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A POSSIBILITY.

BY AUTHOR OF “JOHN IHALIFAX, GENTLEMAN."

My little baby 1s buried to-day ;
Gone—down in the depthsof the churchyard c'ay,
Up in the sky so dim and grey.

Who will take of my fittle baly ?
Who will kies her 2—her waxen feet,
That liave ne er wa'ked and her small hands sweet,
WLere Dleft a white lily, as was meet —

Who, who will kiss my little baby ?

Who will teach her ?—her wings to fly,

Her tiny hubs their new work to ply,

Ller soft, dumb lips to sing gloriously —
Oh, who will t#ach my little baby ?

Lave a mother —who long ago died ;
We speak ot her now with our tears all deied ;
Sle may know my pretty one, come 10 ber side,
And be glad 10 see my little baby.

Christ, born of a woman, hear, oh, hear !
Thine angls are far off —she seews near.
Give Thou my child to my mother dear,

Aud I'll weep no more for my litile baby.

Surely in heaven thy saints so blest
Keep a mother's heart in a mother's breast, —
Give her my lamb, and T shall rest

If my mother takes care of my little bahy.

Stone & Morray’'s Circos —This Circus
will shortly vis't this P'rovivee. This Com-
pary has receutly visiced the principal towns
sud citivs of Maine and Nova Scotia, sud has
met with a splendid reception in these p'aces.
‘I he Company promisas that every aet shall
Le seen which they advertise to perform, and
nothing but a strictly chaste and classical
circus performance will be given, and a
satisfactory account of tlremselves wiil be given
on the first perigrmance.

Certain recent settlers in Manitoba unite to

‘ The Practical Joke.

Poor Aylmer, whose premature old age, and

grave manner, Lave.evidently been brought on by
! deep sorrow, was once the merriest fellow in the
| Bengal army.  Alive to every species of fun, ready
! to Join in every amusement, he was the acknow-
| ledged leader of all the high spirits of the Presi-
dency. A practica! joke, however, was the cause
| of bis present woe-begone appearance ; the con-
{ sequences of a moment’s bilarity have embittered
I will relate the cir-

for ever his future years,
'cums!ances in a few words,
A grand dinner had been given by the mess to
Colonel Green on his departure for England, and, |
as is usual on such occasions we had drunk deep-
had doue their bist to upset us, but not-a-man had
yielded to their powers, Miduight had struck ; its
chimes had been unheeded.

,ly.  Hodgson's pale ale and Carbonelle’s claret |

Cur honoured guests
Wel

had departed, yet no one thought of moving.
sat, in the spirit of true good-fellowship, talking
over the merits of our late commarnder. 'J'ln.'rt:I
are some men, however, who get naturally cross as
they iwbibe too much Others, though
wound up to the highest pitch of good-nature, will
become 80 sensitive as toimagine the slightest con-

wine.

tradiction to be a grand offence, an attack upon
their honour. H

On the night in question, Tom Townley, my
best, my most valued friend, got into a foolish ar-'
of

The dispute was

gument with James Sewell abonut the spelling

4
the word ‘wagon’ or ‘wazgon.

so laughable, instead of sending for a dictionary,
and deciding the question, on which the partics
had made heavy bets, we foolishly fom-nted the
drunken quarrel, to enjoy the fun, imagining that
{in the morving both gentlemen would have for-
! gotten their dispute. We must have been worse,
{ however, than madinen thus to suffer two brother
| oflicers, heated by wine, to proceed in their argn. '
!ment: The conseqnences were obvious. In a mo-
\ ment of irritation, wholly unconscious of what e

was doing, Townley struck Sewell, who, atarling‘
' up, demanded instant satisfaction for the insult bhe
bad received: We now too late perceived our
er:or, and the more sensible portion of the com-
pany proposed instautly to break up, and endea-|
vour in the morning to arrange matters. It is
true, a'blow is an insult not ts be got over ; such
an offence demands blood as an expiation. Bat
there are cases, as we boped the present one was
of the number, Where the unconsciousness of the !
partics might justify the afl1ir being made up, and |
the old hands therefore advised a forcible abducs
tion of the belligerents, who still, however, kept
' calling out for pistols

To this t I cannot t-for my leeling
on this occasion. I could not belp desiring to
pursue the fun, as I called it, still further, and
therefore not only sided with Sewell, when he de-
clared he ought to bave instant satisfaction, but
actually went off and brought the weapons lhey:
‘T'he sight of these made them still more
clamorous for an immediate encounter, Fools
were, al1s ! found to bagk up my opinion, and in
a very few minutes tHe majority of our officers

desired.

