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ing a progress in evil through the application of an instrument }.owerful
indeed in its operation, but not properly adjusted to the subject to which
it is applied. Tt is true, knowledge is power; and the individual whose
intellect has been cultivated, is capable of accomplishing far more than
the untutored savage. But he whose intellect is thus cultivated is also a
moral agent; and if neglected in respect of his moral prim'ipl('s, the cul-
tivation of his intellect is only arming him with a more powerful instru-
ment which he will employ for the accongplishment of evil. The depravi-
ty of his heart inclines him to what is wrong, his acuteness is but cun-
ning for following out the base and unworthy objects upon which he is
bent ; and the knowledge which he has :u-quix'cd. his sul»crinr gkill in the
arts and sciences, give him increased advantages against those whom he
would make his prey. This is a view of the case which necessarily pre-
gents itself in the consideration of the moral constitution of man, and it
is what has been often Alustrated in the history of man, both in his indivi-
dual and his social condition. Amongst the demoralized, they have been
ever found the most dangerous, whose means of gratifying their inclina-
tions have been most enlarged by what in such a case 18 miscalled educa-
tion. Nor is the mere worldly polish and refinement of society sufficient
to correct the evil. France boasts of being the most refined nation on the
face of the earth; and, in so far as concerns what the world calls refine-
ment, the boast is not without grounds ; yet the atrocities which marked
her revolution at the close of the last century, when the principles of her
philosophers had matured into their appropriate uit, threw into the
shade all of crime that savage life had ever presented. And with all
her high polish still, and with 2ll the advancement which she may have
since made in the refinements of life. the deeds connected with her revo-
lutions in the earlier part of this year, many of them too revolting to be
recorded in the public journals, but which have been reported on un-
questionable authority, have been of a corresponding character, and loud-
ly proclaim that in educating man his whole constitution must be consi-
dered ; and that in order to fit him to act either with comfort to himself
or with benefit to others, even in reference to this life, he must be train-
ed to act under a sense of his responsibility as a moral agent. It i3 es-
gential therefore to a right education that it be brought to bear on the
moral nature of man ; and as there is no true morality but what has its
foundation in true religion, education, in order to deserve the name, must
ne based upon religion. Man must be taught to feel himself every where
under the observation of Him whose eyes are in every place, beholding
the evil and the good, and who will render to every man according to
to his deeds ; nor can the magistrate even in the very common matter of
taking evidence, have any security that a regard to truth will dictate the
statements made before him, except in so far as he may have reason to
believe that the witness may be influenced by the fear of that God whose
name may have been invoked.

Nor is it every thing that goes under the name of religion that will
serve the purpose. Multitudes who have been brought to admit the ne-
cessity of having education based upon religion, feeling themselves una-
ble, amidst the varied systems that may bear the narme, 0 make a se-
lection, would decline the task and declare themselves ready to promoté




