been as a light from heaven in the home,
snatched away in its spotless beauty,and
the music that was sweetest in life
silenced forever! Verily, what the Lord
does at such times “ we know not now.”
It is all dark—utterly dark ; and all that
the faithful heart can do is to lift the eye
from the mysteries of earth to that pres.
ence where all is light, where all is
known, and to wait patiently on’ the
Lord. “Though the Lord slay me, yet
will I trust in Him,” was the grand ut-
terance of one who had no light as to the
reasons for the divine dealing, but who
knew that “beyond these voices there
was peace’’—that the Lord reigned in
righteousness, and that all His ways were
good.—Sunday Magazine.

— Mr. John Andsrlon{ Grassmere,
Ont., writes: “The V. le Di 'y

Trust Chriss.

Do not trouble yourselves unduly ; for
if you do »o, you cannot remove sickness
theraby, but you may even increase it
If 1 could do any geod by worrying, I
would worry away 1o my heart's content;
but as it is useless, [ flad it best to let it
sone, They toll me that if & man were™
to fall into the sea he would Hoat if he

would remain quiet, but beosuse he
straggies he sioks, [ am sure it is so
when we are in affliction. Fretfulness

res lts in weakening us, in hiding from
us wise methods of relief, and in general
in doubling our pains. It is folly to kick
againwt the pricks ; it is wisdoas to kiss
the rod, Trust more and fear less. |[f
you have trusted your soul with (‘hrist,
oan you not irust Him with everything
else 7 (an you not trust Him with your
sick child or your sick husband, with
your wexlth, with your business, with
your life? “Ob,” says one, * [ hardly
like to do that. Itis almost presump
tion to take our minor cares to the great
Lord.” But in Joing so you will prove
the truthfulness of ysur faith,

[ heard of & man who was walking
alongthe high-road with & pack on his
back ; he wus growing weary, and was
therefore glad when a gentleman came
along in a ch - ise and ssked him to take
a seat with him. The gentleman noticed
that he kept his pack strapped to his
shoulders, and so b said :

“Why do you not put your pack
down 1"

“ Why, sir,” said the traveller, “1 did
not ventare to intrude. It was very
kind of you to take we up, and [ could
Dot expect you to carry my pack as
well.”

“ Why,"” said his friend, “do you not
see that whether your pack is on your
back or off your back, I have to carry
1% 4
It is so with your trouble; whether
you care or do not care, it is the Lord
who must care for you.

First trust your Lord with your souls,
and then trustHim with everything else.
First surrender yourself to IHis love, to
be saved by His infinite compassion, and,
then bring all your burdens and cares
and troubles, and lay them down at His
dear feet, and go and live a happy, joyful
life ; sayiny, as 1 will say, and cf‘one:
All that remains for me

i»but to love and sing,
And wait until the angels some,

To bear me to my King.”

—C. H. Spurgeon.

Bob Burdette's Advice to Young Men.

80 you have got yourself into trouble,
my son? (Gone a little wrong, have you ?
Yes; well, that means you know you
have gone clear wrong ;jbecause there is
only one kind of wrong; there is no
mugwumpery in morals, my boy. And
you've bad such a hard time getting
back, that it made you a httle bitter and
cynical, and you think all the world is
rather hard and selfish and pitiless, and
especially severe on you? Well,
wouldn't feel that way at all, if I were
you. Idon’t think I ever did feel that
way, and I know more about it than you
do. 1've been further down the Jericho
road than you. Great town for toots,
from away back. It's a bad country.
Never heard of but one good woman in
Jericho, and she didn’t move in good
society.

But, my son, it isn’t society’s fault that
you get into trouble, You knew- what
the Jericho road was before you went
down that way. You knew there was a
curse on the town. You were safe
enough in Jerusalem; Why dido’t you
stay there? Don't feel bitt -r toward all
the world because you fell among thieves
and got cleaned out. It is a kind good-
natured, forgiving old world, if you give
it a chance to be forgiving. True, it
doesn’t always look that way to a fellow
in trouble, because then the fellow isapt
to look at the wrong rooplo,

You found on the Jericho road six or
eight thieves—that is, halfa-dozen pro
fessionals and the two amateurs who
passed on the other side—and only one
good Samaritan, and naturally it seems
to you that the leaven of good is utterly
lost in that great mass of rascality and
hypocrisy ; but bless you, my son, in the
great, honest, living world, in the world
that is trying to lead men to better
things than Jericho excursions, in the
ouly world that really lives and cares for
just such fellows as you, in the real world
of men and women, who deal with the
young man when his smiarting wounds
are deepest, the one good Samaritan out
weighs a regiment of those villains who
beat you, and robbed you, and passed
you by the way to Jericho. Never mind
the priest and Levite, my son. They
were going down to Jericho, too, you re.
member, that's the kind of priests they
were

And-one closing word, my son. Unless
you are smarter and stronger than the
thieves down Jericho way—and I guess
muaybe you are not, very few men are—
why you keep off thatroad. You stay
in Jerusalem and you'll have more money
and less headache.

-

— A Methodist minister, telling how
his father, fresh from Ireland, one day
found his way to church and received a
hearty shake of the hand, says the’ man
who thus weloomed him shook whole
generations into the Methodist church,
and -thousands of dollars into ite treasu-
ry. No one can can know the conse-
quence of one thoughtfal, kindly greet
ing to the stranger in the church service,
but when it 18 possible that whole
families may be made happier and more
usefiil by it, isn’t it werth while to try it
whenever there is opportunity ?— Ex
change.

- -

— Our modern church methods are
perilously near the danger of eliminat-
ing from (hristian giving the element of
self-denial. The number labor-saving
devices fer inducing Christian people to
give without feeling it are a real menace
to both the spiritual and. financial pros-
perity of our churches. This age of in-
vention has devised no better scheme
for the financial management of Chris
tian churches than the apostolic plan of
giving as the Lord has prospered.— Con-
gregationalist,

-
— There is money enough in the hands

you sent me is all gone, and I am glad to
say that it has greatly benefited those
who have used it. One man in particu-
lar says it has made him & new man, and

f Christ people to evangelize the
if iufou lize the
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