having withdrawn in disgust, our twe {rieuds were
placed opposite each other in the long gallery,
which was trom one end to the other of the rip't

serving, 1

offer testimony in some Uypper Province papers | wing ol the b.x_rr.wks of Fort William. Twolve
concerning the advantages of settlement in pices only divided them, and the mock seconds
their new  Province. They testily 10 the stood ready. The parties were about to fire, when
great fertility and cheupne:s of the - soil, the ' with the proverbial canning of drunkenuess, one
healibfuloess of the climate, the reascnable’of ghem found out that there was no ball in his
character of the market within their reach and
the «ducational and religious privileges ac-
cessible to them.

pistol.  We now Legan to sce that our joke was

. rather a serious one, and endeavoured to separaie
the duelists. But, alas! it was too late. *[Phey |
were there to fight, they said, ‘and fight they
would” Finding them thus obstinate, 1 slipped
back inte the mess-room, and, taking up some new
bread, soun rolled up sowe pelicts the size of pis-

As some lady visitors were recently going
through a penitentiary, under the escort of the
superint: ndent, they came to & room in which
three women were sewing.  “Dear me!” oue

of the visitors whispered, “what vicious look
ing creaturce? Pruy, what are they here for 7
« Because they have no other bome. This is
our sitiing room, and they are my wife and
two duughters,” blandly avswered the superin
tendent,

‘The North Star speak: of a remarkalle
man thus: “George McC e . n of Castle H }
the celebrated double juinted man, starts off
this week or a tour of exhibition. H- has his
double headed calt, and now has added a pig
with eight legs, two bodies and one head.
‘I'be eulf has two heads and one body and the
pig two bodies and one b-ad  The exhibitor
lins double joints ‘throughout. His exhibi
tions will be accompanied with sweet music.”

A woman in Chester interfered with her
brother’s courtship, and beeged him to stay a1
home evenings. 1le waited umil the evening
wheu -he expected her own lover and complain
ed, ard she says that fraternul affection is a
heurtless” mockery

A Mesical. Want.—A ludy writea that
siie wants mu-ic * with sentimental words that
almo-t silently flow from the depth of conceal
«d sorrow, nvoaling & sad heart’s tenderest
emotion in & tone that would melt an iceberg
aud. crumble sdumant to dus.”

Poon Condition
Best copy available

tol-balls, which-blackening, I bastened back with, |
and winking to my companions, proceeded to put
them into the pistols. Highly delighted at my
 stratagem, proud of my ingenuity, I stepped back,
{and, laughing inwardly at th trick I bad played
them, gave the word ‘Fire” Townley fell. I, of
course, supposed be had done so (rom mere agita-
tion, and, with a grin on my countenance, ran np
to raise him. kmagine my horror (my blood rums
cold even now while | relate) wheu I bebeld the
life stream pouring forth in a warm current from
his side, Sewell, sobered by the misfortune of his
fricnd. also rushed forward Every eye was fixed
, on me, as if I had been the murderer ; and indeed
I really felt that | was,

‘I thought you told me they were sham balls ?’
reproachfully demanded Somerset. *Xou said they
| were mere bread pellets.”

*Good God, sir ! what have you done ?* demand-
ed another, g

My conscienee accused me louder thah all. That
poor Townley was wounded severely was now but
too evident.

‘Run for the surgeon,”, eried I, WSl distracted.
‘and I'il endeavour to stavnch the wondd Yill he
comes.”

In another moment every one was off, and [ was
Jeft al“wilb my \iuli:l; for to tus instant li

'

'ook upon myself, though unintentionally, yet ac-
tually as Lis assassin. I attempted to plug the'
wound ; it bled faster and faster. I held wy band
to it ; the deluging bloo | was too strong to be thus
stopped.  P’oor Townley had not epoken, but bis
cheeks had assumed a livid bue, and his head, as
ht, 1
For

ao iustant the sufferer opened his eyes, and looked

it lay on wy shoulder, became a heavy wei

called loud'y for help, but no one heard me.
up. ‘God bless you, Aylmer,’ lowly muttered he,
Then closing Lis eyes, he secuied to sink into a
tranquil sleep: Presently Isaw lights approach-
ing; a crowd came running forward, in advance
ol whom rushel the doctor. ke took bim from
my arws, and uttered, to my recollection, but a
single scutence. ‘It is all over. Sewell, you bad
better be off instantly.’

I heard no more.  For six months, I am told 1
was coufined to my bed with a brain fever. At
the end of that time, incapable of the fatigue of

1 Mere I wander, a

returned to Europe.
living beacon to deter others from indulging io
the dangerous license of practical joking,

- o+
Of No Consequeuca.

It is not a little curious to trace the origin and

result of some alienations which really embitter
the domestic peace of families. Mr. and Mrs,
Grubb had’a most delighttul courtship ; they al-
But dur-
ing their honeymoon they encountered a squall. It
Legan thus:

ways thought alike ‘upon every subject,

My dear, said Mre. G, how plentifully your
father ate last night of the oyster patties.

You are mistaken, my dear, he only tasted of
them ; it was the chicken salad to which you al-
lade.

Now yon had better mike out that I don'i know
what [ see.

And don't you make out that I dou’t know what
I be!p people to.

Dat what I saw, 1 saw, Mr. Grubb, and I don't
give it op. I don’t care, only | do like to see peo-
ple adhere to the truth,

D) you mean to insinuate, wife, that I don't
speak the truth ?

Yes, L do, if you say your father dil not eat of
our vysters last night,

1 won't talk with you. You are one of the most
unaccountable beings [ ever knew, and Mr. Grubb
took his seat in the other room and began reading
the newspaper.

Mprs. Grubb took a lamp and went to her cham-

Seperate Scehools.

To the Editor of the Montie.l Gazette,

Sir: ] have read your editorial on the New
Brunswick Schoo! Law, and beg to offer some
remarks on it,

You wish to persuade your realers that by
the law in ques ion tLe Roman Catholies in
New Brunswick nre deprived of their ‘rights.’
Surely this is n mistake. The law is thor
oughly impartial. A great boon is offered to
the entire populatior,, without distiuction o
sect or party, “Schools for ali” are establish-
ed. and are 30 govern.d that no interference is
permitted with any denominational views or
practices. Roman Catholics and  Protestauts
Episcopalians, Methodists, and Baptists are,
invited to send their children, and those éhild
ren stand on the same level avd enjoy equal
rights, @

But you affirm that “the righ's of conscience™
are jnvaded. Lt us see. The Roman
Catholic tells you thatihe cannot conscien~
ticusly aceept an education which dues
provide religious instruction, He dees nceept
it, however, anccording to your own showing,
in Outario, where the Romaa Catholics rend
th-ir children, for the most pait, to the {Gov
ernment schools, notwithstanding the want of
religion, doubiless beeause those schools are
better than their own “separate’” ones. But ]
pass that by for the present. although it ir-
vites a commentary.  There are others
besides Roman Catholics, who plead for res
ligious instruction as an essential element in
good education; and they would bave the
lessons taught io the schools to imbued with
the principles of religion anl morality,” = hich
are common to all who bave any right to be
called Clristians, that the clildren [might be
properly said to be religivu-ly instructed.

Thi+, however, dues not satisly the Roman
Cathelic olj ctor.  When he speaks of re
ligion, he means by that wo'd Romanism pure
aud simple, and be demands as his right (ha
schools shall be established in which Romeu
Catholic doctrives shall be tanght, and Roman
Cathiolic ceremo: ics practised, under Romai
Catlolic teachers, and in the use of Roman
Catholic books, that is, he reqnires the estub
lishment of Romanism-at the public erpense.

T'o this the Piotestant very gravely demure,
ile argucs, that if the Boman Catholie cavnot
receive the education provided, he should set
up bis owa schools wnd support them by his
own mouey ; but he denies the right of the
Roman Catholic to tax him for the ineuleation
of poivions and excrcises against which he
protests, e, too, bas righis of conscience,

not

ber. The clock struck seven, eight,nine. ‘L he newly
married pair felt uneasy ; they were lonely. ‘I'be
newspaper bad been rattled over till it was flimsy |
as a rag, and young Mrs. Grubb grew tired of |
pouting alone. At this late hour a mutual friend

rang the door Lell. DBoth the parties knew the |
checrful voice as on eutering the lighted drawing

rooms he exclaimed :

Now this is what I call comfortable. But where's!
your wile, Grubb ? inquired the visitor as he
looked wistfully round.

Auna, said a melodious voice at the foot of the |
stairs, our fiiend Giaham is bere.

Very soon a nimble pair of little feet came trot-
ti 1z down the stairs, and a face all beaming with
swiles, external, exclaiming, “low delighted I'
am to see you, [lenry. IHus and 1 are getling
qu te dull —we have said all the sweet tiiags, and
were just trying to get up a bitter piil to work off
the surfeit” The other half of Mrs. Grubb langhed
outrizht, and it was all over. T'he visitor had a
delightlul call, ful'y satisfi-d that there was 1.0
p:u:nr.'l to be found to domestie comforts.

A week or two alter this litde flare up, the party

were expatiatiniy vpon the folly of being easily
provoked at trifles, and both pledged (hemselves
never again (0 induize in any ovil fecling toward
each other, signing, sealing and pledging them-
sclves alter much billing and coving, with a mu-
tual kiss.

But, said Mrs. Grubb, it was so provoking in
you to get so indignant because [ merely remarked
tbat your father ate those oy sters, 3

But they were nit oysters, I tell you ; it was
chicken salad,

Why will you have it so, busband ?

Because I like the tiuth, wile, and want you to
adbere to it. I

Mrs. Grubb began to sigh, and then cry, and
say, “if she had known"—whereupon her husband
gently put his band over her mouth, saying, *Be
done, it's of no consequence ;” and bat for this,

who knows where the first quarrel would have
ended. It appears Grubb hal just been reading

thé anecdote recorded in a late magamine, where

v quarrel between a newly wariied pair was

served up, ald arising from the wife's declaration |
that she bad just seen a mouse run along, while
the husband strenuously maintained it was a rat.
Thus he was effectually cured of hastily contra-
dicting his wife, and she_was ashamed of being so
easily excited as to destroy her own happiness. It
is computed that full half of our domestic troubles
originate from such insigmficant trifles ; and happy i
are that couple who are sensible enough to remem-
ber in the very outset ““it's of no conseqenea.”

and he requires that they sball be respected

Fuairness 10 all parties, it appears to me.
eannot be secured in the present state of society,
uuless the education supplied in the public
schools be restricted to the subjects which are
common to all, full opportunity b.ing given
for denomivational teachings out of schoo!
hours.

It might Lo otherwise, but ultramontanism
stands in the way. Cardinal Cullen snd his
compeers in Ireland (they have associates in
Canada) are doirg all they can to make the
Roman Catholics the Ishmaelites of Christen-
dom. It serms likely bat they will succeed,
through the spathy of so-calied Protestants
and pretended Liberals.

Oove more consideration. If separate
schools be gran*ed to the Roman Catholics,
the Episcopalinus will uaturally demand them
for their body. -The Presbyterians may fol-
low. and other denominutions wilk be disposed

Ljoy great b rty.

The 8hah of Persia’s Visit to England,

While scorcs of Americans ard Englishmen
annually visit Egzypt and Palestive, very fow
indeed ever think of attempting a journey into
Persia.  The means of travel there are very
imperfect ns yet ; and the probable discomforts
are great enough to damp the enthusinsm of
those whese ideas of Persia liave been tinged
by the halo of romance thrown around it by
the poets of the school of Boore aud Byron
and by Oriental novelists.

The comyparative non accessibility of a
country, however, keeps alive our interest in
it Wih the advance of civilization, the
increase of travel, and the consvquent gratifi -
¢stion of the now existing curiosity, the gen«
eral interest will'no longer be felt, in accord -
ance with some such mental procass ns that by’
which it has been said, “a prize once gaived
islightly thrown away.”

The Shal or King of Persia 'is now od
his way 10 England.  Buckingham Pulace in
London wil] be made ready for his reception
without delay, as it is to be placed at his dis-
posal while be remaine Queen Victoria’s guests
[e is expected to arrive’ some time in June,
and the Quecn will return from Scotland on
the 17:h 10 receive him,

Nassir ud-Deen succeeded his - father, Mg~
homet, on the throne of Persia in September,
1848, when he was a.ly eighteen years of age,
He is & grandson of the fumons Crown Prince
Abbas Mirza, whose prema’ure dea'h in 1883-
wus looked upon as a groat luss to his~ coune
iry. He has two clificien, Muzaffer uds
Deen the beir apparent, who wus born in
1850, and anuth-rcon thr-c_years younger.
It is within the poaer of the Persiun monarch
to alter the exi-ting law of pr-sumable sve~
cession, and to sbequeath the crown to any
member of his family, ;

The Shali is said 10 be handsome in person,
intelligent aud liberal minded.” He tukes an
active part in the admivistration of his coun
try, and has the intere-ts of all classes of his
subj-cts at heart.  With good, nataral capa
ciiics, he is ulso very well educated, audjppeaks
French with fluency,

Ilis kingdom .coutuins from five to ten mil-
lious of iuhabirants. Its area is about five
buondred thousand square miles, and is for the
wo-t part high table land. Although in many
places the soil presen's an arid and bleak ap-
pearance, this seems to bé due 10 its being
parcbed up by the heat Wherever it is
properly irrigated it is of wondrons grediikity »
and if the company of European capralis®s 1o,
whom the Shah has just ceded privileges so
rare make a number of large reservoirs and
cavals from which the country cau be weh
watercd, its fertility nay eclipie that of sny
uther lund in the world.

The provinces on the Caspian Sea are very
beautitul, abounding in picturesque and grsod
scenery and luxuriance of forest foliage and
verdure.

The prople are energetic, and what migkt
be termed a common schoul education is wijle
ly diffused. Almost every one knows how 10"
e ad and write.  The Persian women are ofi-
en very besutilul, owing to the iufusion of
Georgiar and Circassian blood, 'I'hose ot the
better clags are treated with great respect, and
what is unusual in Edstern countries, they on
j They are always thickly
veiled, but pass most of their time at the pubs
lic baths and in making calls.

The Persiars are not Orthodox Mahomet -

ans, but they are Sheahs, a sect regarded us

t i guire whe her they al<o have not rights heretics by the rcgulsr followers of Mahomat,
which onght to be respected.  Then we shall; Luis is the estubiished religion, but there ure
huve the Chureh of Krgland Catechism, the [several lundred thousaud believers in a mys~
Ass« mbly's Catechism, and other s ctarian, tic .\l creed called Loufeism,
formularies used in thdschools, all at the yub-| The Shah is an ab-olute sovereign, whose
lic expense, and the present truly vational power isfinlited by vo cunstitufi>ual chocks
system will be shivered into fragments. That i‘“IU life and| property of duch suljct is de-
is what somw parties are aiming at. { pendent upon his will,

It comes to this  Let the Roman Catholics!  T'le unuuel revenue of the State is only
avail themselves of the provisions so liburally ' nine wiilions lof dolinrs, but the expenditure i

"Roman Caibuhies onglu

made for the whole popalation, * * *
not to be taxed for
the inculeation of Protestanti-m, nor Prote-t-
atts for the inculeation of Romanism.  Secus
lar instruction ut the public expense avuils
both, and s just to al.

Yous, J. M. Craxp.

Woalfville, N. 8. May 23, 1873.

e o S

A mother in the rural districts lutely pave
her live year old ghopeful an cutlit of fish
tackle,  Sovon sh heard a shout from  Willie,
aod running out found one §of her best heos
fust winding uy the hoe in her crop, whither
the hook bad already peeecded it Wille,
vbserving the {troubled look of his mother,
quietly remarked : “Don’t worry, mother. ¥
guess she will stop when she gets to the pole.”

— e -

Soctan Distinerion.—There are people
in th- world who esteem it se extrem-ly vul
gar Lo axpress cmation, that, if an earthquake
were  reported 1o have happencd i their
neighborhood, they would consider it a proot
of their guod breeding vot 1o have been moved
by it.

Chinamen are said to make good market
gardencis —they wind their peas and qries.

| below the income, sud Persia has vo natioral

debt.

"T'he fortune of the present King of Persia
is reported to amount gto twenty millions of
dol wis, ove-liglt of which is ig dismonds,

The (inest diamonds in the world are brought
from Persia, m ouly white ones Lut black
and rose colorcd gems of great beauty.

Prinee Mensehikoff m=t1he royul. traveller
at the. fronti r of, Russia, and Sir Henry Raw-
fnson bad been appointed by the Briti-h Gov-
ernment to meet the Shabh and to escort him
to England.  Sirl llonry is a Persiun scholar
and has présed much of his li‘e in Persia,
India, and Tarkey. e was born in 1810,
and fromr the timd be was twentysthree to
twenty -nine years of age, he lield high mili
tary ravk in Perviaacd aided in the reorgan<
ization of the Persigo army — In April 1859,
lie was sent us speeinl envey to the Persi
court with the rauk @ Mujor- General.

The S'imh has made kis r ign remarkahlo
for the inroduction of impr vements, s.ch as
the founding ol w royal cotlewe for the staly of
al the scienced, the lintroduetion of the first
wade roal B Persin.!  Flus Furopesn ton:
will give Lim muny suggestions #s w fu ti
improvements, ul-d‘ by productive of lssting
berelit-to bis sul jecteland Lis hivgdom.




